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How Russia’s special Afghan envoy wants
to save the struggling peace process

Russia has a tangible incentive to see its diplomatic initiatives in Afghanistan succeed

ussian Special Envoy
Rlu Afghanistan Zamir

Kabulov gave an
exclusive interview to publicly
financed Sputnik about his
plan to save the country’s
struggling peace process. He
was quoted as condemning the
US for unilaterally violating
the deal that it agreed to last
year with the Taliban, which
he said was strictly adhering to
the accord. Kabulov
also proposed the cre-
ation of an inclusive
transitional coalition
government after the
Taliban’s official
political status is
determined. Anotherf 2
highlight from his
interview is that he
suggested that the
Russian capital might
soon host another
round of talks based
on the Moscow for-
mat of his country,
the Afghan stakehold-
ers, the US, and
neighbouring states.
His comments coin-
cided with NATO dis-
cussing the US’ plans
to delay its originally
promised withdrawal
of troops by May and
the visit of i
Foreign
Shringla to Moscow
where the diplomat
talked about Afghanistan
among other topics of shared
interest.
Although Russia officially
designated the Taliban as a ter-
rorist organisation. this hasn’t
precluded the country from
pragmatically engaging with
the group on a political basis in
order to incorporate it into the
peace process. To this end,
Moscow even hosted the
Taliban on several occasions.
These events were extremely
symbolic considering the fact
that the Taliban grew out of the
1980s Mujahidin movement
that was formed to fight
against the Soviet military dur-
ing Moscow’s ultimately dis-

astrous intervention there dur-
ing the last decade of the Old
Cold War. This proves just
how much Russia’s geostrate-
gic calculus has changed in the
years since. Instead of aspiring
1o regain its lost superpower
status, Moscow’s 21st-century
grand strategic ambition is to
become the supreme “balanc-
ing” force in Eurasia, which
explains its recent cooperation

with a slew of non-traditional
partners such as Turkey, Saudi
Arabia, Azerbaijan, and
Pakistan.

It was the last-mentioned of
these four which presumably
facilitated Russia’s initial
interactions with the Taliban
considering its historic rela-
tions with the group. That was
among the first and most
regionally influential out-
comes yet of their rapid rap-
prochement with one another.
Russia is uniquely positioned
to play a leading role in the
Afghan peace process because
it’s truly a neutral actor in the
conflict. In addition, its prag-
matic political relations with

the Taliban in spite of their his-
toric discord with one another
speaks to just how trusted of
an actor Moscow has become
for all sides. This confirms the
success of Russia's “balanc-
ing” act in Afghanistan and the
larger Central-South Asian
region that this geostrategic
state sits smack dab in the mid-
dle of. Keeping in mind the
continental implications of the

— Asia. The idea is to connect
ports along the Northern Sea
Route with ports of the Pacific
and Indian oceans via roads in
East Siberia and central
Eurasia” when elaborating on
an important dimension of his
country's “Greater Eurasian
Partnership™. Pakistan’s unof-
ficial N-CPEC+ plan to extend

country’s peace process, it can
therefore be said that Russia is
nowadays playing an impor-
tant diplomatic role in resolv-
ing a conflict that impacts all
of Eurasia.

Other than the prestige that
success on this front would
afford it, Russia is also inter-
ested in seeing this outcome
because it would enable the
country to advance President
Putin’s vision of an Arctic-
Indian Ocean corridor that he
first shared during his speech
at the Valdai Club’s annual
meeting in October 2019, The
Russian President said that
“There is one more prospec-
tive route, the Arctic — Siberia

CPEC northwards through
Afghanistan to the Central
Asian  Republics
and ultimately
Russia  perfectly
dovetails with
President  Putin’s

southern-directed
vision to establish
an  Arctic-Indian
Ocean corridor.

The success of this
|mutually beneficial
proposal depends
on ensuring the

security of the
RuPak  Corridor,
which only the

Taliban can provide
since it’s the most

powerful fighting
force in
Afghanistan, The

official determina-
tion of the group’s
Jpolitical status and
prospective inclu-
sion in a transitional
coalition govern-
ment would there-
fore go a long way
towards achieving this goal
and eventually attracting more
international investment into
the project from other interest-
ed partners. This means that
Russia has a tangible incentive
to see its diplomatic initiatives
in Afghanistan succeed since
this outcome would result in
securing one of its envisioned
axes of North-South Eurasian
connectivity which forms a
crucial pillar of its “Greater
Eurasian Partnership™.
Kabuloy will therefore do
everything that he can to bring
this about, hence his increas-
ingly active role in trying to
save the struggling Afghan
peace process.
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Why Pakistan’s textile sector needs a
helping hand

The duties on imported yarn have caused a profound shortage in raw material of late

Mut i Zohaib Jawaid
hile the textile sector
continues to be an
export cash cow for

Pakistan, the national share in
the global textile trade has
experienced an incessant con-
traction. This paradox is evi-
denced by the fact that the tex-
tile sector has limped behind
Bangladesh, India, China, and
Vietnam in the wake of various
bottlenecks, including an over-
valued rupee and exorbitant
power tariffs.

The former was

addressed when the
currency could not
sustain its artificial-
ly uplifted value.
However, the cost
of electricity
remained elevated.
For instance, the!
local textile players
were  coerced  tof
consume electricity
at 11.5 cents per
kWh at the start of
the year when the
same was available
at 7.5 cents per,
kWh in China, 9
cents per KWh in s

compete for market
share against these
counterparts.
The odds were swayed so
badly in favour of others that
the government had to with-
draw surcharges in February.
This culminated in the provi-
sion of electricity at 7.5 cents
per kWh for the sector until it
was increased to 9 cents per
kWh in September. The tariff
is again costlier than what the
exporters in other countries
pay. It amplifies the industry’s
woes that had already been
limited to operating in off-
peak hours because of further
high peak hour’s rate.

Amidst this storm, the incum-
bents promulgated a relief
package for all industries. The

government calls it an eco-
nomic masterstroke that will
foster  productivity  and
employment. In that case, the
package must effectively
reduce the energy burden on
manufacturing units of the
country’s prime export, textile.
Let us find out if this assump-
tion is valid.

At this time, Pakistan is
savouring a heap of interna-
tional textile orders due to an
economic head-start. Besides,

many textile orders from
America are being rerouted to
Pakistan due to the excessive
duties levied on imports from
China. Thus, the exporters will
look to fetch new orders and
operate double shifts. The
energy cost for the shift during
off-peak hours remains the
same. However, the quashing
of additional electricity tariffs
across the board during peak
hours means that the second
shift will prove propitious.

Therefore, in this shift, the cost
charged per kWh will incorpo-
rate 50% and 25% concessions
for small and medium enter-
prises (SMEs) and large-scale

manufacturing (LSM) respee-
tively. The effective tariff will
now be 6.75 cents per KkWh for
SMEs and 7.875 cents per
kWh for LSM (assuming both
the shifts have identical work-
ing hours). According to a
report titled “Pakistan in the
Apparel Global Value Chain”,
published by the World Bank
and Duke Value Chains
Centre, SMEs only contribute
roughly 10% to Pakistan’s tex-
tile industry. When we take

this composition into account,
the effective average tariff for
the sector becomes 7.76 cents
or Rs. 12.4 per kWh ($1 = Rs.
160).

Hence, the package invigor-
ates the industry by reducing
the tariff borne by exporters by
13.7%. It provides a level-
playing field in the post-lock-
down global trade dynamics
where tariffs in the region
range from 7 to 9 cents per
kWh. Besides, it offers a
greater relief to SMEs, which
is a rarity in Pakistan since
only the industrial giants have
previously been able to extract
benefits from rebates and sub-

sidies.
The textile sector grew by
8.42% in October compared to
September 2020 and by 6.2%
on a year-on-year basis, Now
is the time to gain more ground
50 that the exports back at the
pre-Covid level witness a fur-
ther upturn. The resumption of
a 50% tariff discount on incre-
mental power consumption
extended to SMEs is subject to
review in June next year, but
the SMEs will still be able to
avail 25% mark-
down for a further
two years, even if
B the government
Jdecides against a
renewal, Likewise,
gfthe  government
Jfscems reluctant to
S llaugment the power
tariff any time soon
Jin the wake of an

of the

However, the
favourable returns
of the package will
be limited until the
government
reduces  customs
and regulatory
duties on imported cotton yarn
and machinery. The duties on
imported yarn have caused a
profound shortage in raw
material of late. Pakistan has
become reliant on imported
cotton yarn primarily due to a
reduction in cotton production
locally. On the flip side, duties
on machinery curtail the indus-
try from ameliorating produc-
tivity levels. The industries
and finance ministries must
mull upon demanded automa-
tion, relaxation of duties, sim-
plification of tax laws, and
amendment of rules to further
facilitate the sector.
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Who Should Be Responsible For Reducing
Global Warming — Governments Or Individuals?

By Fatima Cheema

any people admit
M their role in damag-
ing our mother

nature. Individuals are more
likely to be affected and thus
sensitized by environmental
changes than governments. In
Pakistan, for example, dense
smog was observed in 2016
which hindered day to day
activities of individuals. The
government showed concern;
however, no significant action
was taken against it.
The higher authori- -
ties stressed upony
creating awareness?
about it but its imple-
mentation rests in thel§gl
hands of public.
The global warming
is fraught with disas-
trous consequences
for humans. In view
of its tremendous
importance rescarch g
has been conducted®
worldwide to find out
how to control and
reverse this phenom-§ :
enon. The studiesg
have been reviewed
in the form of'a book,
the bestseller entitled &
“Drawdown The
Most Comprehensive
Plan Ever Proposed =
to Reverse Global
Warming *. The data sorted
out, has been analyzed and
used to solve the global warm-
ing problems through formula-
tion of 80 models. The book
largely emphasizes upon solu-
tions based on an individual’s
activities. It thus depends on
how individuals at household
level react and help in averting
global warming. If the public
reduces the consumption of
non-renewable sources then
large scale producers will also
be discouraged from exploit-
ing finite sources of energy.
Therefore, use of environment
friendly products should be
encouraged at individual level,
for instance, use of paper bags
instead of plastic bags in gro-
cery stores. This would also
discourage factories from
ducing goods made of plastic
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that are detrimental to the
environment, thus highlighting
the importance of collective
reactive power.

Digital technology has entered
a number of areas of commer-
cial significance . Emergence
of online marketing at interna-
tional level is one of them. As
a result of such an online deal
China annually dispatches 15
million mail-packages to
Finland. (Helsingin Sanomat,
3 March 2019). The dispatch

of such a huge cargo through
different transport means
across long international dis-
tances serves as a source of
environmental pollution
through emission of green-
house gases and thus criminal-
izes as a culprit in global
warming. Such environmental
hazards can be obviated
through development of inno-
vative national  policies,
designed to inculcate predilec-
tion among the populace for
consumption of indigenous

products manufactured
through environment-friendly
processes.

Modemn innovative practices
have been introduced in agri-
culture, tparlicularly towards
the end of the last century. This
has led to massive agricultural
production. To offset adverse

effects of global warming,
farming techniques based on
environment friendly methods,
ought to be introduced. These
new methods directly or indi-
rectly reduced the amount of
greenhouse gases released in
the atmosphere. Researchers in
Stanford University led studies
on this aspect and recorded
their findings in a publication.
Steven Davis, co-author of the
paper, as a result of the investi-
gation, recommended invest-
e 19 = :

S

ment in agriculture as a cheap
means of avoiding emission of
greenhouse  gases.  High
demand for scarce resources
such as water and energy has
impelled farmers to look for
and apply more innovative
farming practices such as dry
farming. using drip irrigation
and planting cover crops. If
farmers show inclination
towards learning advanced sci-
entific techniques to grow
crops and raise livestock then
the government may also be
moved to set up institutions
and model farms for training
them on modern lines.
However, in Pakistan reluc-
tance to these latest methods
has been observed as people
complain that this has led to
reduced labor requirement and
high unemployment.

Chaudhary Abdul Hameed,
Director, Faisalabad
Agriculture (Extension),
opined that the earnings of a
farmer, made in his profession,
also depend upon how much
favorably inclined he is
towards new developments in
agriculture. But it is now dire
need of the hour to adopt mod-
ern methods for food produc-
tion and meet the increased
needs of food for rapidly
growing population.

~amm Excessive use

able
was

renewable energy being at a
nascent stage of development
it required improvement in its
efficient use. Other steps
deemed desirable to reduce
environmental pollution
include less use of fertilizers
and pesticides derived from
petroleum products. Besides
farming practices, storage and
movement of crops may also
preferably be based on renew-
able energy.

In consequence it could be
concluded that quality of natu-
ral environment should be
maintained through efforts
both at grass root level and
through official policies. The
role of government and higher
authorities cannot be negated
but it is the attitude of public at
large that brings about a signif-
icant change.
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The Wretched Condition Of Pakistan’s
Prisons Continues To Aggravate

By Sulman Ali

he condi-
tion of
Pakistani

prisons has his- 1% -
torically  been}"
abysmal, largely )
owing to a lackpv
of proper legisla-| . =
tion or reforms
since 1947, when
the country got
its freedom. Any
chance visit to
the jails unearths g
the plight ofpris-i.
oners and  the
failures of the
administration,
Lack of cleanli-}
ness and hygiene]!
prevails —acrossfs
Pakistani jails.
Although there
have been
repeated reports
of prisoners
dying in the jails
there has never
been a huge outery. Former
President Asif Ali Zardari was
tortured, beaten, and humiliat-
ed in jails during the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) government in the 1990s.
The second major aspect

human or not a person
who deserves any sympathy or
rights. Society, largely, thinks
that the individual gets what
they deserve, and hence, does
not merit any compassion.

Last year, Islamabad High
Court (IHC) ordered the estab-

ing that he lost his ecyesight
due to abuse by the administra-
tion of Adiala Jail in
Rawalpindi. The commission
was headed by Federal
Minister for Human Rights
Shireen Mazari and included
ex-chairman of Human Rights
Commission Zohra

behind this whole scenario is
the social image of a prisoner

in  Pakistan.  Sociologists
underline that Pakistani socie-
ty tends to take a jail inmate, as

lishment of a commission to
investigate human rights abus-
es in the country’s prisons. The
court order came after a pris-
oner submitted a petition, stat-

A # Yousaf, former direc-
tor-general FIA Tarig
Khosa, chief secre-
taries of  four
provinces, interior
secretary, and the
A|federal health secre-
Ntary. In its verdict,
the court, headed by
Justice Athar
Minallah, said that
the commission has
been formed in view
of the “alarming state
of affairs regarding
the serious violation
N ol human rights and
wgcivil liabilities of
prisoners  incarcerat-
cd in prisons across
the country.”
In January 2020, the commis-
sion presented its report and it
painted a horrific picture of
jails across the country. The
report stated that the jails are

overcrowded, have serious
chances of spreading diseases,
and showcase a wide array of
human rights abuses. As per
the report, there are 77,000
inmates in the country’s jails,
although they have the capaci-
ty of only 56,634 individuals.
The report stated that: “In
Punjab alone, 29 out of the 41
prisons arc overcrowded
whereas in Sindh 8 prisons are
overcrowded.”

In addition to the problem of
overpopulation, the data shows
the serious human rights viola-
tions in jails. As per data, there
are almost 2100 prisoners with
physical ailments, while
around 2400 are suffering
from contagious diseases like
Hepatitis, HIV, and
Tuberculosis, while 600
inmates suffer from mental
diseases, Under the Pakistan
Prison Rules, the prisoners
have the right to adequate
medical facilities. However,
the report mentioned that
almost half of the sanctioned
posts of medical staff in jails
are vacant.

The report also mentioned that
the prisoners are not adequate-
ly informed about their rights
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.
at the ume of sentencing and
therefore continue to face a
violation of human rights.

COVID-19 is still a serious
threat and is spreading in the
overcrowded jails of Pakistan,
as the country is facing the
second wave of the virus. As

per media reports, carlier in
May, over 300 prisoners were
infected  with  the  virus.
Keeping in view the situation,
high courts of all provinces
ordered the provinces to
release the individuals, jailed
in minor crimes. According to

media reports, Punjab was all
set to release prisoners

COVID-19 issue in March this
year. However, the five-mem-
ber bench of the Supreme
Court, headed by Chief Justice
Gulzar Ahmad, revoked the

high courts® orders and sus-
pended all bail orders. In its
verdict, the top court said how
the high courts could order the
release of under-trial inmates,
“Coronavirus is a grave matter.
Under what pretense did the
IHC issue the directives for
releasing the prisoners?” the
top court said. The decision led
to the halting of all releases
and till now the prisoners are
overcrowded.

Expressing, its apprehension,
Human Rights Watch stated
that the release of 20,000 pris-
oners would have halved the
number in Punjab jails. “A jus-
tice system that caused the
problem of overcrowding in
the first place also stood in the
way of resolving it,” the HRW
said in its statement.

The data, reports, and a visit to
any local jail show that the
prisoners in Pakistani jails are
living in dire situations, and
unfortunately, there seems to
be no light of hope for them in
the near

Pakistan’s petroleum pricing quagmire

etroleum prices contin-
P ue to be a core talking

point in Pakistani poli-
tics. The impact is such that
decisions related to a price
hike or cut are taken by the
premier himself every fort-
night on the merit of the Oil
and Gas Regulatory
Authority’s (OGRA) recom-
mendations. In the past, many
regimes manifested the desire
to deregulate oil pricing but
backtracked when they fore-
saw sizable political repercus-
sions.
The incumbents find them-
selves in a tight spot with a
threefold surge in crude oil —
Brent internationally  (from
$20 to $60), a relatively low
petrol and diesel price in USD
(sce the graph below), a reduc-
tion in Petroleum Levy (PL) to
Rs. 17.97 for petrol and Rs.
18.36 for diesel, but a consid-
erably elevated nominal petrol
price at the same time. The
problem for the ruling party
worsens in case there is a fur-
ther rally in Brent’s prices.
The crux of this petroleum
snag lies in the pricing mecha-
nism which prevails in
Pakistan. For a market that
evolves daily, the practice of
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calculating price on an aggre-
gate fortnightly or monthly
change and, that too, just on
the stocks of PSO was inimical
to every stakeholder. The oil
marketing companies (OMCs)
had to wait and deliberate what
a possible change could be
betfore the OGRA’s announce-
ment and the PM’s consenting
nod. This made the process
time-consuming, unpre-
dictable, and the malpractices
kicked in.

For OMCs, the process was a
zero-sum game where a steep
ris¢ augmented their carnings
while a sharp downturn signif-
icantly ate out their profits. It
is why e¢very increment in
petrol prices stirred temporary
shortage until the new prices
were applicable. On the flip
side, major pruning of prices
also caused a shortfall when
the OMCs imported average
on petroleum was higher than
that of PSO. Hence, they held
back the stock, which trig-
gered a demand shock, and the
prices were pushed up again.
So, the government rightly
indexe§l pricing on a fortnight-
ly basis with Platts Oil-Gram
instead of PSO’s monthly
import price. They can notify

the IFEM, OMC, and dealers’
margin in advance for a specif-
ic period to automate the
process, which will enable the
OMCs to preempt the forth-
coming price change.

As far as deregulation is con-
cerned, the experts may not
have a consensus on the effica-
¢y of a pure free market, but
they agree that the existing
procedure is also not worth
continuing. The very idea of
deregulation in Pakistan seems
disturbing owing to recurring
market failures in the form of
collusions and cartelisation in
the presence of a clucless
Competition Commission of
Pakistan (CCP). However, this
does not downplay the need to
deregulate  the market to
induce ctficiency, competition,
and trickle-down price-benefit
to the consumer.

So, what changes can make the
system better-off for the gov-
ernment, the OMCs, and -
most of all - acutely price-sen-
sitive consumers?

The government can deregu-
late the prices but confine the
OMCs 1o a daily price-range.
This will aid in circumventing
a possible unholy alliance
between OMCs to maintain

high prices across-the-board.
Resultantly, the competition to
grab the largest market share
will provoke efficiency in the
procurement process in a bid
to incur the lowest average
cost and offer the best rates
within the permitted band, A
possible ramification of this
system is that the OMCs may
compromise the quality of
petrol or diesel-like in the case
of HOBC - offered to the pub-
lic, which must be strictly
monitored.

However, the unfortunate part
is that policymakers are likely
to abide by the extant norms of
petroleum pricing instead of
partakKing in deregulation of
the process. In that case, a fur-
ther slashing of the PL is the
g0-to option to pacify frustrat-
ed inflation-stricken citizens.
The government has already
amassed Rs. 275.3 billion rev-
enue from the PL in first-half
of FY21 against Rs. 137.95
collected in the same period
last year. It will not be a wise
option to pursue the target of
Rs. 450 billion for the entire
FY at the miseries of common-
ers.
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Plastic Waste Is The New Gold:
Informal Vs Formal Sector

By Khadija Zahra
ccording 1o

percent of
waste that ends up only
being waste is plastic
packaging, bottles, and
bags. With the booming
population, increased
consumption, rapid
urbanization and luxuri-
ous lifestyle the annual
production of solid
waste in Pakistan has
also increased by 2.4
percent and plastic near-
ly contributes 6.4 mil-
lion tons.
Per capita, production of
plastic in Pakistan is
only 0.8kg which isjg
lower than the global
average of 1.42kg but
our authorities due tof®
lack of infrastructure,
policy, government sup-
port, and technology can
hardly manage to collect
half of our produced waste and
mismanages the waste by 96
percent and the collected waste
is either incinerated or
dumped. The street scavengers
ended up gathering 70 percent
of plastic waste as there are no
estimated numbers that how

sector thus their cfforts in
waste picking, economy and

much labor is engaged in this

reducing

impacts are unheralded.
Plastic is severely harmful to
the water bodies, land, air,
humans, animals and every-
one. A recent study about the
arctic revealed the presence of
nearly 12,000 microplastics on

every liter of the ice sheet.
How it gets to the place where
someone hardly lives the rea-
son is, it is ubiquitous and not

- e

y biodegradable. It is
surprising how plastic can be
co-opted to reduce harm to the
environment,
Asian columnist believes that
the global recycling industry
can employ more people on
planet than any other industry,
agriculture
is an only
_exception.
: We must fill
our policy
" gaps and set
specific

 cling goals.
sInformal

(e 2developing
wWcountries
but

motes child
labor and
causes
sielv.ere
occupation-
al hazards.

In developing countries around

the world, 15 million people
are waste pickers. The poten-
tial factor that pushes people

BTN -

into the job of garbage picking
is poverty. When they are
given the choice between
starving and waste picking,
they ultimately choose the lat-
ter.

Informal Recycling

Recycling is the best alterna-
tive to manage the growing
plastic waste problem.
Speaking of the formal recy-
cling practices it ensures work-
ers’ safety, recovers 90 percent
of the energy. produces valu-
able products, contributes
enormously to the economy
and most importantly negates
child labor. But  the
Government and locals are
usually unconcerned about
effective waste management
and it has never been discussed
as a national agenda or govern-
ment failure, so the informal
waste recycling is still thriv-
ing.

The waste moves from
garbage pickers to the Godown
where the plastic is hardly seg-
regated and then sells it to the
factories. They buy the waste
based on color and makes the
grain out of the waste and
cither produce a product them-
selves or sell it to the factories
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to manufacture a product. But
these factories directly manu-
facturing or buying waste plas-
tics and raisin are not clean
facilities because the waste is
not treated through proper
steps and has impurities like
food particles, feces, inorganic
waste, etc. and even produce
waste as told by different
locals in the Band road facility.
Secondly, the product quality
is not satisfying so the market
refers imported products and
it ultimately reduces the
reliance on the recycled prod-
uct. Our Government officials

do not recognize the elforts
and problems of this sector. As
told by the head of the small
grain-producing shop in Band
Road “Our business is going
through a downfall as the fac-
tories prefer imported grain
and government has never
answered our requests of pro-
viding us a loan to switch from
dirty practices to clean recy-
cling™.

Formal Recycling

Green Earth Recycling is the
only state of the art facility all
across Pakistan supporting the
notion of sustainable develop-

ment and contributing enor-
mously to Pakistan’s economy
and reputation. According to
the Manager Business
Development, Syed Bilal
Termezi they are currently
working on UNDP’s project in
collaboration  with KPK
Government  to  promote
tourism. He said, “KPK gov-
emment was initially import-
ing these plastics from Estonia
but now we at Green Earth
Recycling facility are making
our own 95 percent recycled
resorts and our national prod-
uct is promoting eco-tourism.”™

He is also running a school
that aims to reduce child labor
and provide free education to
the children of their employees
and especially garbage pick-
ers. According to him, the
Government is currently pro-
viding soft loans to the infor-
mal sector, but it is not suffi-
cient.

The informal sector is very
limited and without any exter-
nal aid, they can only recycle a
small fraction which is not
very contributive towards the
economy. Shutting them down
is not a sustainable approach
rather the government should
support them towards more
effective waste management
which is only possible through
formal recycling practices.
Asian columnist believes that
the global recycling industry
can employ more people on
planet than any other industry,
agriculture is an only excep-
tion. We must fill our policy
gaps and set specific yearly
recycling goals. Many soci-
cties around the world segre-
gate their waste at the house-
hold level as they have
installed 3 or 5 bin systems
labeled as metal, paper, glass,
plastic, and tetra pack. As a cit-
izen of Pakistan, we should
take responsibility for our
trash.

Protest For Uighur Muslims

Syeda Sana Rasool
AHORE: Friends of
I Uighur Muslims have
arranged a demonstra-
tion to demand that
alleged atrocities
against them should
end in China.
Speaking to the pro-R
testers, Maulana
Ahed Bilal, Zi
Islam, and Samiul

facing atrocities in
China. They said that
these Muslims are not

are
allowed to perform
Hajj and say their|

gr]?ycrs‘
ey said Uighurs are not
allowed to give their children

Muslim names. They further
alleged that China has been
keeping two million Muslims
in torture cells, and this issue

should be discussed in OIC,
They said that they will keep Muslim minority living in cast

on the rising voice in favor of
Uighur Muslims in all cities of
Pakistan.

t is pertinent to mention here

that Uyghurs are an ethnic

and central Asia. Around 11
million of these Turkic
Muslims make half of the pop-
ulation of China’s Xinjiang
province, which is the
country’s biggest region
spanning over 1.6 mil-
lion km square, border-
ing with Central Asian

on religious
extremism, China has
been capturing, detain-
ing, and torturing mil-
lions of Muslims in
internment camps since
2017. China, however,
rejects allegations, say-
ing that the facilities are
vocational ‘concentra-
tion camps’ to re-educate
and train Muslim ethnic
minority groups for their
rchabilitation and
redemption in its attempt
10 fight terrorism and religious
extremism.
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The UN’s concerns about IIOJK are valid

Kashmiris and international supporters must keep the global pressure on India through international fora like the UN

Andrew Korybko

ernand de Varennes and
F Ahmed Shaheed, the

United Nations (UN)
Special Rapporteurs on minor-
ity issues and freedom of reli-
gion or belief’ respectively,
published their concerns about
Indian Illegally  Occupied
Jammu & Kashmir (I10JK)
last week. They criticised New
Delhi’s August 2019 abroga-
tion of Article 370 as “sug-
gest|ing| the people of Jammu
and Kashmir no longer have
their own government and
have lost power to legislate or
amend laws in the region to
ensure the protection of their
rights as minorities.” The
experts also warned that “The
number of successful appli-
cants for domicile certificates
that appear to be from outside
Jammu and Kashmir raises
concerns that demographic
change on a linguistic, reli-
gious and ecthnic basis is
already underway.” In
response, India claimed that

the report “calls into question
the larger principles of objec-
tivity and neutrality that the
SRs are supposed by the
Human Rights Council to
adhere to.” Interestingly, all of
this occurred while India took
a group of 24 foreign IHeads of
Mission on a tour of the dis-
puted region in order to attract
more investment there.

No matter what India claims to
the contrary, the UN experts’
concerns about 1IOJK are
valid. The very purpose of the
region’s prior autonomy was to
grant its people their own
quasi-government, albeit
under India’s ultimate control,
in order to legislate and amend
the laws of their region.
Removing  those  already
minuscule and largely symbol-
ic rights literally took away
their power to do that at the
level that they've become
accustomed to over the
decades. This is not a subjec-
tive or partial observation but
an easily verifiable statement
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include the!
state’s rampant
violence  and

of political fact. The same
holds true about their concerns
regarding what others have
described as India’s demo-
graphic engineering. UNSC-
recognised disputed territories
aren’t allowed to have their
demographics  unnaturally
altered, though this is now
much more likely to happen
ever since last year’s promul-
gation of India’s so-called
“domicile law”. Although
India claims not to have such
an intent, there’s no denying
that its recent administration
changes nevertheless facilitate
that possible outcome.

For these reasons, India is
being dishonest by condemn-
ing the UN experts for alleged-
ly lacking objectivity and neu-
trality. Even a casual familiari-
ty with the facts discredits
India’s claims, but New Delhi

cratic trends and
demographic
engineering,

ing in Occupied
Jammu &
Kashmir. :
latest i RS

Special = that many Western ones
Rapporteur report proves this. (which are among the most
Some countries might indeed influential in the world) will
decide to invest in those terri- follow their
lead. To the
contrary,
Western

more sensi-
tive to dem-
ocratic and
humanitari-
issucs
their

India

with
out of solidarity with the
Kashmiris. Rather, the most
realistic scenario is that UN
criticisms of India’s activities

tories regardless of the credi-

is desperate to push back
ble humanitarian concerns

against any criticism of its
activities in Occupied Jammu
& Kashmir because it fears
that its foreign partners won’t
invest there if they're more
well aware of what’s happen-
ing. The government believes
that courting increased foreign
investment into the region will
result in normalising the post-
annexation status quo after
influential stakeholders realise
that their interests are best
served by remaining silent
instead of taking India to task
for unilaterally destabilising
the situation in contravention
of international law. It's one
thing for other countries to
invest in disputed territories,
and another entirely for them
to do so when there are credi-
ble reports about massive
human rights violations being
carried out. These collectively

involved as they pursue their
self-interests, but it’s unlikely

in Occupied Jammu &
Kashmir  will  continue,
Western nations will probably
decline investing in those tern-
tories, but India’s bilateral ties
with its many partners won’t
be impacted much by these
issues 1f at all.

What the Kashmiris and their
international supporters must
therefore do is keep up the
global pressure on India
through international fora like
the UN and the media in order
to prevent the normalisation of
the post-annexation status quo
by any of New Delhi’s part-
ners. All countries and compa-
nies that decide to invest in
Occupied Jammu & Kashmir
must become targets of an
intense information campaign
that’s first aimed at drawing
global attention to their contro-
versial investments and then
accuses them of turning a blind
eye to credible reports of the
massive human rights viola-
tions there if they refuse to
reverse their course. The pur-
pose in doing so is to
impose immense repu-
Jtational costs against
countries  and
companies that go
along with India’s
Jannexation and there-
fore contribute to the
~ JKashmiris’ ever-wors-
fcning plight. Just like
the Palestinian cause
pioneered the Boycott,
Divestment, Sanctions
(BDS) movement, so
too should the
Kashmiri one do the
same, and both should
actually join forces in
order to make their
efforts more effective.




Rise Of Women: Shattering Barriers
Around Globe

Azmina Ali Khan
still remember the good
I old days when | went on a
Global Community and
Development Program via
AIESEC. My short trip to the
mesmerizing  island  of
Mauritius as an exchange par-
ticipant had been a life-chang-
ing experience for me.
While working there with the
NGO named “Gender Links”,
I got a chance to hear vulnera-
ble life stories of some women
who had been abused in their
lives and how Gender Links
had been of a ray of hope
in their tragic and crestfall-
en lives.
Gender Links had been
promoting Feminism.
was not willing to work
with them when I heard
about it for the first time,
however, I did start work-
ing and then realized how

objective of
called ‘FEMINISM' and

being one of them. T doubt
even many of you had mis-
interpreted  the theory
itself.

When [ think of the squabble
in Mauritius my mind opens its
doors for the flow of numerous
thoughts. I find myself brood-
ing about a number of social,
political and economic issues
that become a catalyst to
unrest and led towards people
to silently undergo abuse.
Amidst all this I notice myself
to be more inclined upon car-
ing for the controversy prima-
rily gender based than any
other due to the scars it has
inflicted upon the victims. In
contrast to the general belief, it
is not just women who suffer;
research has shown that men
have fallen prey to this mon-
ster 100.

Understanding feminism in
true sense is quite important
because it will help in gaining
better understanding of issues
faced by both genders. It is
quite crucial remove miscon-
ceptions and come up with a
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balanced and qualified strate-

ay.

The unrealistic satire of femi-
nism as anti-male/masculinity
has been used to cripple femi-
nism as well as distract from
conversation about actual gen-
der discrimination. Provided
that the main aim of feminism
is to advance gender equality,
not a specific gender, it is not
required of it to ‘espouse mas-
culinity’, nor femininity, for
that matter. The word *“femi-
nism” does not means making
women more important than

men, when actually it means
promoting women so that
they're equal to men and have
the same chances.

Feminism is a concept that a
female should be valued for
being an individual instead of
simply being a daughter, wife,
sister or a mother. It is the
belief that women have the
same value as men and deserve
equal opportunities and equal
pay. Feminism is the belief that
the identity and individuality
of a women does not ought to
be amended once she gets mar-
ried.

Feminism is the belief that
when the privacy and modesty
of a woman are encroached
upon, it’s not the survivor’s
fault, It is a concept that each
individual ought to have full
right to precise their own sexu-
al identity and orientation
without hesitation, Feminism
is a conviction that ‘consent’
should be prioritized before

anything else.

*‘Misandry’ — Utter misconcep-
tion

Our society as brought a lot of
difficulties in the life of femi-
nists. One of the chief causes
for this is a lack of awareness
and mindfulness in our society.
Feminism is not seen as a
movement that ensures equali-
ty but something that will
incite encounters among gen-

ers.
The word ‘Feminism® has been
considered a double meaning
word and there lies an exten-

sive gap between the actual
definition in the world and the
meaning defined by the socie-
ty. This inaccurate definition
has led to misconception and
much controversy.

The distorted understanding of
feminism amongst the society
has become a reason of preju-
dice and has resultantly trans-
formed the word’s meaning to
represent a drive that ucs
female power and the defini-
tive destruction of male power.
The word feminism has been
considered synonymous with
misandry by many. The prede-
termined concept of feminism
of the society has attained neg-
ative connotations over the
years, and this has altered the
word to mean the superiority
of the female gender, this con-
cept is a not even near to the
true definition: the equality of
the sexes. Hence, the word
remains a subject of debate,
The belief derived from misin-

terpreted definition has unfor-
tunately been widely support-
ed and is difficult to set
straight, There is a threat as the
emergent population may con-
tinue to globally maintain gen-
der roles and endure to regard
the concept of feminism with
disregard, claiming that the
concept feminism is corre-
spondent to desiring death
upon the male gender. The true
definition of the term for gen-
der equality is lost in the
waves.

solve the problems
of class, caste, cth-
nicity and religion.
Women of color and

I am not a feminist as defined
by the society. I am a woman
of dignity and with high aims
and ambitions. As a women |
would like the other women to
kindly own up this word and
wear it like a badge of honor. |
used to hear accusations and
statements upon myself as to
admiring the utter misconcep-
tion that has been created with
regards to the concept of femi-
nism.

On the contrary, | would no
longer feel uncomfortable
when somebody expresses
such an oEinion. 1 will merely
laugh at their obliviousness. |
believe in feminism as a
lifestyle where both the gen-
ders are given equal opportuni-
ties in the fields they can pros-
per. There is undoubtedly a
scope for men’s rights to
improve simultaneously and in
synchronization with women’s
rights: as the feminist move-
ment seeks to change.
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The Next Big Thing: Digital Punjab

Ayesha Imtiaz
akistan is a developing
P country and faces many
challenges such as his-
toric rivalry with India, large
IMF, World Bank, Asian

Development Bank debt, and
many others. Not to forget
political instability, unemploy-
ment, illiteracy, lack of techni-
cal training. According to the
digital evolution index 2017,
Pakistan is a watch-out state
which means a state who faces
severe challenges in digitaliza-
tion. In 2019 Prime Minister
Imran khan developed a
framework of digital Pakistan
to transform the country into a

digital state. The purpose of

digitalization is to avoid cor-
ruption, to ensure the account-
ability process, to increase sus-
tainability and growth in trade.
It also helps in creating an
attractive environment for
diaspora and international
companies. This will enhance
sectoral partnerships of gov-
ernment and private sector.
Although all political parties
make policies practical mani-
festation is not done in a true
spirit. Despite all these prob-
lems, Pakistan strives to devel-
op and flourish in the techno-
logical sector. Prime Minister
Imran Khan on December 5,
2019, launched the Digital
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Pakistan Vision, a comprehen-
sive plan which will not only
help the country in competing
in the digital market globally
but also create jobs and ease
for the people of Pakistan. The

DIGITAL
PUNJAB

Digital Pakistan program oper-
ates directly under the Prime
Minister Office. The major pil-
lars of Digital Pakistan are:
Connectivity and availability
of the internet to the people of
Pakistan that is the fundamen-
tal right of people.

Promote the use of technology
in education, health, agricul-
ture, and other key socio-eco-
nomic sec-
tors.
Ensuring
women and
girls have
equal
access to
will 8

Pakistan an|
attractive
destination

for investment as well as creat-
ing jobs for the people of
Pakistan especially youth.

E-governance that digitizes
intra-government operations
and processes towards a paper-

less environment and develop-
ing a digital infrastructure
along with proper usage of
digital technology.

The wind of change has begun
in Pakistan, Change is the only
constant, To overcome barri-
ers, the states adopt digitaliza-
tion to pursue their social, eco-
nomic, strategic, political, for-
cign objectives. Along with

superpowers the developing
countries are also trying to
adopt digitalization to achieve
and strengthen their socio-eco-
nomic fabric. So, Pakistan is
right on track and moving
towards digitalization.
Speaking of Punjab, the largest
province of Pakistan in terms
of population is contributing to
the national economy with
more than $173 Billion (GDP,
2017). In this regard, dynamic
steps have been taken under
the leadership of CM Usman
Buzdar, for the digitalization
of Punjab.

Punjab Information technolo-
gy board (PITB) with the
assistance of the Ministry of
information and telecommuni-
cation launched different pro-
grams. PITB, School
Education Dept. & PMIU col-
laborated for a dynamic online
education program for school
children during the lockdown
in 2020 known as “Taleem
Ghar.” It is providing course
lectures on science and mathe-
matics from grades 1-10.
Moreover, the e-Transfer app
launched for facilitating
around 375,000 teachers in
50,000 public schools and
transferring of 45,000 teachers
across Punjab. Digitization of
transfer procedure allows
teachers to apply for transfer
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from one school 1o another via
mobile phone and track their
application. 15  different
taxes/levies in 6 departments
have been digitized allowing
citizens to pay these taxes
from their smartphones and
Rs. 4.75 billion in revenue col-
lected.

Mobile Video Conferencing
Solution for Punjab Govt is
launched for business continu-
ity in the wake of the Covid-19
outbreak. A centralized Human
Resource Management System
(HRMS) launched for all
departments  in Punjab to
maintain accurate, digitized
pro?les, skillset, postings, and
performance records of its
employees. E-Filing & Of?ce
Automation System (e-FOAS)
is established for transparency
and a paperless environment.
CM Punjab also launched an e-
Challan Payment System for
online payment of Znes for
traf?c violations. Pakistan is
the second youngest in the
South Asian region after
Afghanistan and the total pop-
ulation of 68 percent are below
the age of 30, 32 percent are
between the ages of 15-29
years. Imran khan’s govern-
ment supports youth empower-
ment programs. In this regard,
Usman Dar as Special
Assistant to the Prime Minister
on Youth Affairs created the
National Youth Development
Framework (NYDF). For
empowering  the

youth of

unemployed youth in digital
freelancing and soft skills to
enable them to earn a sustain-
able monthly income.

Five centers are dedicated to
females only including Lahore
College for Women University

and overall engagement of

women has increased by 54%.
Hotels and salons that pay
their taxes through debit cards
and credit cards will be given
tax relief of 11% (5% instead
of 16%). For economic activi-

access to land records digitally.
The Pakistan Citizen Portal
was established in the direc-
tion of PM Imran Khan to cre-
ate a robust link between the
government and the people of
Pakistan. The portal had
enabled the citizens to high-
light their issues and seek
intervention at the highest
level for their resolution. More
than 34,584 complaints have
been registered on the portal
for Punjab from which 31,231

Chief
Punjab’s e-Rozgaar Training
Program is launched in collab-
oration with Youth Affairs,

Punjab, Minister

Sports, Archaeology and
Tourism (YASAT)
Department. It aims to train

ties and digitalization, more
than 75 new
Punjab Banks are functional
and generate a profit of $14.0
Billion. More than 28 com-
mercial banks have been given

branches of

have been sent to the relevant
departments of Punjab.

To Deal with the health sector
during the covid-19 situation,
the digitalization process
became faster and the National

Security Council (NSC) estab-
lished the National Command
Authority (NCA). They used
the Test, Trace, and Quarantine
(TTQ) strategies to restrain the
vicious spread of Covid-19.
TTQ is aimed at identifying
disease spread, focused clus-
ters/hotspots to enable targeted
lockdowns, and need-driven
resource optimization at all
levels. So through TTQ strate-
gy Pakistan successfully traces
hotspots and under section
144(6) of the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1898, which grants
the provincial government the
authority to issue orders in the
public interest to impose a ban
on certain activities to prevent
“danger to human life, health
or safety” applied smart lock-
down.

So, the federal government
strategy is fully implemented
by the Punjab government but
there is a loophole. Policies,
applications, forums were
cstablished but a lack of IT
knowledge still exists in mass-
¢s, The only thing that is going
to fast track our progress
towards said goals is providing
enough training to the people
of Pakistan. Without practical
training, all these plans will
remain just the plans. Since
technology is nothing without
the knowledge of how to use it,
Pakistan is on the right track
and what we need is proper
implementation as well as con-

stant  attention by the
Government of Pakistan,
Www.hrpostpk.com



The Innovations Of Quantum Computing
Technology In The Modern Era!

Dr Aitzaz Bin Sultan Rai

ithout change, there
i no innovation,
creativity, or incen-

tive for improvement. Those
who initiate change will have a
better opportunity to manage
the inevitable  change.”
William Pollard

In contrary to conventional
computers, quantum comput-
ers (QC) could store massive
information and can break the
codes that were considered
carlier resilient. The QC prom-
ises to offer exciting develop-
ments in various fields, from
materials science to pharma-
ceuticals research. Many com-
puting research institutes
mcluding Google, IBM, Intel,
Microsoft, NASA, and many
others have revolutionized the
concept of QC to manufactur-
ing pocket calculator sized
computers. A “qubit” is the
basic unit of quantum data, the
quantum equivalent of the
“bit™ in a classical computer.
The fundamental physics
behind QC relies on generating
pairs. ot qubits that are “entan-
gled,” means the two moieties
of a couple occur in a solo
quantum state. The world’s
superfast computers have
quintillions of bits. In contrast,
the quantum chip contains
much more extensive informa-
tion with only 72 qubits.
Though the concept of QC is
reasonably offbeat as com-
pared to classical mechanics, it

can do wonders in various
fields ranging from medical
research to security checks. It
can tailor highly productive
pathways of drug develop-
ment, in which proteins are
engineered to manufacture
new vaccines. Novel drug
therapies can be generated to
combat serious ailments,
including but not
limited to cancer,
various neurolog-
ical and heart dis-

Google,
collaboration
with IBM, has
manufactured the
world’s highest
efficiency quan-
tum D ]
chip.
accomplish
mathematical
task within sec-
onds with great
precision, that the
world’s  fastest
supercomputer|

could  perform

only in months and years. The
practical value of QCs lies in
power saving. The energy con-
sumption of a system is about
20 kW, versus the convention-
al supercomputer’s consump-
tion of 10-20 MW, consuming
almost 1,000 times additional
energy.

Another critical utility is in

operating the electric cars,
mainly based on efficient cell
chemistry of the batteries.
Quantum mechanics can be
implemented in simulating
battery-cell chemistry, boost-
ing the performance limits and
ageing of Dbattery cells.
Daimler, the parent company
of Mercedes-Benz, in collabo-

ration with Google, has devel-
oped more powerful, robust,
and less expensive vehicle fuel
batteries. Relevant to artificial
intelligence, machine learning
can also be steered at high
speeds on a QC. The high
computational efficiency of
QC will also help the world in
combating the food shortage

by manufacturing the fertiliz-
ers. It comes into play by pro-
viding a new way to improve
the catalysts used in the pro-
duction of ammonia.
Moreover, quantum mechanics
can be utilized in designing the
world’s most powerful super-
computers to model high-reso-
lution weather forecasts.
“Every once in a while, a new
technology, an old problem,
and a big idea turn into an
innovation.” Dean Kamen

As every new advancement
comes with a price, the QCs
have some drawbacks too; the
topmost is the “decoherence™.
The system makes calculations
in nanoseconds and can retain
the information only for
microseconds, This flaw is
attributed to its extreme sensi-
tivity to heat, radiation and
magnetic field. That's why the
QC chips are protected by
multi-layered shielding and
cooling down to -273 °C.

Despite all, quantum comput-
ing technology is still in its

infancy stage. It’s a new para-
digm that is on the threshold of
execution. Because of their
unique special individualities,
we are opinionating the
hybridization of the classical
computers and  quantum
processors, so that each system
can contribute its peculiar
métiers.

Www.hrpostpk.com



Social Media Is Smokes And Mirrors

By Alina Rashad
ocial media is a double
edge sword. You all the
know the drill of social
media, uploading pictures, sta-
tus, sharing stories and com-
menting. Social media has
allowed us to transfer a copi-
ous amount of information that
will ultimately lead to progress
and quantifiable change. But
it's kind of a red herring
towards reality. It has the abil-
ity to make a silk purse out of
a sow’s ear.
Social media is all about
creating an idealized
version of oneself
and hence escapin
the reality. We nee:
1o understand that
every human on
this earth is not
utterly enjoying life
and if their social
media implies otherwise
then they are lying. What peo-
ple show online is not
entirely true.  Not
everyone is on cloud
nine.
If someone has
posted a perfect
picture of having
that doesn’t
mean they are not
ing through their
oring routines. Behind
every perfect photo, there
are thousands of not so per-
fect photos. Basically,
putting up the collec-
tion of the best and
brightest moment in
social media is too
stressful.
For e.g. you just
saw a picture of
your friend enjoying
at the beach. Now you
eat your heart out and
think that why am I not on
the beach? Why am [ not
cr);'oying my life the way she
is? What you just missed from
that photo is that she spent an
hour to take photos, looking
for the perfect view, moving
from one place to another just
to get a perfect shot, dressed
up to the nines just to get col-
orful picture and posing in dif-
ferent ways to look natural,

Then selected the best one,
posted it and missed enjoying
the moment in staging photos
Jjust to get admiration from the
people she barely knows.
There are billions of other
examples related to the reality
show on social media that peo-
ple think they are directing and
acting. From joining gym and
posting a photo with a tread-
mill  saying #fitnessgoals,
when in reality you don’t run
on a treadmill for more than
five minutes,
Posting a

healthy

meal
picture,
when in real-
ity you ate pizza

#Healthylifestyle.
Puuinﬁ up

make-

up,

tak-
ing mil-
lion selfies,
editing it with filters
and posting it on your social
media saying #nofilter #woke-
uplikethis.

People are really making a
mountain out of a molehill to
live their lives to be aestheti-
cally pleasing across social
media. It’s all Greek that one
lives a life of peaches and
cream. Next time you think
that someone’s life is better

than yours, think twice
because it’s all smoke and mir-
Tors.
You all are familiar with the
function of currency and in
social media these likes, com-
ments and sharing stories are
the currency by which we
assign value to something. You
are the product in social media.
‘When you spent an hour to edit
a photo and you put it on the
social media, you are basically
allowing others to value you.
You are like a sit-
ting duck,
wait-
ing

people to tell
you your worth.

Sometimes you
meet with

pictures,
when in reality
you just don’t want to
see  them.
People
are

sit-
ting at
dinners and
their heads are
buried in their phone, WHY?
They took a photo and now
they are thinking of the best
caption for it and getting into
anxiety. This photo is the vali-
dation of you being socially
active with your friends and
family.

We take our product off the
shelf when it’'s not selling.
Same is the case with humans,

you posted a picture and if that
picture doesn’t give you above
500 or maybe 1000 likes, you
take it off. You need to under-
stand that beauty is only skin
deep, you can’t let others
decide who you really are. Not
everyone is going to like you
and not getting likes or com-
ments doesn’t make you any
lesser than anyone else.
What people are not under-
standing is that it’s not the
social media which is causing
the trouble, it’s the dark side
of people. Social media is
just illuminating the
darker side of people.
Once you have ree-
ognized the problem,
you can fix it.
Nine times out of ten
you spent two hours
on social media and
you get under some-
one's spell. You start to
think they are in the seventh
heaven. HERE you need to
nig this problem in the
ud and for that you
have to adopt audit
social media diet.
Just like you exam-
ine carefully every-
thing before you eat,
here you have to
audit what goes in
your head. Unfollow
pages that is making you
delusional. Unfriend people
who are just faking every-
thing and making you
feel less  special.
Social media is a
great way to connect
but know that not
everything is as it
seems to be.
Create a better online
experience for yourself.
Follow people who
inspire you to become a better
version of yourself, follow
actors as they do provide you
entertainment, follow pages of
religion as they are the way to
peace. In short follow those
who brings the best out of you.
You are spending almost two
hours every day on social
media and you should feel bet-
ter, motivated and inspired
when you get offline.
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Pakistani Researchers In Top 2% Of
The World Researchers List!

ania Nister Advisor to
S Prime Minister among 8

Females researchers out
of 81 Researchers from
Pakistan, who have Secured
their Positions as top 2% of
Scientists of the World -
Published by Stanford
University.
The exhaustive list released by

University of Sciences &
Technology (NUST), Quaid-i-

Azam University (QAU),
University of Agriculture
Faisalabad (UAF) and

University of the Punjab (PU),
working in 31 different fields
of research e.g. Artificial
Intelligence & Image
Processing, Applied Physics,

Stanford  University  has
159683 top 2% researchers of

»

3

the world from various fields
of research. The report was
prepared by Prof. John PA
Loannidis of Stanford
University and his team. The
list is made based on the cita-
tions and h-index data,
Scientists are classified into 22
scientific fields and 176 sub-
fields. Field and subfield-spe-
cific percentiles are also pro-
vided for all scientists who
have published at least 5
papers. Career-long data are
updated to end-o0f-2019.

There are 81 researchers on the
list from 38 different universi-
ties of Pakistan, eminently
from Commission on Science
and Technology for
Sustainable Development in
the South (COMSATS)
University, University of
Karachi (UoK), The National
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Environmental Sciences,
Mechanical Engineering &

%

=
Transports, Medicinal &
Biomolecular Chemistry, and
Plant Biology & Botany.
The successtul researchers are
affiliated with universities in
different provinces of
Pakistan. Islamabad holds the
highest number of rescarchers

(34) majorly from QAU,
COMSATS, NUST, and
International Islamic

University (IIU), followed by
Punjab (23) — mostly from
UAF, PU Lahore and
Government College
University (GCU) Lahore and
Faisalabad. Not far behind is
Sindh with IS5 researchers on
the list, most of them are from
UoK and The Agha Khan

University (AKU). 9
researchers from the province
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

(KPK) have made their place

on the list who represent Abdul
Wali Khan University Mardan
(AWKUM) and Sarhad
University of Science &
Information Technology
(SUIT).

Among these researchers, 8
are females from different uni-
versities, including Sania
Nishter (Heartfile Pakistan),
Special Assistant on Poverty
Alleviation and Social Safety

to the Prime Minister of
Pakistan, with the status of
Federal Minister, and BISP
Chairperson. Other female
researchers are Noreen Sher
Akbar (NUST), Khalida Inayat
Noor (COMSATS),
Darakhshan Jabeen Haleem
(UoK), Ayesha Kausar (QAU),
Bina Shaheen Siddiqui (UoK),
Tasneem Gul Kazi (University
of Sindh), and Asghari
Magsood (Air University (AU)
Islamabad).

Considering the contribution
of universities/institutes,
COMSATS has the maximum
number of researchers (9) on
the list, followed by QAU and
UoK having 8 each, NUST and
UAF each with 5 researchers,
11U has 4, while PU and AKU
lc‘ach has 3 researchers on the
ist.

There are 10 outstanding
researchers who have made
their place in the top 200 of the
world in their respective fields.
Muhammad Aslam  Noor
(COMSATS) is ranked 5 in
Numerical & Computational
Mathematics. Muhammad
Ashraf (UAF) 54 and M. Yasin
Ashraf (NIAB) 72 in Plant
Biology & Botany, ?Rahmat
Ellahi (ITU) 66 and Noreen

Sher Akbar (NUST) 115 in
Mechanical Engineering &
Transports, Muhammad
Zaman (QAU), Anwar Hassan
Gilani (AKU), and Khalid
Mahmood (PU) are also in top
200 of their respective fields.
Distinguished 8 researchers
who have 500+ publications
are M. Igbal Choudhary (UoK)
1028 Publications, Khalid
Mohammed Khan (UoK) 641,
Muhammad Aslam Noor
(COMSATS) 615, Nadeem
Javaid (COMSATS) 589, M
Sharif (PU) 552, A. Waheed
(NUST) 522 and Muhammad
Ashraf (UAF) with 502 publi-
cations. Among them, the
highest citation score 0of 4.33 is
secured by Muhammad Aslam
Noor.
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20 February World Day of Social Justice
“A call for Social Justice in Digital Economy”

WORLD DAY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE

Minahel Akbar

he popular contention

I that the rich get richer
and the poor get the
poorer appears to be largely
based on fact particularly with-
in the present global context.
Social justice is a recent con-
cept born of the struggles sur-
rounding the industrial revolu-
tion and the advent of socialist.
In today’s world, an enormous
gap in the distribution of
wealth, income and public
benefits growing faster reflect-
ing a general trend that is

morally unfair politically
unwise and economically
unsound.

Injustice at the international
level has produced a parallel
increase in inequality between
affluent and poor countries.
Social justice means that
everyone's human rights are
respected and protected.

Everyone has equal opportuni-

ties. Everyone has the right to
spend their life happily in
accordance with their mind
while keeping in mind the
human rights of others. Social
justice depends on human
rights and equity. Social
Justice applies to all aspects of
society including race and gen-
der and tied with human rights.
Racial inequality is one of the
most common social justice
issues in the world.

Social Justice tells the equal
rights of everyone in the econ-
omy, politics and careers. It
encompasses economic jus-
tice. Social Justice explains us
getting equal health care treat-
ment is our social right. We
have equal right in education
but due to financial conditions,
some students having calibre
cannot get higher education.
They sacrifice the field of their
interest like if we talk about a
pure science pre-medical stu-

dent who wants to be a doctor
but lack social justice in edu-
cational policies, limited seat
criteria and a heavy amount
per semester causes brainstorm
and students commit suicides
or take admission in other
fields in which they don’t have
any interest till the end of their
degree meanwhile same with
the engineers after their gradu-
ation they are not familiar with
the practical field of work.

The point to be noted is that
we are producing impassionate
students in society having no
spark to work hard in their
field. The base is so rough so
how can we imagine the pro-
ductive and worthy work from
the coming generation. In this
digital generation, we need
more justice equality policies
and a learning framework so
the upcoming youth can pro-
duce productive and innova-
tive things in reality, copy-

pasting in facial expressions
and digital marketing is every-
where. To combat this we need
to learn the technical things to
progress in society So no one
can harm us and we can grow
with the flow.

The theme for world social
justice day 20 Feb 2021 is “A
call for Social Justice in the
digital economy”. As above
social justice provides human
rights with fair context and
equally, everyone can enjoy
the rights of being a human.
No one can suppress others on
the basis of wealth status gen-
der and colour discriminations.
Lockdown has exposed the
people eaming through digital
media and growing their digi-
tal economy through social
media platforms. Social justice
aims at everyone can generate
economy through social media
as this platform is for all to
become a creator and earn.
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World Interfaith Harmony Week and Pakistan

Muhammad Anwar Farooq
nterfaith harmony means
Ibringing peace and tran-
quillity promoting among
people by positivity. There is
an interrelationship among
people of different religious
beliefs at the individual and
institutional level which proj-
cets a positive picture in the
polity of nations. Interfaith
harmony encourages the dic-
tum to live and lets others live
peacefully. World
Interfaith Harmony Week
is an annual event
observed during the first]
week of February. World
Interfaith Harmony Week
(WIHW), conceived to
promote peace and nonvi-
olence, was first proposed
by King Abdullah Il of
Jordan at the
Nations in
Recognizing the impera-
tive need for dialogue
among different faiths and
religions to enhance mutu-
al understanding, harmo-
ny and cooperation among %
people, the  Generalp®
Assembly encourages allj
States to spread the mes-
sage of interfaith harmony
and goodwill in the world’s
churches, mosques, syna-
gogues, temples and other
places of worship during that
week, voluntarily and accord-
ing to their religious traditions
or convictions. The World
Interfaith Harmony Week pro-
vides a platform—one week in
a year—when all interfaith
groups and other groups of
goodwill can show the world
what a powerful movement
they are, This week will allow
for these groups to become
aware of ecach other and
strengthen the movement by
building ties and avoiding
duplicating each other’s’
efforts,
Pakistan was created in the
name of religion Islam. The
flag of Pakistan signifies the
existence and importance of
minorities of the state. The
constitution 1973 of Pakistan
protects the minorities’ rights
to live in the state freely.

Supposedly, Pakistan is con-
sidered an unsafe country for
non-Muslims to reside in.
Previous outbreaks on holy
sites of non-Muslims were
broadcast on international
media that Pakistan is not a

safe state for non-Muslims. If

one looks closely, these terror-
ist attacks not only harmed the
holy sites of nonMuslims but
also the holy sites of Muslims.
Article 20 of the constitution

of Pakistan provides equal
rights to minorities for reli-
gious practices. They have the
liberty of worship and follow
their cultural practices. Article
8-17 of the 1973 Constitution

focuses on the fundamental
rights of all citizens living in

Pakistan. Even section 1(4) of

the Enforcement of Shariah
Act lies down: *Nothing con-
tained in this Act shall affect
the Personal Laws, religious
freedom, traditions, customs
and way of life of the non-
Muslims’. Quaid-E-Azam, the
founder of Pakistan declared
that: “Only people with an
equal awareness of both west-
em societies and Islamic soci-
cties could run the newly cre-
ated Pakistan properly. Equal
rights for minorities and
females, democracy, and toler-
ance should be the main
motives of the new state; and
that sectarianism and extrem-
ism would not find any place

in Pakistan”.

Now the world is observing
interfaith harmony week and
in connection to WIHW, a spe-
cial representative to the prime
minister on religious harmony
has said interfaith harmony
councils will be established all
over the country to promote
religious tolerance among the
people of different religions
and religious sects. No doubt,
interfaith dialogue is urgently

required to eradicate the men-
ace of secctarian violence,
extremism and terrorism. The
government also planned to
include topics on religious tol-
erance in the curriculum at
schools and colleges to pro-
mote religious harmony. The
government will arrange joint
sittings of representatives of
different religions and reli-
gious schools of thought regu-
larly to promote religious har-
mony and interfaith dialogue.
It is decided that religious
seminars and congregations
will be held during the month
of Rabi-ul-Awal on the topics
of peace, affection, unity and
leniency in the light of Seerat-
¢-Tayyaba. No doubt, The
interfaith dialogue and inter-
sect harmony is the best and
ideal way for peaceful coexis-
tence in society. No doubt, it is
a good idea of the government
to establish interfaith harmony
councils all over the country at

the union and tehsil council’s
level to promote harmony in
the society. It is hoped that the
outcomes of the decisions
would be positive.

Pakistan 1s a religious state
where people who belong to
different faiths are mostly liv-
ing peacefully. No religion nei-
ther allows nor teaches to be
violent against other religions.
Instead, some other forces are
spreading hate among people
for which the
state needs to
act against
these culprits.
No doubt, the
majority of the
population is
following
Islam as their

freligion,  the
religion of
peace and har-
Amony. The

majority of the
population con-
tinued to serve
and strengthen
interfaith har-
mony. Many
individuals and
organizations
in Pakistan are
playing a very strategic role to
promote interfaith harmony
among the people in Pakistan.
Pakistan is very rich in its cul-
ture and history so there are
numerous religious places of
Hindus, Sikh and Christian
communities, So, a multi-cul-
tural and multi-religion exis-
tence is very important in edu-
cation, trade and art. It is an
obligation to the state 1o guard
the phenomenal religious his-
tory, cultures and rights of
Non-Muslims to provide them
with a strong and peaceful
presence in the State. The real
message of interfaith harmony
is in need to spread to deal
with controversial problems
like sectarianism. It is the
responsibility of the govern-
ment as well as every citizen
particularly of parents, teach-
ers, religious scholars and
political leaders to play their
vital role in promoting inter-
faith harmony in Pakistan.
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A Multi-Cultural Society is Actually
a Rich Society!

Dr Amara Khan

e all are familiar
with the fact that the
world has become a

global village. Today, we are
living in a society that com-
prises of various ethnicities
and cultures. It is no denying
the fact that there are several
benefits that emerge from mul-
ticultural environments, for the
diversity of the races, cultures,

selves not only in our own cul-
tures but also we must
approach other cultures in
order to understand, represent,
and evaluate the remarkably
national conditions. When we
are exposed to distinctive cus-
toms of life, we gain an enor-
mous extent of feelings and
lives to discover. This can hap-
pen in both a personal and pro-
fessional approach.

mmnw-wva—u

as well as traditions make the
society unique as well as
attractive.

Technology and social media
have revolutionised the twen-
ty-first-century. We as
Pakistani citizens have to pre-
pare our next generation for a
tolerant place. We all should
do something for the future to
value. We need to ground our-

I am writing this so that you
see that meeting diverse races
cach day is an nordinate treat
to be progressive and to
acquire an astounding life. It
should be a pleasing experi-
ence to live in a world that
comprises a mixture of several
cultures. One of the major ben-
efits is that the inhabitants
learn much tolerance on other

ethnicities as well as customs.
In addition, living in a multi-
cultural social setting may
offer an individual the oppor-
tunity to enlarge one’s cogni-
tive thinking and also to gain
knowledge of remote cultures.
Therefore, a multicultural
society gives an individual an
upper hand in understanding
new cultures which raise one’s
awareness with regard to the

issues of the world. It is also a
human desire to acquire new
experiences as well as broad
knowledge which is well
offered by living in a multicul-
tural social setting.

With today’s globalisation,
connecting people from differ-
ent parts of the world, societies
have become increasingly
multicultural. In many ways, it

should be seen as a multicul-
tural mosaic, where each cul-
ture has a say in creating the
picture shown to the world. We
need to focus on how every
society, living side by side, has
to fit and adapt to each other.
In the beginning, people may
find it difficult to live next to
people with another culture for
the fear that their norms would
crash, and create a divide

between them. However, they
should try to adapt to each
other to live peacefully. In
order for a society to function,
the different parts, or people,
have to co-operate.

The impulse to compare is an
elementary human attribute, [
consider comparison is stimu-
lating and inspiring.
Considering the way we are

Www.hrpostpk.com



both comparable and diverse
makes us better understand the
nuances of both experiences
whilst indorsing empathy.

But where we see multiple
benefits, there are few narrow-
minded people who think that
the culture of the host society
would fade away as a result of
multiculturalism  so  they
oppose embracing  different
cultures. Such people view and
present cthnic diversity in a
manner that affects social trust
negatively. The proponents of
such arguments support the
ideology of diflerentials,
which s a belief that there is a
need to differentiate between
different ethnicities and cul-
tures in a multicultural society.
They are of the view
that dissimilar eth-
nic groups and cul-
tures are unable to
coexist. They fur-
ther amplify their
fears by promoting
that a multicultural
society brings about
cultural differences
that may divide
society. Whereas the
major reason behind
such division is that
one cultural group
has a fecling that its
religion and culture
are superior as com-
pared to the other
groups. As a result,
¢thnic  minorities |
suffer from racial
disadvantages in aff
multi-cthnic setting. j
It is not only thef
adults who face this
injustice but evenk

template they are. We simply
fail to realise it for the tags we
set before them. It is all about
judgment, | presume. We give
less significance to certain
populaces just because of how
they appear. Occasionally, we
fail compassion and we are
oblivious of it. We should be
recapped that multiplicity is
not a burden to living liberally
but a venture to contact the
world.

Despite having the intention of
adapting, cultural differences
can create a gap between peo-
ple. Ignorance and prejudice
might be two of the reasons
why people find it hard to
communicate with others, or
do not want to learn more

the children are not spared and
we see this discrimination in
the non-provision of basic
facilities such as the children’s
right to education. Children
from minority ethnic groups
many a time underperform due
to them being in an unfamiliar
environment with less recogni-
tion of their existence.
Therefore, due to cultural dif-
ferences in a multi-ethnic set-
ting, there is a division in soci-
ety. It pains me to discover that
there are people amongst us
who are so discriminating.
There is no impairment in tak-
ing some time to understand
the other person so that one
can reduce the chance of dis-
tress, nevertheless, I still desire
1o imagine that the world is a
better place when we feel pos-
itive about someone notwith-
standin, his‘her  cultural
upbringing. In actuality, there
are people out there who are
far superior to who we con-

about their neighbouring cul-
tures. As a consequence, we
stay away from our neighbors,
not wanting to learn about
their culture. We think that cul-
tural differences act as a divid-
ing power between people. We
should try to understand how
people in developed countries,
despite being aware of the dif-
ferences in norms and tradi-
tions, choose to overlook
them.

One can learn much by living
in a multicultural society. We
should write discourses as well
as make movies to try to teach
people about the importance of
understanding various cul-
tures. We need to focus on how
finding the similarities unite
people, whereas how not pay-
ing attention to other people’s
traditions can make adapting
even harder. The lesson is,
therefore, 1o try to pay atten-
tion to different cultural
norms, because when one has
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knowledge about other peo-
ple’s cultures, it is easier to
understand the different points
of view.

We can write stories set in a
multicultural country, showing
various approaches on how to
handle cultural differences. As
a consequence, one has to take
into account the variety of
norms and traditions when
communicating with others
and trying to make a country
work as a whole.
Acquaintance with one’s own
tradition is vital, nevertheless
what is crucial is sympathy to
what the country entails at the
moment, It is that realization
that makes an individual look
external to his own cultural

oyster into beneficial facets of
other cultures, We should be
open to other cultures in order
to appreciate, replicate, and
review the exceptionally
national as well as internation-
al situations that are being rep-
resented in the written works
as well as through electronic
media. All inhabitants of
Pakistan must go through the
course of finding how the “us™
and “them” break down and
develop into "we, the people of
Pakistan." We need to keep
reminding ourselves that the
developed countries do not
exemplify one culture but inte-
gration of their various cul-
tures.

The people of Pakistan need to
break out of cultural nui-
sances. We need to decenter
our thought. We all need to
believe that cultural conflicts
take on several forms and have
happened in the past too. So all
we need is to find out the way

to be more open-hearted. It is
not only the responsibility of
the government. Every indi-
vidual should perform her/his
specific role. History shows
that the young generation,
especially the students, have
always performed an impera-
tive function in improvements
and revolts in  society.
Therefore certainly, students,
teachers, working men and
women, and also homemakers
can and do play a central
responsibility  in rejoining,
inspiring, and supporting the
logic of acceptance despite dif-
ferences amongst the people.
We must be more concerned
with the forthcoming times.
Instead of critiquing, we
should generate
new love and
hope amongst
all. When the
requirement is
to accede to our
heritages with-
out rebuffing
other cultures;
we should not
attempt to
shape ourselves
opposing other
cultures. We do
not want a
denunciation of
other people in
our society, as
that would seg-
regate
Pakistani peo-
ple. I there-
fore, request
for unification
with all cul-
ures. We may
not want to
criticise but we do need to con-
strue the beliefs of our people
in minority. As thoughtful
national individuals, we need
to record the concern, anguish,
and irritation of the people liv-
ing as a minority. Instead of
facing a manuscript reviewing
history, life, activities, or cul-
tures, we make learning easier
by moving a step ahead and
trying to understand other eth-
nicities and cultures and then
we live life to the maximum by
uniting and involving with
people around us. We must
avold the use of markers as
these just make the situation
worse. To sum this up, living
in a society which is multi-cth-
ni¢ and multi-culture has many
advantages for it gives individ-
uals a chance to experience
various ways of living through
the acquisition of other peo-
ple’s language, customs,
behaviors as well as art.
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