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Turkey: Hundreds of Refugees
Deported to Syria

EU Should Recognize Turkey Is Unsafe for Asylum Seekers

Turkish authorities arbitrarily
arrested, detained, and deport-
ed hundreds of Syrian refugee
men and boys to Syria between
February and July 2022,
Human Rights Watch said
today.

Deported Syrians told Human
Rights Watch that Turkish offi-
cials arrested them in their
homes, workplaces, and on the
street, detained them in poor
conditions, beat and abused
most of them, forced them to
sign voluntary return forms,
drove them to border crossing
points with northern Syria, and
forced them across at gun-
point.

“In violation of international
law Turkish authorities have
rounded up hundreds of Syrian
refugees, even unaccompanied
children, and forced them back
to northern Syria,” said Nadia
Hardman, refugee and migrant
rights researcher at Human
Rights Watch. *“Although
Turkey provided temporary
protection to 3.6 million
Syrian refugees, it now looks
like Turkey is trying to make
northern Syria a refugee
dumping ground.”

Recent signs from Turkey and
other governments indicate
that they are considering nor-
malizing relations with Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad. In
May 2022, President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey
announced that he intends to
resettle one million refugees in
northern Syria, in areas not
controlled by the government,
even though Syria remains
unsafe for returning refugees.
Many of those returned are
from government-controlled
areas, but even if they could
reach them, the Syrian govern-
ment is the same one that pro-

duced over six million
refugees and committed grave
human  rights  violations

against its own citizens even
before uprisings began.

The deportations provide a
stark counterpoint to Turkey’s
record of generosity as host to

more refugees than any other
country in the world and
almost four times as many as
the whole European Union
(EU), for which the EU has
provided billions of Euros in
funding for humanitarian sup-
port and migration manage-
ment.

P
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Between February and August,
Human Rights Watch inter-
viewed by phone or in person
inside Turkey 37 Syrian men
and 2 Syrian boys who had
been registered for temporary
protection in Turkey. Human
Rights Watch also interviewed
seven relatives of Syrian
refugee men and a refugee
woman whom Turkish authori-
ties deported to northern Syria
during this time.

Human Rights Watch sent let-
ters with queries and findings
to the European Commission,
the European Commission’s
Directorate-General for
Migration and Home Affairs,
and the Turkish Interior
Ministry. Human Rights Watch
received a response from
Bernard Brunet, of the EU’s

for
and
Negotiations.

Directorate-General
Neighborhood
Enlargement

The content of this letter is
reflected in the section on
removal centers.

Turkish officials deported 37
of the people interviewed to
northern Syria. All said they

were deported together with
dozens or even hundreds of
others. All said they were
forced to sign forms either at
removal centers or the border
with Syria. They said that offi-
cials did not allow them to
read the forms and did not
explain what the forms said,
but all said they understood the
forms to be allegedly agreeing
to  voluntary repatriation.
Some said that officials cov-
ered the part of the form writ-
ten in Arabic with their hands.
Most said they saw authorities
at these removal centers pro-
cessing other Syrians in the
same way.

Many said that they saw
Turkish officials beat other
men who had initially refused
to sign, so they felt they had no
choice. Two men detained at a
removal center in Adana said
they were given the choice of

signing a form and going back
to Syria or being detained for a
year. Both chose to leave
because they could not bear
the thought of a year in deten-
tion and needed to support
their families.

Ten people were not deported.
Some were released and

warned that if they did not
move back to their city of reg-
istration they would be deport-
ed if found elsewhere. Others
managed to contact lawyers
through the intervention of
family members to help secure
their release. Several are still
in removal centers waiting for
a resolution to their case,
unaware why they are being
detained and fearing deporta-
tion. Those released described
life in Turkey as dangerous,
saying that they are staying at
home with their curtains
closed and limiting movement
to avoid the Turkish authori-
ties.

Deportees were driven to the
border from removal centers.
sometimes in rides lasting up
to 21 hours, handcuffed the
whole way. They said they
were forced to cross border
checkpoints at either
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Onciipinar/Bab al-Salam or

Cilyegdzii/Bab al-Hawa,
which lead to non-govern-
ment- controlled areas of

Syria. At the checkpoint, a 26-
year-old man from Aleppo
recalled a Turkish official
telling him, “We’ll shoot any-
one who tries cross back.”

In June 2022, the UN refugee
agency, UNHCR, said that
15,149 Syrian refugees had
voluntarily returned to Syria so
tar this year. The local authori-
ties who control Bab al-Hawa
and Bab al-Salam border
crossings respectively publish
monthly numbers of people
crossing through their check-
points from Turkey to Syria.
Between February and August
2022, 11,645 people were
returned through Bab al-Hawa
and 8,404 through Bab al-
Salam.
Turkey is bound by treaty and
customary international law to
respect the principle of nonre-
foulement, which prohibits the
return of anyone to a place
where they would face a real
risk of persecution, torture or
other ill-treatment, or a threat
to life. Turkey must not coerce
people into returning to places
where they face serious harm.
Turkey should protect the
basic rights of all Syrians,
regardless of where they are
registered and should not
deport refugees who are living
and working in a city other
than where their temporary
protection ID and address are
registered.
On October 21, Dr. Savas
Unlii, head of the Presidency
for Migration Management,
responded by letter to Human
Rights Waich's letter o
October 3 sharing this report's
findings. Emphasizing that
Turkey hosts the largest num-
ber of refugees in the world,
Dr. Unlii rejected Human
Rights Watch's findings in
their totality, calling the alle-
gations baseless. Seiting out
the services provided by law
to people secking protection in
Turkey, he underscored that
Turkey “carries out migration
management in accordance
with national and international
law.”

“The EU and its member states
should acknowledge that
Turkey does not meet its crite-
ria for a safe third country and
suspend its funding of migra-
tion detention and border con-
trols until forced deportations
cease,” Hardman said.
“Declaring Turkey a ‘safe third
country’ is inconsistent with
the scale of deportations of

HRP

Syrian refugees to northern
Syria. Member states should
not make this determination
and should focus on relocating
asylum seekers by increasing
resettlement numbers.”

Human Rights Watch focused
on the deportation of Syrian
refugees who had been recog-
nized by Turkey's temporary
protection regime but whom
authorities nevertheless
deported or threatened with
deportation to Syria in 2022.
All 47 Syrian refugees whose
cases were examined had been

living and working in cities
across Turkey, the majority in

Istanbul, before they were
arrested, detained, and in most
cases deported. All detainees
are identified with pseudo-
nyms for their protection.

All but two had a Turkish tem-
porary protection 1D permit
when they lived in Turkey,
commonly called a kimlik,
which protects Syrian refugees
against forced return to Syria.
Several said they had both a
temporary protection ID and a
work permit.

Turkey shelters over 3.6 mil-
lion Syrians and is the world’s
largest refugee-hosting coun-
try. Under a geographical limi-
tation that Turkey has applied
to its accession to the UN
Refugee Convention, Syrians
and others coming from coun-
tries to the south and east of
Turkey's borders are not grant-
ed full refugee status. Syrian
refugees are registered under a
“temporary protection” regula-
tion, which Turkish authorities
say automatically applies to all
Syrians seeking asylum.

Ismail Catakli said applica-
tions for temporary and inter-
national protection would not
be accepted in 16 provinces:
Ankara, Antalya, Aydin,
Bursa, Canakkale, Diizce,
Edirne, Hatay, Istanbul, 1zmir,
Kirklareli, Kocaeli, Mugla,
Sakarya, Tekirdag, and Yalova.
He also said residency permit
applications by foreigners
would not be accepted in any
neighborhood in which 25 per-
cent or more of the population
consisted of foreigners. He
reported that registration had
already been closed in 781
neighborhoods throughout
Turkey because foreigners in
those locations exceeded 25
“percent of the population.

In June, Interior Minister

#Siileyman Soylu announced

Athat from July 1 onward, the
proportion would be reduced
to 20 percent and the number

5 of neighborhoods closed to

foreigners’ registration
increased to 1,200, with can-
cellation of temporary protec-
tion status of Syrians who
traveled in the country with-
out applying for permission.

a< Many interviewees explained

that they could not find
‘employment in their city of
registration and could not

3\ survive there but could find

work in Istanbul.

Over the past two years, there
has been an increase in racist
and xenophobic attacks

B acainst foreigners, notably

Hagainst Syrians. On August
11, 2021, groups of Turkish
residents attacked work-

places and homes of Syrians

in a neighborhood in Ankara
a day after a Syrian youth
stabbed and killed a Turkish
»youth in a fight.

In the lead-up to general elec-
Stions in spring 2023, opposi-
tion politicians have made
speeches that fuel anti-
refugee sentiment and sug-
gest that Syrians should be

Turkey’s Temporary
Protection Regulation grants
Syrian refugees access to basic
services ncluding education
and health care but generally
requires them to live in the
provinece in which they are reg-
istered. Refugees must obtain
permission to travel between
provinces. In late 2017 and
early 2018, Istanbul and nine
provinces on the border with
Syria suspended registration of
newly arriving asylum seekers.
In February 2022, Turkey's
Deputy Interior Minister

returned to war-torn Syria.
President Erdogan’s coalition
government has responded
with pledges to reseitle Syrians
in Turkish-occupied arcas of
northern Syria.

Most of those interviewed
were arrested on the streets of
Istanbul, and others during
raids in their workplaces or
homes. The arresting officials
sometimes introduced them-
selves as Turkish police offi-
cers, and all demanded to see

the refugees’ identification
documents.
Under Turkey’s temporary

protection regulation, Syrian
refugees are required to live in



the province where they first
['CngIE]‘ as l't:ﬁlgCCS. Seventeen
of these 47 refugees were liv-

ing and working in their city of

registration, while the rest
were living and working in a
different province.

Five refugees said they were
arrested because of complaints
or spurious allegations from
neighbors or employers, rang-
ing from making too much
noise to being a terrorist. All
refugees said these accusations
had no foundation. Four of
them were acquitted, released,
or deported; one man is still
being investigated.

Detention

On arrest, Syrian refugees
were either taken to local
police stations for a short peri-
od or directly to a removal
center, usually Tuzla Removal
Center in Istanbul. Other
removal centers included were
n Pendik, Adana,
Gaziantep, and Urfa. In all
cases, Turkish officials
confiscated the Syrians’
telephones, wallets, and}
other personal belongings. j&
The authorities refused
refugees’ requests to call
their family members or
lawyers. One man who
asked to speak to a lawyer
said an officer at the
police station said, “*Did
you commit any crime?’
When I said ‘no,” he said,
‘Then you don’t need to
call a lawyer.™

All  said the Turkishf
authorities kept them in
cramped, unsanitary
rooms in various removal
centers. Beds were limited and
interviewees said they often
had to share them. Refugees
said they were usually divided
according to nationality and
were generally held with other
Syrians. Boys under 18 were
detained with adult men.
Migrants and refugees held in
a basketball court for hours
while waiting for a cell in
Tuzla Removal Center in June
2022, © 2022 privateClick to
expand Image

Migrants and refugees held in
a basketball court for hours
while waiting for a cell in
Tuzla Removal Center in June
2022. © 2022 private

While some removal centers
had better conditions than oth-
ers, all interviewees described
a lack of adequate food and
access to washroom facilities,
as well as other unsanitary
conditions. In Tuzla, where the
majority of interviewees
passed  through, Syrians
described being held outside in

areas described as ““basketball
courts™ for hours on end while
waiting to be assigned a space,
which was usually inside a
cramped metal container.
*Ahmad” described conditions
at Tuzla Removal Center,
where he was detained along-
side unrelated children in over-
crowded metal containers:
There were six beds in my cell
and two or three people had to
share each bed, and in my cell,
one kid was 16 and one was
17. At first there were 15 of us
[in the cell] but then they
added more people. We stayed
12 days without taking a show-
er because they didn’t have
one.

All interviewees said Turkish
officials in the removal centers
cither assaulted them or they
witnessed officials kicking or
beating other Syrians with
their hands or wooden or plas-

tic batons. “Fahad,” a 22-year-
old man from Aleppo,
described the beatings in Tuzla
Removal Center:

I was beaten in Tuzla.... I
dropped my bread by accident
and [ tried to pick it up from
the floor. An officer kicked me
and | fell down. He started to
beat me with a wooden stick. 1
couldn’t defend myself. I wit-
nessed beatings of other peo-
ple. In the evening if people
smoked they were beaten.
They [the guards] were always
humiliating us. One man was
smoking ... and five guards
started to beat him very hard
and they made his eye black
and blue and beat his back
with a stick. And everyone
who tried to intervene was
beaten.

“Ahmad.” a 26-year-old man
from Aleppo, said Turkish
police arrested him at his
workplace, a tailor shop in
Istanbul, and took him to Tuzla
Removal Center where he was

severely beaten on multiple
occasions:

I was beaten in Tuzla three
times: the last time was the
harshest for me. 1 was arguing
about the fact that I should be
allowed to go out of the doors
of the prison, I should have
been allowed time for breaks.
So they [the guards] cursed me
and insulted me and my fami-
ly. I said I would complain to
their director. I was beaten on
my face with a wooden stick,
and they [the guards] broke my
teeth.

Ahmad was eventually deport-
ed to northern Syria through
the Bab al-Salam border cross-
ing and is now staying in Azaz
city, currently under the con-
trol of the Turkey-backed
Syrian Interim Government,
an opposition group, as he can-
not cross into Syrian govern-
ment-controlled Aleppo city

because he is wanted by the
Syrian army. “I fled the war [in
Syria] because 1 am against
violence,” he said. “*Now they
[the Turkish authorities] sent
me back here. I just want to be
in a safe place.”

“Hassan,” a 27-year-old for-
mer political prisoner and sur-
vivor of torture from
Damascus, was arrested at his
house when his neighbors
complained about the noise
coming from his apartment.
He spent a few months being
transferred between various
removal centers. At the last
one, he was told to sign a vol-
untary return form. When he
refused to sign, Hassan said, *1
was put inside a cage, like a
cage for a dog. It was metal ...
approximately 1.5 meters by
one meter. When the sun hit
the cage it was so hot.”

When he was first arrested,
Hassan managed to contact his
wife before his phone was con-
fiscated. She found a lawyer

who helped secure his release.
Forced to Sign “Voluntary
Return” Forms
Many deportees said Turkish
officials — either removal cen-
ter guards, or officials they
described as “police” or “jan-
darma” interchangeably — used
violence or the threat of vio-
lence to force them into sign-
ing “voluntary™ return forms.
Human Rights Watch gathered
testimony indicating deportees
were forced to sign “voluntary
return” forms at removal cen-
ters in  Adana, Tuzla,
Gaziantep, and Diyarbakir, and
a migration office in Mersin.
“Mustafa,” a 21-year-old man
from ldlib, was arrested on the
streets in the Esenyurt neigh-
borhood of Istanbul. After sev-
cral days in a removal center in
Pendik, he was transferred to
Adana, where he was put in a
small cell with 33 other Syrian
men for a night. In the
morning, Mustafa said, a
jandarma officer came to
take detainees separately
to another room:
When my urn came, they
took two of us into a room
where there were four
‘oﬂicials: a jandarma, a
plain-clothed man, the
[Adana Removal Center]
&migralion director, and a
=~ translator. I saw three
= people sitting on the floor
& under the table who had
been taken earlier from
our cell and their faces
were swollen.
The translator asked the
man who was with me to
dsign some papers, but
when he saw one was a volun-
tary return form he didn't want
to sign. The jandarma and the
plain-clothed guy started beat-
ing him with their hands and
their batons and kicked him.
After about 10 minutes they
tied his hands and moved him
next to the men already on the
floor under the table. The
translator asked me if I wanted
to taste what the others had
tasted before me. [ said no and
signed the paper.
Mustafa was later deported
from Cilvegdzii/Bab al-Hawa
border crossing and is now
staying in al-Bab city in north-
ern Aleppo province.
Syria Remains Unsafe for
Returns
Most people interviewed said
they originated from govern-
ment-controlled areas in Syria.
They said they could not cross
from the opposition-controlled
areas of northern Syria to their
places of origin for fear Syrian
security agencies would arbi-
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trarily arrest them and other-
wise violate their rights. Those
deported to northern Syria told
Human Rights Watch they felt
“stuck™ there, unable to go to
home or to forge a life amid
the instability of clashes in
northern Syria.

“I cannot go back to Damascus
because it i1s too dangerous,”
said “Firaz,” 31, in a telephone
interview, who is from the
Damascus Countryside and
was deported from Turkey in
July 2022 and is now living in
Afrin in northern Syria. “There
is fighting and clashes [in
Afrin]. What do I do? Where
do I go?”

In October 2021, Human
Rights Watch documented that
Syrian refugees who returned
to Syria between 2017 and
2021 from Lebanon and
Jordan faced grave human
rights abuses and persecution
at the hands of the Syrian gov-
ernment and affiliated militias,
demonstrating that Syria is not
safe for returns.

While active hostilities may
have decreased in recent years,
the Syrian government has
continued to inflict the same
abuses onto citizens that led
them to flee in the first place,
including arbitrary detention,
mistreatment, and torture. In
September, the UN
Commission of Inquiry on
Syria once again concluded
that Syria is not safe for
returns.

In addition to the fear of arrest
and persecution, 10 years of
conflict have decimated
Syria’s infrastructure and
social services, resulting in
massive humanitarian needs.
Over 13 million Syrians need-
ed humanitarian assistance as
of early 2021. Millions of peo-
ple in northeast and northwest
Syria, many of whom are inter-
nally displaced, rely on the
cross-border flow of food,
medicine, and other lifesaving
assistance.

International Law

Turkey is a party to the
International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR) and the European
Convention on Human Rights,
both of which prohibit arbi-
trary arrest and detention and
inhuman and degrading treat-
ment. If Turkey detains a per-
son to deport them but there is
no realistic prospect of doing
so, including because they
would face harm in the desti-
nation country, or the person is
unable to challenge their
removal, the detention is arbi-
trary.

Turkey’s treaty obligations
under the European
Convention, the ICCPR, the
Convention Against Torture,
and the 1951 Refugee
Convention also require it to
uphold the principle of nonre-
foulement, which prohibits the
return of anyone to a place
where they would face a recal
risk of persecution, torture or
other ill-treatment, or a threat
to life.

Turkey may not use violence
or the threat of violence or
detention to coerce people to
return to places where they
face harm. This includes
Syrian asylum seekers, who
are entitled to automatic pro-
tection under Turkish law,
including any who have been
blocked from registration for
temporary protection since late
2017. It is important that it also
applies to refugees who have
sought employment outside
the province in which they are
registered. Children should
never be detained for reasons
solely related to their immigra-
tion status, or detained along-
side unrelated adults.

EU Funding of Turkey’s
Migration Management

The implementation of the
March 2016 EU-Turkey deal,
which aimed to control the
number of migrants reaching
the EU by sending them back
to Turkey, is based on the
flawed premise that Turkey
would be a safe third country
to which to return Syrian asy-
lum seeckers. However, Turkey
has never met the EU’s safe
third country criteria as
defined by EU law. The recent
violent deportations show that
any Syrian forcibly returned
from the EU to Turkey would
face a risk of onward refoule-
ment to Syria.

In June 2021, the Greek gov-
ernment adopted a Joint
Ministerial Decision determin-
ing that Turkey was safe third
country for asylum scekers

from Syria, Afghanistan,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, and
Somalia.

Turkey’s removal centers have
been constructed and main-
tained with significant funding
from the FEuropean Union.
Prior to 2016, under the
Instrument for Pre-Accession
Assistance (IPA 1 and IPA II),
the EU provided more than
€89 million for the construc-
tion, renovation, or other sup-
port of removal centers in
Turkey. Some €54 million of
this funding in 2007 and 2008
was for the construction of
seven removal centers in six

provinces with a capacity for
3,750 people. In 2014, it pro-
vided another €6.7 million for
renovation and refurbishment
of 17 removal centers. In 2015,
the EU provided about €29
million for the construction of
six new removal centers with a
capacity for 2,400 people.
Following the first €3 billion
committed to Turkey as part of
the EU-Turkey deal of March
2016, the EU’s Facility for
Refugees in Turkey (FRiT)
provided €60 million to the
then-Directorate General for
Migration Management to
“support Turkey in the man-
agement, reception and host-
ing of migrants, in particular
irregular migrants detected in
Turkey, as well as migrants
returned from EU Member
States territories to Turkey.”
This funding was used for the
construction and refurbish-
ment of the Cankiri removal
center and for staffing 22 other
removal centers.

The EU provided another
€22.3 million to the DGMM
for improving services and
physical conditions in removal
centers, including funding for
“the safe and organized trans-
fer of irregular migrants and
refugees within Turkey,” and
€3.5 million for “capacity-
building assistance aimed at
strengthening access to rights
and services.”

On December 21, 2021, the
European Commission
announced a €30 million
financing decision to support
the Turkish Interior Ministry’s
Presidency of Migration
Management’s “capacity
building and improving the
standards and conditions for
migrants in Turkey’s hosting
centers ... to improve the man-
agement of reception and host-
ing centers in line with human
rights standards and gender-
sensitive approaches” and to
ensure “safe and dignified
transfer of irregular migrants.”
Recommendations

To the Turkish government:
End arbitrary arrests, deten-
tion, and deportation of Syrian
refugees to northern Syria.
Ensure that members of securi-
ty forces and immigration offi-
cials do not use violence
against Syrians or other
detained foreign nationals and
hold any officials using vio-
lence to account.
Independently investigate
actions to force, deceive, or
falsify the signing or imprint
of migrants’ fingerprints on
“voluntary return” forms.
Allow the Office of the United

Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) to
freely access removal centers,
monitor the process of obtain-
ing Syrians’ permission to
return them to Syria to make
certain it is voluntary, and
observe interviews and
removal procedures to ensure
that police or immigration offi-
cials do not use violence
against Syrians or other for-
eign nationals.

To the European Commission:
Publicly clarify that Turkey is
not a safe third country under
the criteria set out in Article 38
of the EU Asylum Procedures
Directive.

Press Greece to repeal the
Joint Ministerial Decision
deeming Turkey a safe third
country, and should it fail to do
so in a reasonable time frame,
pursue legal action.

Publicly call on Greece to re-
examine all inadmissibility
decisions based on the safe
third country concept in rela-
tion to all Syrian asylum seek-
ers.

Ask the European Union’s
Agency for Asylum to prepare
a ncw Turkey Country of
Origin report relevant for safe
third country designation and
ensure that this includes the
situation of third country
nationals in Turkey, including
people transiting through or
seeking international protec-
tion in Turkey.

Make any EU funding of
removal centers contingent on
full and unhindered access of
UNHCR and EU monitoring
staff and other independent
observers, including access to
interview detainees to assess
the voluntariness of return.
Develop a public human rights
impact assessment and press
Turkey to allow an independ-
ent reporting mechanism to
ensure that EU funding for
border management and for
Turkey’s removal centers does
not contribute to or perpetuate
human rights violations.
Report publicly, including in
the context of the annual report
on Turkey, on Turkish authori-
ties’ actions to deport Syrian
refugees unlawfully and to
force or coerce the signing of
“voluntary return” forms in
removal centers, including
those which received EU fund-
mng.

Publicly call on Turkey to stop
the deportations and allow
UNHCR to monitor whether
detained Syrians wish to
remain in Turkey or voluntari-
ly return to Syria.



Qatar: Security Forces Arrest,
Abuse LGBT People

Discrimination, Ill-Treatment
in Detention, Privacy
Violations, Conversion
Practices

Qatar Preventive Security
Department forces have arbi-
trarily arrested lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender

(LGBT) people and subjected
them fto ill-treatment in deten-
tion, Human Rights Watch said
today. LGBT people inter-
viewed said that their mistreat-
ment took place as recently as

September 2022, as Qatar pre-
pared to host the 2022 FIFA
Men’s World Cup in
November and even as the
government came  under
intense scrutiny for its treat-
ment of LGBT people.

Human Rights Watch docu-
mented six cases of severe and
repeated beatings and five
cases of sexual harassment in
police custody between 2019
and 2022. Seccurity forces
arrested people in public
places based solely on their
gender expression and unlaw-
fully searched their phones. As
a requirement for their release,

security forces mandated that
transgender women detainees
attend conversion therapy ses-
sions at a government-spon-
sored “behavioral healthcare™
center.

“*While Qatar prepares to host
the World Cup, security forces
are detaining and abusing
LGRBT people simply for who
they are, apparently confident
that the security force abuses
will go unreported and
unchecked,” said Rasha

Younes, LGBT rights
researcher at Human Rights
Watch. “Qatari authorities
need to end impunity for vio-
lence against LGBT people.
The world is watching.™
Human Rights Watch inter-
viewed six LGBT Qataris,
including four transgender
women, one bisexual woman,
and one gay man. Doctor
Nasser Mohamed, an openly
gay Qatari activist, helped
connect Human Rights Watch
to five of those interviewed.
All said that Preventive
Security Department officers
detained them in an under-

ground prison in Al Dafneh,
Doha, where they verbally
harassed and subjected
detainees to physical abuse,
ranging from slapping to kick-
ing and punching until they
bled. One woman said she lost
consciousness. Security offi-
cers also inflicted verbal
abuse, extracted forced confes-
sions, and denied detainees
access to legal counsel, family,
and medical care. All six said
that police forced them to sign

pledges indicating that they
would “cease immoral activi-
tV.”

All were detained without
charge, in one case for two
months in solitary confine-
ment, without access to legal
counsel. None received any
record of having been
detained. These acts could
constitute arbitrary detention

under international human
rights law.
The Preventive Security

Department is under Qatar’s
Interior Ministry.

A transgender Qatari woman
said that after security forces

arrested her on the street in
Doha, Preventive Security
officers accused her of “imitat-
ing women” because of her
gender expression. In the
police car, they beat her until
her lips and nose were bleed-
ing and kicked her in the stom-
ach, she said. “You gays are
immoral, so we will be the
same to you,” she said one
officer told her.

“I saw many other LGBT peo-

ple detained there: two

four

lesbians,
Filipino gay men, and one
Nepalese gay man,” she said.

Moroccan

“l was detained for three
weeks without charge, and
officers repeatedly sexually
harassed me. Part of the
release  requirement  was
attending sessions with a psy-
chologist who ‘would make
me a man again.’”

Another Qatari transgender
woman said she was arrested
in public by Preventive
Security Department forces
because she was wearing
makeup. “They gave me hand
wipes and made me wipe the
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makeup off my face,” she said.
“They wused the makeup-
stained wipes as evidence
against me and took a picture
of me with the wipes in my
hand. They also shaved my
hair.” Security forces made her
sign a pledge that she would
not wear makeup again as a
condition for her release, she
said.

A Qatari bisexual woman said:
“[Preventive Security officers]
beat me until I lost conscious-
ness several times. An officer
took me blindfolded by car to

another place
that felt like a
private home

from the inside
and forced me to
watch restrained
people  getting
beaten as an
intimidation tac-
tic.”
A Qatari trans-
gender woman,
arrested by
Preventive
Security in pub-
lic in Doha, said:
=0T h e v
[Preventive
Security] are a
malfia. They
detained me
twice, once for
two months in a

solitary cell
underground, and
once for six

weeks. They beat me every
day and shaved my hair. They
also made me take off my shirt
and took a picture of my
breasts. I suffered from depres-
sion because of my detention. |
still have nightmares to this
day, and I'm terrified of being
in public.”

In all cases, LGBT detainees

HRP

said, Preventive Security
forces forced them to unlock
their phones and took screen-
shots of private pictures and
chats from their devices, as
well as contact information of
other LGBT people.

A Qatari gay man who has
experienced government
repression, including arbitrary
arrest, said that security forces
surveilled and arrested him
based on his online activity.
All those interviewed provided
strikingly similar accounts.
The repressive climate around

in Qatar,

free
including around the rights of
LGBT people, has made many
people who may have experi-
enced mistreatment afraid to
be interviewed because of the

expression

risk of retaliation, Human
Rights Watch said.

Qatar’s Penal Code, under arti-
cle 285, punishes extramarital

sex, including same-sex rela-
tions, with up to seven years in
prison. None of those inter-
viewed said they faced
charges, and it appears their
arbitrary arrest and detention is
based on Law No 17 of 2002
on Protection of Community,
which allows for provisional
detention without charge or
trial for up to six months, if
“there exist well-founded rea-
sons to believe that the defen-
dant may have committed a
crime,” including “violating
public  morality.”  Qatari

authorities also censor main-
stream media reports about
sexual orientation and gender
identity.

In 2020, Qatar assured
prospective visitors that it
would welcome LGBT visitors
and that fans would be free to
fly the rainbow flag at the
World Cup football games.

Suggestions by officials that
Qatar would make an excep-
tion to its abusive laws and
practices for outsiders are
implicit reminders that Qatari
authorities do not believe that
its LGBT citizens and resi-
dents deserve basic rights,
Human Rights Watch said.
FIFA, the football governing
body, which awarded Qatar the
World Cup in 2010, adopted in
2016 the United WNations
Guiding Principles on
Business and Human Rights,
which require it to “avoid
infringing on the human rights
of others and address adverse
human rights impacts.” It
requires FIFA to take adequate
measures for the “prevention,
mitigation, and remediation”
of human rights impacts.
Qatari security forces should
end arrests for adult, consensu-
al sexual relations, including
same-sex conduct, or those
based on gender expression,
and immediately release
LGBT people who remain
arbitrarily detained, Human
Rights Watch said. The Qatari
government should put an end
to security force ill-treatment
against LGBT people, includ-
ing by halting any govemn-
ment-sponsored programs
aimed at conversion practices.
Countries sending external
security forces to Qatar during
the World Cup should ensure
they comply with international
human rights law and refrain
from adding to Qatari security
forces’ abuses.

The Qatari authorities should
repeal article 285 and all other
laws that criminalize consen-
sual sexual relations outside of
marriage and introduce legis-
lation that protects against dis-
crimination on the basis of
sexual orientation and gender
identity, online and offline.
Freedom of expression and
nondiscrimination based on
sexual orientation and gender
identity should be guaranteed,
permanently, for all residents
of Qatar, not just specctators
going to Qatar for the World
Cup, Human Rights Watch
said.

“Only weeks ahead of the
World Cup, LGBT people are
raising the alarm on the abus-
es they have endured by secu-
rity forces,” Younes said. “The
Qatari government should call
an immediate halt to this abuse
and FIFA should push the
Qatari government to ensure
long-term reform that protects
LGBT people from discrimi-
nation and violence."



When You Live Abroad And Your
Parents Are Aging Back In Pakistan

Atif Zafar

t was more than ten years
I ago in Karachi, Pakistan. |

finished my medical
school and after battling visa
issues eventually made it in
time to join my clinical train-
ing program in lowa City in
the US. Senior overseas
Pakistani alumni were instru-
mental in guiding and mentor-
ing me and many of my col-
leagues to make this jump
from Pakistani to the United
States.
The clinical training was bru-
tally busy. Probably as intense
as any other residency in
Pakistan is. One day, after a
36-hour in-hospital shift 1
received a grieving call from
my father in  Karachi,
*“Tumhari Ammi ko doctors ne
cancer diagnose kia hai.” [ was
overwhelmed with shock, dis-
tress, and a feeling of utter
helplessness, sifting thousands
of miles away from the family
I loved and valued so much,
especially at a time when they
needed me the most.

| S
?1 was wracked with guili,
Knowing that any decision |
make would impact my per-
sonal career trajectory, I made
the reluctant decision to aban-
don my training in the US to
attend to my mother. As [ was
finalizing my flight back to
Pakistan. I got in touch with a
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few of my physician friends
who were in Karachi at the
time. They reassured me that |
need not leave the US; and
they would proceed with the
arduous task of arranging all
the necessary appointments
and tests for a second opinion
with an oncologist locally. I
was anxious, living with guilt

>

and a feeling of “selfishness’
that I am not where [ should
be. Just for a worldly gain. I
say, just, but frankly it was all
| wanted at that time. It was a
dream that I was pursuing and
circumstances were challeng-

ing me to shatter my dreams if

—wd

I was truly selfless.

My friends came through.
Upon evaluation and review of
my mother’s previous scans, it
turned out that my mother’s
uterine mass was a benign
growth that had been present
on previous scans as well.
Since her bladder infection
was so severe, the physicians
paid attention to it more so
this time, and forgot to
compare to her previous
scans. In short. they had
the wrong diagnosis all
along. My friends were
able to pick this little mis-
take, alert the medical
team. And now my mother
from being someone who
could have advanced can-
cer, was rapidly recover-
ing from a bladder infec-
_—tion. | was indebted to my
g fricnds  and family for
dealing with the ecrisis.
Although my sibling flew
down from Islamabad, and
my father was there, the
significance of having
doctors as friends was an
incredible blessing.

Relieved and grateful beyond
words, I resolved at that time
in 2016, exactly six years ago,
that one day Id do something
that would help others who
were in a similar situation. So

i

that others would never have
to feel that sense of helpless-
ness in arranging appropriate
medical care for their loved
ones when they cannot be
physically present with them.
?As I was reaching out to like-
minded people to join in this
endeavor, that would allow me
to launch something for our
parents in Pakistan, I realized
there were so many overseas
Pakistanis going through what
I had experienced. One of
those, is a co-founder in our
startup. He had to close his
clinical practice for a few
months in London and leave
his wife and kids, as his father
was suffering from COVID
related complications.
Although, aging parents and
the experiences that come
along in this phase of life is not
exclusive to overscas
Pakistanis. The distance, that
often exists, when parents are
in Pakistan, the children
abroad — often triggers an
emotional and logistical chal-
lenge for those who have expe-
rienced it. And just like many
overseas Pakistanis who did
like myself, many in the com-
ing years, unfortunately, will
continue to face these chal-
lenges.



Female Flood Survivors Need To Be
Equipped With Life-Saving Skills

Kashif Shamim

ntermnational Day of Rural
I Women was celebrated on

15 October, and this day
was dedicated to the millions
of women who live in remote,
rural areas. It was to celebrate
and highlight their achieve-
ments and  contributions
towards rural development and
agriculture.
The theme for International
Day of Rural Women 2022
was “Rural Women, key for a
world free from hunger and
poverty.”
Women in Pakistan’s rural
areas have been living in hor-
rific conditions for many
decades. Recent unprecedent-
ed rains in Pakistan have
caused widespread flooding
and devastation. Millions
including women, children and
elderly have become shelter-
less, living in poverty and mis-
ery. They have lost their crop,
cattle and livelihood and there
is a real threat of starvation,
malnutrition and spread of dis-
ease.
The Government of Pakistan
estimates that around 33 mil-
lion people across the country
are affected, including an esti-
mated 8.2 million women of
reproductive age.
many women and girls are at

based wviolence (GBV) as
almost 1 million houses have
been damaged.

This calamity has badly hit the
poor population in the affected
areas and its consequences are
drastically impacting the
women who are already at a
low ebb. women in flood-
affected areas are suffering
from mental and physical
stresses, they are also more
liable to violence and abuse as
a result of the flood crises. Due
to joblessness, house destruc-
tion, starvation and uncertain-

ty, gender-based violence is
likely to increase as men
would resort to violent ways to
vent their frustration, similar
to how cases of domestic vio-
lence and gender-based vio-
lence greatly increased in
number during Covid-19 lock-
down.

Female flood survivors need
protection, food, medical facil-
ities, guidance about how to
lead a healthy life, need aware-
ness on how to raise voice for
their rights, and need to be

equipped with life-saving
skills.
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A few days ago, the Legal Aid
Society (LAS), the National
Commission for Iuman
Rights and the Sharmeen
Obaid-Chinoy’s SOC Films
organized an important meet-
ing to discuss the rights of
women to property and related
issues. LAS Executive
Director Haya Emaan Zahid,
while talking about the rights
of women to property, also
made the women facing the
current flood situation in the
country the focus of her con-
versation. She said that the
burden of responsibilities on
the flood-affected women has
increased.

“Owing to different reasons,
they cannot leave their homes.
They must stay where they are.
The United Nations Population
Fund has informed that almost
650,000 pregnant women in
flood-affected  areas in
Pakistan. Women need to be
equipped with life-saving
skills and effective policies are
needed to be put in place to
empower them,” she opined.
Haya Zahid said that the recent
floods may change their
future. “We have to turn the
climatic changes into opportu-
nities, keeping in view the
improvement of the women.

www.hrpostpk.com



What Is The Link Between The
Supply Of Money & Inflation?

Zalghi Khan

S ECONOMISTS
A RING ALARM
BELLS REGARDING

THE RATE OF INFLATION,
ACROSS THE GLOBAL
ECONOMIES, [ did think it
appropriate and relevant to
answer a more fundamental
question: “What is the link
between the supply of money
and inflation?” In this brief
essay | intend to answer this
question with an objective
view, so that we can get to the
truth of the matter and ascer-
tain the reality of money and
inflation, without getting dis-

tracted by philosophical
propositions and abstract con-
cepts.

When there is an increased
supply of moncy in the ccono-
my, people tend to spend that
money more, which results in
greater demand for goods and
services. If the supply of goods
and services remain constant,
but the money supply increas-
es and so does the demand for
goods and services, the aver-
age price of those goods and

services increases in response.

This is the most basic explana-
tion of inflation.

The link between money and
inflation is that the former can
cause the latter if there is no
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real change in economic out-
put. In other words, if the
money in circulation increases
but the production of goods
and services does not increase
proportionally but remains
constant, then sellers must

increase prices. As Milton
Friedman explained it with
such simplicity, “Inflation is

chasing after too few goods.”
In the case of inflation, more
money equals more problems!
Economists say that with the
increase of the supply of

there

money appears  an
increase in aggregate demand
which results in higher prices.
Here are some examples from
history of increased money
supply causing inflation:

US Confederacy 1862-65 In
the USA, there was a civil war
between the north and the
south about several issues,

5
including slavery. The south-
ern states required slaves for
economic reasons. since they
were a primarily agricultural-
oriented society, with cotton
being a major crop for produc-

tion. The southern states set up
their own country known as
Confederate States of America
(CSA), which was not recog-
nized by Great Britain but was
granted a neutral status which
later the British withdrew for
their own reasons of not
encouraging the working-class
rebelling in the United
Kingdom. During this internal
war between the southern
states and the northern states,
the former found itself short of
finance (the CSA only man-
aged to raise approximately
half of the cost of war around
46% from taxes and bonds) so
they printed more money to
pay for materials and soldiers
in war. The problem was that
the economic reality did not
reflect the surge in the printing
of money; real economic out-
put was falling, but the money
printed was surging, resulting
in inflation of 700% in the first
two years of the war and
reached a peak of more than
5000% by the end of the war.

German Hyperinflation 1923
When Germany was forced to
pay reparations after WW1, it
was having economic prob-
lems. As a result, the govern-
ment engaged in printing



money, in fact too much
money. When  Germany
reached the important year of
1923, the economy had
reached the critical phase of
hyperinflation.

Zimbabwe 2008 Recently, the
African nation of Zimbabwe
experienced hyperinflation.
When the government debt
reached high levels, economic
output declined, the nation
adopted the German strategy

of printing more money to
reduce the crisis. This printing
of money led to hyperinflation
of an estimated
79,600,000,000% in Nov
2008. A daily inflation rate of
98%

US economy 2020/21 When
Covid-19 pandemic struck in

gt i-.ml.‘u‘

2020, the US economy
declined enormously. This
meant the Federal Reserve had
to create more money. In 1-
2years inflation struck hard
(this inflation was also caused
by other factors such as com-
modity price rises and supply
chain disruptions).

It is important to note that
increasing the money supply
does not always cause infla-
tion.

It is possible to increase the
money supply without causing
inflation. There are a few pos-
sible reasons:

The growth of real output is
the same as the growth of the
money supply. If we imagine
that the supply of money
increased by 10 %. This would

lead to an increase of
Aggregate Demand by the
same percentage in a simpli-
fied model. And if the produc-
tive capacity of the economy
also increased by 10% then the
price level would be unaffect-
ed. In other words, the growth
of the money supply is
absorbed in the increase in real
output.

Increase in bank reserve
ratios. The Federal Reserve

increased the monetary base
by over 120%; however, this
did not result in inflation, in
fact, the US experienced tem-
porary deflation. The main rea-
son is that banks increased
their reserve ratio. Essentially
banks received extra money
from the Federal Reserve but

did not want to
lend it to ordinary
firms and house-
holds. Therefore,
. _the extra money
supply did not
reach the wider
economy and
‘there was no
‘inflationary
impact.
Hard to Measure
~ Money Supply.
Sometimes  the
money supply is
o "hard to calculate
.~ :
_\_fand is constantly
changing. Large
increases in the
money supply are
often just due to
changes in the
way people hold
money. For exam-
ple, an increase in credit card
use may cause an increase in
the broad money supply M4.
Changes in velocity of
Circulation. The quantity theo-
ry of money equation MV=PY
assumes that an increase in M
causes an increase in P.
However, this assumes that V
(velocity of circulation) is con-
stant, and Y is constant.
However, in practice, it is not
as simple as this equation
assumes. There are often vari-
ations in the velocity of circu-
lation. A good example is in a
recession, the stock of money
may rise 5%, however, people
will be making fewer transac-
tions and therefore the velocity
of circulation will fall. This is
one reason why quantitative
easing (increasing the money
supply) did not cause inflation
between 2009 and 2016.
Keynesian view — Liquidity
Trap In a recession, there is
spare capacity in the economy.
Therefore, an increase in the
money supply merely helps to
get unemployed resources
used in the general economy.
Therefore, in the case of a
recession, an increased money
supply is unlikely to cause
inflation. In a liquidity trap,
interest rates fall to zero, but
this doesn’t prevent people
from saving. In this situation,
there is a fall in the velocity of
circulation, and this can cause
deflation. In this situation,
increasing the money supply
will not necessarily cause
inflation.

/
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Moving beyond the Single
National Curriculum

Ahmed Cheema

imply updating curricu-
S lum standards or build-

ing additional schools
will have little impact on the
dismal statistics.
The Constitution of Pakistan
mandates that the state provide
free education up to the age of
16 for its citizens. This is a
promise that has been continu-
ously ignored by consecutive
governments. Pakistan’s
national literacy rate stands at
58 per cent in contrast to India
and Bangladesh, both of whom
will cross the 75 per cent
threshold soon. The dynamics
of gender disparity illustrate a
gloomier situation: a female
literacy rate of 46.5 per cent.
Pakistan has nearly 22 .8 mil-
lion children between the ages
of five to 16 out of school — a
figure that is the second high-
est in the world.
This is nothing short of a dis-
aster waiting to unfold.
Education reforms were a core
focus of the former Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) govern-
ment and the development of a
single national curriculum
(SNC) is lauded as an exem-
plary initiative by their sup-
porters. Despite the praise the
PTI government received,
there are a plethora of prob-
lems in the schooling system
that ought to be addressed.
Pakistan’s schooling system
can be divided in to three dis-
tinct categories. These include
more than 120,583 private
schools that meet the aspira-
tions of the middle class (some
also cater to low income
households); approximately
137,079 government schools
that serve the general public
and almost 32,000 madrassahs
and religious seminaries which
function as the only abode for
the underprivileged (figures
may vary annually). The for-
mer prime minister publicly
proclaimed his desire to bring
all three classifications in
alignment. However, the SNC
by itself is not enough.
The easy task of designing
minimum standards for cur-

riculum has been achieved.
Now comes the hard part of
implementing these through-
out the country. This would
entail addressing some of the
most glaring shortfalls in the
public education system, pri-
marily the lack of schooling
mfrastructure in public
schools, especially in the
under developed areas of

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa(KP),

Balochistan and rural Sindh.
Visiting these schools would
alert observers to the absence
of science and computer labs,
the dearth of stationery and
school books, and the blatant
neglect towards accessible
sanitation, especially when it
comes to female bathrooms.

Additionally, there are thou-
sands of schools that exist on
paper but in reality are mere
heaps of brick and mortar. A
study in Sindh exposed almost
10,000 ghost schools with
teachers drawing salaries, but
with no students or classes.
This is exacerbated by the
thousands of teachers who do

show up at schools but only for
a day or two. Sindh alone has
such 18,000 teachers with
abysmally low attendance
rates. Even if teachers do show
up, there are serious questions
about the quality of instruction
students obtain. A few years
ago. a prominent news channel
featured a documentary on
public schools in rural Sindh.
Unsurprisingly, the documen-

tary exposed how many Grade
3 students failed to spell the
words ‘cats’ or ‘dogs’ correct-
ly, let alone compose a para-
graph, When grilled about the
performance of these students,
a representative of the
Education Board responded by
pointing out the scarcity of
proficient teachers and further
remarked that teachers who
were employed owed their
appointments to political con-
nections, not their
academic/educational aptitude.
Schools are only as good as the
teachers they employ.

For the millions of rural chil-
dren, any hope of a bright

future remains a distant dream.
Predictably, regions with the
lowest literacy rate such as
Dera Bugti (six per cent) are
also hotbeds for violence and
social strife. The dispropor-
tionate divide between male
and female literacy rates hin-
ders gender empowerment.
Kohistan in KP, with a female
literacy rate of three per cent,
features some of the highest

—

statistics of under-age mar-
riages in the country. The
pitiable state of affordable
education in undeveloped
regions simply inhibits any
chance of social progress there
and aggravates the urban-rural
divide. Compared to this,
Bangladesh has made remark-
able progress in improving
female literacy, the effects of
which can be seen by the
increasing prominence of
women in their economic
development.

Madrassahs and religious sem-
inaries have their own set of
1ssues that require inspection.
Quite a number of seminaries

www.hrpostpk.com



are not registered with the gov-
ernment and operate with no
oversight. It’s uncertain as to
how many would actually
embrace the curriculum. We

also have to address the nar-
row world view and xenopho-
bic tendencies that a few of

these seminaries inculcate in
their students. Simply teaching
a few classes in English will
have no benefit if they contin-
ue to indoctrinate their stu-
dents to view Pakistani
Christians, Hindus and Sikhs
as ‘disbelievers’, instead of as
fellow citizens that enjoy the
same rights. Successful coun-
tries require egalitarian soci-
eties where citizens are not
discriminated against on the
basis of their religious beliefs.
Not all seminaries inculcate
bigoted views, but the ones
that do need to be reprimand-
ed. Madrassahs that do adopt
the new curriculum will
require  trained teachers.
Simply handing seminaries a
copy of the new curriculum
wouldn’t work and many
would struggle in the absence
of government support such as
funding for science and com-
puter labs or training programs
for teachers

Finally, we have to address the
problem of the 22.8 million
children out of school, i.e. the
nine per cent of urban children
and 23 per cent of rural chil-
dren who never get the chance
to attend a single class. This
indicates that 61 per cent of
children in Sindh, 78 per cent
of children in Balochistan and
65 per cent of children in KP
are deprived of any shot at
social mobility, resulting in
severe inequalities between
and across the various
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provinces of Pakistan. The
result is a sense of injustice
and animosity among the citi-
zens who reside in these
regions — sentiments that are
often directed at the state itself.
Moreover, there is the assump-
tion that students enrolled in

—— e

schools actually attend classes
regularly. As many studies
indicate, a significant number
of students in government
schools have their names in
school registers but haven’t
attended classes for months.
Dropout rates are also high,
with many children from low
income households leaving

school after two or three years.
Simply updating the curricu-
lum standards or building
additional schools will have
little impact on these statistics.
It is unrealistic to expect a
child between the ages of 10
and 16 to enrol in Grade 1.
When it comes to the aspira-
tion of ensuring accessible

education for these unfortunate
individuals, the state has failed
them. But this doesn’t mean
that we abandon them. A better
solution would entail estab-
lishing technical training insti-
tutions that offer job market-
oriented training programs.

This would focus on preparing
students for jobs related to
technical careers, for example,
electricians, plumbers, con-
struction workers, carpenters,
chefs, tailors or surveyors etc.
The National Vocational and
Technical Training
Commission (NAVTTC)

supervises several such insti-

tutes and assures quality stan-
dards through its ‘“Takamal
Skill Verification Program’.
Expanding this program and
establishing more institutes by
increasing government invest-
ment would improve prospects
for children over the age of 10.
Though the desire to imple-
ment uniform curriculum stan-

dards is a noble one, a compre-
hensive approach to the educa-
tional crises requires govern-
ment investment in good qual-
ity school infrastructure. Not
to mention an increase in the
education budget. When gov-
ernment authorities do invest
in school infrastructure, the
results are laudable — improve-
ments in education standards
and enrolment rates in KP
serve as an example.
Simultaneously, the govern-
ment must pay significant
attention to teacher training
programs aimed at improving
the scholastic proficiencies of
teachers. This could be accom-
plished by partnering with the
local industry, non-govern-
ment organisations (NGOs)
and international organisations
such as UNICEF, USAID and
the EU. This ought to be fol-
lowed up by working with
publishers to improve the qual-
ity of affordable textbooks
accessible in the market.
Attendance rates of both
school teachers and students
can be improved by adopting
digital monitoring apps and
technologies such as Sindh
School Daily Monitoring
System (SSDMS).

Private schools and charities
can play a part by offering
scholarships to students from
underprivileged backgrounds
in return for tax breaks. A com-
prehensive strategy would
address the shortfalls of public
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schools and madrassahs by
improving their quality and
bringing them on par with pri-
vate schools, not by dragging
private schools down and viti-
ating them for some political
point scoring about social
equality.



Science And Philosophy In The
Muslim World

Fatima Cheema

cience is a body of
S knowledge accumulated

through human experi-
mentation. Man, himself creat-
ed scientific knowledge. When
Newton was sitting under a
tree and an apple fell off'it, he
became curious of the phe-
nomenon of gravity. Thereafter
he introduced the laws of
motion to the world. The more
humans explore universe the
more secrets they encounter. It
is a progressive and dynamic
pursuit. Scientific knowledge
continues to grow. Theory of
relativity of Einstein is still
being researched on today.
Veracity of claims of science
can be verified anywhere by
anybody provided one is qual-
ified and 1s equipped enough

to do so. In other words, sci-g¥
i1s a human endeavorg

ence
aimed at discovering nature.
How natural creations came
into being is still a big riddle.
Man has been able to dig up
mysteries of nature to some
extent. He has his limitations.
But he continues to move for-
ward, and his contentions are
unchangeable.

In Islam the direction of Qibla, 8
timings of five daily prayersfg

and fasting in the month of

Ramadan as well as determin-§,

ing the months of Islamic
lunar calendar all involve sci-
ence. When the Islamic empire
expanded Islam interacted
with other religions and cul-
tures which led to Muslims
exploring different fields of
science. The eastern Abbasid
Caliphate has greater contribu-
tion in this regard. The aca-
demic article “Muslim
Philosophy and the Sciences”
shares that Abbasid Caliph al
Mansur initiated translation of’
Sanskrit  astronomical and
medical texts. His successors
Harun-al Rashid and al
Mamun commissioned transla-
tion of Greek texts and estab-
lished House of Wisdom or
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Baitul Hikma that became an
international center of knowl-
edge sharing. Thereafler many
institutions, libraries, hospi-
tals, observatories, and
madrasas were created to
encourage research in different
fields of science. Caliph Al
Mamun established Baghdad
observatory for works on
astronomy. In 13th century

Maragha observatory and in
15th century observatory of
Ulugh

Beg were built.

Muslims also contributed to
innovations in astronomical
instruments like astrolabe and
celestial globe. The first real
hospital Bimaristan was built
in Baghdad by Harun al
Rashid. Many fundings to the
hospitals were religiously
motivated as Quran puts great
emphasis on charitable activi-
ties. Morcover, useful
improvements in technological
arts such as hydraulic engi-
neering and agricultural sci-

ence were also made.
Mathematical science was no
exception with Al

Khwarizmi’s contributions.
Philosophy, being a thought

process can dabble in any-
thing. It may not find the end
but could intellectually engage
itself in issues of interest to
man from times immemorial.
How does philosophy tackle
issues of religious significance
is a moot point. How [ar does
it go in resolving them through
logic needs to be investigated.
Religion and philosophy are
also inseparable. Philosophy is
an intellectually engaging
process. The article mentions

flearning. Renaissance

that also formed the basis of
Shai view on Imamate.
Notable personalities in mysti-
cal philosophy include Al
Ghazali, Ibn Al Arabi and
Shihab al-din al Suhrawardi.

In modern times, western civi-
lizations claim the origins of
philosophy and science. But
premodern history of these
fields and how they rose in the
Muslim world put down these
Western claims. It has been
portrayed that Muslims have
for long been in the “Dark
Age” and it was only due to
the western influence that they
were able to familiarize them-
selves with science and phi-
losophy. History shows that

- t this is a fallacy. Additionally,
“ Muslims also owe credit for
{the

European Renaissance
rediscovered Greek
was
largely being conducted in
Latin whereas the historical
texts were in Greek language.
This gap initiated an Arabo
Latin Translation Movement
in which Arabic translation of
Greek work was then translat-
ed to Latin. Currently, no mass
media brings forward these

vhich

=== historical facts to the public.

that three historical philosoph-
ical movements were wit-
nessed in Islamic history i.e.,
Kalam, Falsafa and mystical
philosophy. Abu Yaqub al
Kindi also known as
“Philosopher of the Arabs™
was the first Islamic
Hellenistic philosopher.
Thereafter, followed many
prominent philosophers like Al
Farabi who was titled “The
second Teacher”, Al Razi
whose philosophy was anti-
Aristotelian and Ibn Sina who
played a major role in the for-
mation of mystical philosophy.
In the latter, Illuminationist
view or Ishraqgi was introduced

‘Muslims

Instead Islamophobic content
is being generated and
characterized as
ignorant, rigid, and violent.

History of the origins of sci-
ence and philosophy must be
investigated and should not be
subjected to  selectivity.
Portrayal of history to public
should be unbiased.
International channels like
BBC and CNN may contribute
to this cause. Islamic scholars
like Zakir Naik also point out
how science is being used to
prove things that Quran
already mentions. This trend
must be encouraged among the
scholars who have large fol-
lowing and are therefore,
influential in making public
aware of these developments.
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110,000 Vote In Canadian Khalistan Referendum,

Demanding Shimla As Free Punjab’s Capital

of power, more than

110,000 Canadian Sikhs
took part in voting for the
Khalistan Referendum in
Brampton, Ontario, to demand
an independent state of
Khalistan with Shimla as its

I n an unprecedented show

capital.
Organised by the pro-
Khalistani advocacy group

Sikhs For Justice (SFJ), the
voting started with a special
prayer led by the religious
leader Bhai Daljit Singh
Sekhon — a close associate of
Bhai Harjinder Singh Parha in
whose name the voting centre
was dedicated. Thousands
were returned unable to vote at
the close of the day at SPM
while queues stretched to sev-
eral kilometers at the end of
the day.

The first vote was cast at 9am
but thousands of Canadian
Sikh had lined up since 7am to
cast their votes. A large num-
ber of women and elderly
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centre that the Ontario police
blocked the highway for all
kinds of traffic, for three
hours, to prevent more Sikhs
from attempting to reach the
venue in their cars.

By the afternoon, there was a
sea of people around the centre
carrying flags of Khalistan,
chanting slogans demanding
the creation of Khalistan, call-
ing on India to end human
rights violations of Sikhs and
asking the international com-
munity to listen to the

participants to be comfortably
over 110,000. Deann Allison,
Canada’s Member of
Parliament for Niagra West for
the Conservative party, said in
a tweet at mid-day: “Amazing
turnout at Gore Meadows
community center in
Brampton where the Sikh
Nation is voting for their right
to self-determination. Over
50,000 votes and lines are still
growing.”

The SFJ said attendance in
Ontario for Khalistan voting
had broken all

stood in long queues to cast

their vote in favour of
Khalistan.
By noon, the queue had

stretched to around five kilo-
meters from the Gore Meadow
Community Centre Brampton
to the nearest highway. There
was so much traffic pressure
coming towards the voting

GORE

MEADOWS COMMUNITY CENTRE
BRAMP
437 423

demands of millions of Sikhs
in Indian Punjab and around
the world. The observers con-
firmed that thousands had been
returned at the close of the vot-
ing while queues still stretched
to over two kilometres.

Organisers at the Sikhs for
Justice as well local observers
estimated the total number of

TDN, CANADA geneva when;

previous
records of volt-
ing in London,
where over
30000  Sikhs
had taken part:
Italy, where the
number  was
just below
ondon

2

the  presence
was under
10000 and
UK’s cities of
Slouwgh,;
Birmingham,
Leicester and
Manchester where the num-
bers were significant.

The SFJ welcomed the turnout
in huge numbers. Its Counsel
General Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun said the Sikhs have
shown in Canada that they will
not accept anything less than
an independent Khalistan with
Shimla as capital of the free

Punjab. “Today, Canadians
voted in the independence ref-
erendum to reclaim Shimla as
the capital once Punjab is lib-
erated from the Indian occupa-
tion. The voting in Punjab for
the Khalistan Referendum will

Mlstart from January 26, 2023,

coinciding with India’s 74th
Republic Day.”

JThere were more than 300

Sikh volunteers manning the
community centre reserved for
voting. Most of those volun-
teering were Canadian born
Sikh youth who have shown
strong connection with the
Khalistan movement, initiated
by their parents who were
most born and raised in India.
Canada is now home to around
a million Sikhs who strongly
associate themselves with the
Khalistani movement — an
issue that has troubled the
Indian govt for many years and
has caused diplomatic rifts
between India and Canada.
Earlier, the Canadian govern-
ment refused to stop the SFJ
from oragniing the unofficial
balloting for the Khalistan
Referendum.

Canada’s position on the
Khalistan Referendum  is
backed by its own laws as well
as the United Nations laws that
all people have a right to self-
determination and freedom of
speech and expression in a
peaceful manner.

Participants of the referendum,
on the occasion, said that the
Indian Punjab will soon
emerge as an Independent
country on the map of the
world. They said that India
cannot deprive Sikh people
from their right to independ-
ence at gunpoint.

The Khalistan Referendum
voting campaign is being
organised under the supervi-
sion of the independent Punjab
Referendum Commission
(PRC) which will announce
the results when all phases are
completed.



Freelancing Is A Way To Beat
Unemployment

Raana Kanwal

nemployment is one of
the most serious social
problems in Pakistan.

Whenever a problem develops
in any society, there is always
more than one cause.
Certainly, there is more than
one cause of unemployment.
The main reasons for this are

population nflation and lack
of sources of employment.
While other reasons include
bribery and recommendation,
lack of seriousness of students,
defects in academic standards,
focus on obtaining a single
certificate instead of preparing
students for the future at the
university level, focus on sin-
gle book knowledge instead of
applied knowledge, etc. There
are significant reasons.

As a result of the rising unem-
ployment rate, students and
young graduates often scem
anxious and worried about
their future and ask various
questions about their future. |
usually give students two
pieces of advice.

1) Students should read the
blog they are reading not just
for the sake of reading or just

to memorize but to understand
the blog and read it in the con-
text of its practical application.
In our country, theoretical sub-
jects are considered unneces-
sary or insignificant and this
misunderstanding is found
even among the teachers them-
selves. The theory is actually a
summary of the practical expe-
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riences and research of others,
which tells us what the subject
is, how this knowledge origi-
nated, what its purpose is, and
how this knowledge can be put
into practical use and applica-

tion. Therefore, students
should read these blogs in this
context and gain an under-
standing.

2) Students should learn some
skills along with teaching
knowledge and then start
working for themselves.

In Pakistan, summer in the
plains and hot arcas and winter
in the cold and mountainous
areas usually have two and a
half to three months of vaca-
tion. Most students usually
graduate during this time, so
this time can be spent on learn-
ing these skills.

There are various ways to

learn these skills. Usually, dur-
ing these holidays different
universities and private insti-
tutes offer different types of
courses, so these skills can be
learned from these resources.
Another alternative is that dif-
ferent institutions also offer
different courses online, so
you can learn from home. If a

| NS

student does not have the
financial means. then there is
an abundance of material on
almost all subjects on the
Internet (YouTube) at this age,
and one can also leamn from
there. One practical piece of
advice for those who learn
from YouTube is to complete
at least two different video
series (sequential videos on a
single course covering all top-
ics from beginning to end)
whenever they learn from
YouTube.

The next important question is
which skills to learn? In my
opinion, the appropriate situa-
tion is that every student
should learn the same skill
which is in accordance with
his education or degree. In
addition, 1 generally recom-
mend students learn

WordPress or graphic design.
The 2lst century is a digital
age, in which their demand and
use are relatively higher than
other things secondly these
two courses do not even
require prior computer knowl-
edge. Therefore, it is easy for
students to learn them. Other
skills like content writing or
logo designing can also be
learned.

Once students have completed
a course and are convinced
that they have learned, start
freelancing from any freelanc-
ing platform, etc.

In addition to freelancing,
projects can also be done with
your relatives or acquaintanc-
<5,

The best way to start this proj-
ect 1s to start with two or three
friends working on a project
together. Because no matter
how strong one’s inner belief
may be, man learns and attains
mastery only through practical
work.

These tips can be applied not
only to young people who are
studying in universities but
also to those who are unem-
ployed or have a menial jobs.
Such individuals may set aside
some time for this on a daily
basis after their working hours,
but students may also set aside
some time for this learning
process in addition to the win-
ter and summer vacations.
The practical benefit for the
students will be that they will
continue to learn the skills
along with the education and
thus after completing the edu-
cation they will also have prac-
tical experience with the cer-
tificate. This experience will
not only help them in getting a
job but if they want to contin-
ue their own work they can
easily and in a short time
increase it further but also pro-
vide employment to other peo-

ple.
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Another day, another woman

Another day to realise how little women have here: little

freedom, little support, little respect, little safety

Sheema Mehkar

nother day, anoth-|
€r woman makcs'
it to the headlines.

Another woman is robbed
of her right to live, anoth-| g
er woman is brutally”
killed by one of her own,
another woman makes it
to the long list of women
who have been wronged,
abused, murdered by
troubled and problematic
mei, Ziﬂl]lht:]' womarn — so fv
full of light and hope —
faded into darkness just
like the countless women
before her did.

Another day to discover
new forms and shapes ofp
victim-blaming, another
day a woman’s decision§
about her life is ques-
tioned, another day her
character is impugned,§
another day of finding the
reasons ol her murder, to
find all the “whys” so the mur-
der could somehow be justi-
fied, to look for the “other side
of the story” so the murderer
could be painted as less evil, so
that some part of his sin could
be transferred to the wvictim.
Another day to find all the
means to blame a woman,
another day to see all the fin-
gers pointing towards a
woman just like a compass
needle that always points
towards the north. Another day
to realise that this country, this
society is rife with misogyny;
that it probably hates women —
all women, dead or alive.
Another day to acknowledge
the fact that it’s never the
woman they rape, it’s never the
woman they harass and
assault, it’s never the woman
they kill; it's always the rapist,
it's always the harasser, it's
always the murderer. It's never
the women, it's always the
men, the problem doesn’t lie
with women, it lies with men.
Another day we will refuse to
accept this reality, another day
we will continue keeping our
head buried deep in the sand.
Another day we will turn our
faces away instead of looking
at the fact that these problem-

atic men are our sons who
went astray while we were
busy moral-policing our
daughters, body-shaming
them, squeezing and moulding
them to fit them into society’s
standardised box of a “good
woman”, brainwashing them
into tolerating abuse, condi-
tioning them into enduring tor-
ture in the name of sacrifice,
pressurising them to compro-
mise in abusive relationships,
and teaching them about all the
checklists they need to memo-
rise to live in this society, to
appease men and to evade their
wrongdoings.

We got so lost in raising our
daughters right that we forgot
to focus on correcting the con-
duct of our sons. We failed to
protect them from becoming
monsters that would eat up our
daughters. We gave our sons
nothing, no morals, no values;
instead, we fed them with a

sense of superiority, a sense of

impunity and a sense of domi-
nance. We handicapped their
ability to see women as human
beings who have equal rights
to live a life of their choosing
and thrive — just like men.

Another day to recall all the
murderers that are still alive,
all the harnssers and abusers

living a life of a free man
while the victims either lay six
feet deep in the ground or con-
tinue to live in agony secing
their offenders living a happy
life. Another day to realise the
gravity and magnitude of the
system that is rigged against
women. The choking rooms of
police stations, the suffocating
walls of courtrooms that make
her right to seek justice a bur-
den — a long, lonely, gruelling
battle where her privacy is torn
apart, her clothing is ques-
tioned, her mental health is
doubted, crass jokes are passed
on her, vile accusations are
made against her, her right to

justice is made to look like an

unlawful act and her raising a
voice for herself is regarded as
a matter of shame.

Another day to realise how lit-
tle women have in this coun-
try: little freedom, little sup-
port, little respect, little safety,
and even little protection from
the state. Another day to
protest the freedom predators,
harassers, rapists and murder-
ers enjoy; for them, there is no
fear of shame, no fear of reper-
cussions and no fear of
accountability. Another day for
women to be reminded of all
the nrecautionarv _measures

they must take to survive a day
safely: where to go, when to
go, whom to go with, what to
do while travelling alone, what
to wear, how to sit, how to
behave, the list is endless.
Another day to be angry know-
ing that no such precautionary
measures exist for men, no
religious sermons, no civic
parameters of appropriate
behaviour for them; no set of
rules, no law, and no deter-
rence either. Another day to
remind women that they are on
their own; alone, abandoned,
unsafe, unsupported.

Another day to know that no
matter how much we protest or
scream, nothing will change
and every tear we shed is
futile. Yesterday it was Noor,
today it is Sarah, tomorrow it
will be someone else. This
society will continue oppress-
ing its women and gas-lighting
them for their oppression, con-
sequently, empowering ils men
to perpetuate their evil acts.
Another day to mourn and
weep and damp our pillows
embracing our helplessness in
this god-forsaken country and
sleep. Until, another day, when
another monster we created in
our homes will eat up another
WOImaAan




Reviewing the Transgender
Persons Act is not about religion,

Beenish Fatima

ehashing this debate
after four years is noth-
ing more than a politi-

cal stratagem using the reli-
gion card

The Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights) Act,
passed in 2018 for the purpose
of providing fundamental
human rights to the
Khwajasira (transgender) com-
munity of Pakistan, has recent-
ly sparked a new debate in the
country. Four years after the
bill's passing in the parlia-
ment, right-wing political par-
ties have come forward to con-
demn the bill as they believe
that the bill promotes “homo-
sexuality” and “anyone can get
his/her sex changed”, which
might lead to “new social
problems™.

A large number of people start-
ed supporting this agenda on
social media as a result of dis-
information being spread by
the religio-political parties.
This piece is aimed to analyse
those clauses of  the
Transgender Persons Act that
are being twisted to present a
certain false narrative, the way
transgender persons see this
debate, and what can be the
impact of this incitement of
hatred against transgender
individuals.

The bill starts with the defini-
tion of a transgender person as:
(a) intersex with mixture of
male and female genital fea-
tures,

(b) eunuch who is assigned
male at birth but later under-
goes surgery,

(¢) a transgender person whose
gender identity differs from
the social expectations of the
gender they were assigned at
birth.

The second chapter of the bill
talks about the recognition of
the identity of transgender per-
sons by maintaining that these
individuals can get themselves
identified on the basis of “self-
perceived identity” under the
provisions of this bill. In other
words, any person who falls
under the category of any of

but about politics

the aforementioned three
clauses can get registered as a
transgender. In the
Computerized National
Identity Card (CNIC), there
are three options provided for
gender: ‘M’ for males, *F’ for
females, and after the
Transgender Persons Act 2018,
transgender individuals can
register as “X’.

The remaining chapters of the
bill discuss the prohibition of
discrimination against trans
people, government’s obliga-
tions towards this community,
and the protection of rights of
this gender group.

Now, right-wing parties have
misinterpreted the definition of
“transgender” mentioned in
the bill to further their political
agendas under the pretext of
homosexuality. If we probe
into the relationship among
gender identity, gender expres-
sion and gender assigned at
birth, Iran is one of the Muslim
countries that can be taken as
an example to understand the
situation from an Islamic per-
spective. In Iran, homosexuali-
ty is a punishable crime, where
punishment ranges from
receiving lashings to death
sentences. However, Iran is

also one of the Muslim coun-
tries which gives its trans citi-
zens the right to have their
gender identity acknowledged
and recognised by law. Since
the Islamic Revolution in Iran,
a tatwa was passed to declare
hormone-replacement therapy
and gender-confirmation sur-
gery as religiously acceptable
procedures.

Pakistan’s law minister, Azam
Nazeer Tarar, mentioned in a
press conference that the bill
was passed in 2018 after seek-
ing approval from the Islamic
Ideology Council of Pakistan
as well as the religious leader-
ship in the parliament.
Rehashing this debate, four
years after the bill was passed,
is nothing more than a political
stratagem using the religion
card.

To discuss the delicacy of this
matter, 1 spoke to a transgen-
der medical student in
Karachi, Masooma, who said:
There is also a debate going on
among the religious vendettas
about the medical examination
of transgender people before
issuing them their CNICs.
Sharing her views on the issue,
Masooma stated

To invigorate this argument,

the National Database and
Registration Authority
(NADRA) does not have a
record of even a single regis-
tration where a man masquer-
aded himself to be a woman on
his CNIC and vice versa since
the passing of this bill in 2018.
This fact alone contradicts the
narrative being put forward by
the religious political parties.
Other activists also maintain
that no provision is available
in the laws or Islamic jurispru-
dence in Pakistan regarding
the marriage of transgender
people.Hence, creating an
issuc out of a non-existent
aspect is totally baseless and is
only being done to bag votes in
the upcoming elections next
year. The transgender commu-
nity is putting in their maxi-
mum effort to let their voices
be heard but a large part of the
population tends to believe in
the  concocted religious
descriptions without investi-
gating the true nature of the
issue. Ultimately, this is result-
ing in an increase in violence
and hatred against the trans-
gender community, who are
already a marginalised seg-
ment of our

www.hrpostpk.com



Diyat law: The saviour of the affluent
The acquittal of Shahrukh Jatoi is indicative of the fact

that justice is not served but bought.

Ureeda Khan
Shahrukh Jatoi, the main
accused in the Shahzeb Khan
murder case, has been acquit-
ted by the apex court, along
with the other convicts. This
major development in the high
profile case has been con-
demned and criticised all over
social media.

Khan, a 20-year-old youngster,
was shot dead on the night of
December 24th, 2012, after he
demanded an apology from the
accused, whose employee had
harassed Khan’s sister. Despite
the matter being settled,
the accused chased thel§
victim and gunned him
down in cold blood. The
matter was brought to
light after which the
accused, the son of an
affluent  landlord in
Sindh, was arrested due§
to immense pressure fromg
the public. However, in
2013, death penalty was
awarded to Jatoi, and his
friend Siraj Talpur, by the
anti-terrorism court,
while the other convicts
were awarded with life-
time imprisonment. The
parents of the deceased,
however, pardoned the
conviets accused of mur-
dering their only son, but due
to the terrorism charges
against the accused, the capital
punishment had been upheld
despite the pardon.

The accused, however, were
released on bail by the sessions
court which had sparked anger
and insecurity amongst the
civil society. The sessions
court’s order was challenged
by the civil society and
activists which led to a suo
moto of the petition by the
Supreme Court and eventually
the order of bail was nullified.
However, the death sentence
was commuted to life impris-
onment in 2019.

Ten years later, eventually the
Supreme Court has set all the
convicts free after the convicts
approached the SC for the
acquittal on the basis of pardon
granted by the family of the

deceased.

This murder case was a test
case for the judiciary and the
state to see whether those who
are influential in this country
can be brought to justice for
the crimes they commit or can
they get away with anything
they do, unscathed.
Unfortunately, the latter
reflects the bitter reality of a
country where the Diyat law
comes as a saviour of the afflu-
ent. The provision of Diyat law
— also termed as “blood

money” and was introduced in

Pakistan’s legal system about
32 years ago, on the order of
the Shariat Appellate Bench of
the Supreme Court of
Pakistan. The law allows the
heirs or family of the victim to
forgive the murderer either
afier receiving blood money as
compensation under section
310 of Pakistan Penal Code
(PPC) or without any compen-
sation, in the name of God,
under section 309.

The justice system of the state
is largely undermined when
power is granted to the heirs to
pardon the murderers. This law
presents a lacuna in our legal
system which has time and
again been manipulated by the
powerful to get away with a
crime as heinous as a murder.
Raymond Davis, an American
national, was acquitted despite
being charged with the murder

of two Pakistanis, after reach-
ing an agreement with the fam-
ilies of the victims. The broth-
er of the feminist activist and
social media model Qandeel
Baloch, was also acquitted of
the charge after the parents of
the victim pardoned their son
for murdering his own sister in
the name of honour. Earlier
this year, the accused in the
Nazim Jokhio murder case,
including the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) MPA Jam Awais
and MNA Jam Karim, were
pardoned by the widow of the

victim who asserted that *“jus-
tice can’'t be served in
Pakistan™ and left the matter in
hands of God.

The acquittal of Jatoi, in the
same vein, is indicative of the
fact that justice is not served
but bought; bought by those
who have power, money, and
influence.

The Diyat law undermines the
criminal law which deals with
the violation of rights of the
public and holds the state
responsible for penalising the
perpetrators. The acquittal of
Jatoi and other convicts not
only reflects the failure of our
justice system but also of the
state’s writ. In order to main-
tain order in the society, it is
essential for the state to punish
the one who takes away the
right to life of another human.
Murder is not a crime against

an individual but the public at
large — as it leaves the society
insecure and vulnerable, It’s a
crime against the state — the
entity created in the first place
to provide security to the indi-
viduals.
Jatoi’s acquittal has left the
majority in a state of fear — the
fear of being a few bullets
away from being killed at the
hands of an affluent who
would then conveniently
coerce the family into granting
a pardon, in return of a com-
pensation, or in the name of
God, and would escape
i the charge, roam freely,
~ and make a victory sign
— as he should since
victorious is the one
who has the power to
turn circumstances in
his favour.
However, in the latest
development, the state
has decided to file a
‘review petition against
the acquittal of Jatoi.
The petition by the
Attorney-General for
_ Pakistan (AGP) on
= behest of the state has
sought the review of
Sthe verdict keeping in
“aview the components
of compromise and
mischief. The review petition
is a significant move made by
the state as it’s the responsibil-
ity and the foundational pur-
pose of the state to enable its
citizens to feel secure and
penalise the offender who
infringed upon the rights of
individuals.
Nevertheless, the onus falls
upon the state to amend the
Diyat law thus preventing the
powerful from manipulating it
to get off scot-free and ensure
the penalty of anyone who
commits a murder, irrespective
of their social status. Murder
needs to be dealt as a test of
state’s writ. If not, the state
will become anarchic, which
would lead to a state of nature,
leaving all individuals insecure
and susceptible to meeting the
same fate as Qandeel, Nazim

or Shahzeb.
www.hrpostpk.com




Has Mahsa Amini sparked a

revolution in Iran?

Mandating the removal of the
hijab is as problematic as mak-
ing it mandatory to wear it, and
it needs to be condemned.
The death of the 22-year-old
Iranian woman, Mahsa Amini,
after being in the custody of
the *morality police’, allegedly
for not wearing the hijab
“properly”, has led to an erup-
tion of protests across lran
against the current regime.
Videos are making rounds on
social media where a large
number of people are taking
over the streets, while women
being at the forefronts are
burning their hijabs and chop-
ping off their hair publicly in
protest.

Although this is not the first
time a woman has been beaten
up for not covering her head,
the rage displayed this time
sparked by the death of Amini
has led to a public reaction,
one that is unprecedented in
magnitude.

The protestors have met with
brutality of the state as the
police have been trying to dis-
perse the crowd through
releasing tear gas, baton
charge, and direct firing which
has led to several casualties,
while the state outright denied
carrying out any of these
actions. Despite the state’s
brutal response, the protests
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have only grown in number.
The protestors are defying the
riot police in the face of death
and standing firm. Intense
anger is being exhibited
against the regime as Iran is
abuzz with chants like *“death
to the dictator” and “justice,

liberty, no to mandatory
hijab”. The demonstration

£

against the hijab law and auto-

cratic rule of the Iranian
regime have extended from the
capital and western Iran to all
across the country.
The narrative being promoted
by the western and Indian
media about these protests
being *“anti-hijab” is mislead-
. ing and unin-
“‘formed since
*the protests
are not
against the
hijab
but against
=ithe forced
r'obligaliun to
wear 1,
which is an
' the freedom
— of citizens to
exercise their will.
The large-scale protests in [ran
depict the frustration of the
public ripening over the years
due to the autocratic policies
of the regime. Tronically, the
authoritarian government in
Iran had also been brought into

power first through a bloody
Iranian revolution in 1979. The

itself

invasion of

current demonstrations are
also of the essence for a revo-
lution to get rid of the regime
or at least the draconian laws
which reek of authoritarianism
and dictatorship. The defiance
of Iranians is indicative of
their urge to protect their free-
dom, liberty and enforcement
of their rights at every cost.
Earlier this year, a row over
hijab was also witnessed in
India after the Karnataka high
court upheld the ban on hijab
in colleges, a verdict which has
been challenged in the
supreme court. The right
wing’s support for the hijab
ban also clamp downs on an
individual’s  freedom  of
choice.

Be it Iran or India, forcing
women to wear hijab or force-
fully asking them to remove it
ultimately becomes an issue of
freedom of exercising personal
choice, which is evidently
taken away due to the state’s
interference and intervention
in these cases. Mandating the
removal of the hijab is as prob-
lematic as making it mandato-
ry to wear it, and it needs to be
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condemned. Yet, the protests
in Iran cannot only be viewed
solely in terms of pertaining to
hijab: rather, they should wide-
ly be seen as the public’s
resistance to the authoritarian
laws and brutal treatment of
the citizens.

The people of Iran have stood
up against the regime and aim
to overturn it to restore their
liberty. The state is using its
power to suppress the protes-
tors which is only aggravating
the situation by further enrag-
ing the citizens. Even if the
protests fail to achieve a sub-
stantial end, the setback it has
and will cause for the regime
and the religious clergy would
remain significant.  The
protests also suggest the loos-
ening of the state’s grip over
its citizens. Therefore, in the
days to come, it will be impor-
tant to see how far these
protests will go as with every
passing day, the momentum
and strength continues to
swell. The Iranian protests
may or may not end in a revo-
lution but can definitely be a
step towards it.



