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Human Rights Press Awards in
Asia Relaunches for 2023

Human Rights Watch and Arizona State University to Administer Prizes

uman Rights Watch
H and the Walter
Cronkite School of

Journalism and Mass
Communication at Arizona
State University marked World
Human Rights Day today by
announcing that they will be
co-administering the Human
Rights Press Awards which
previously were administered
by the Foreign Correspondents
Club of Hong Kong (FCCHK)
for over a quarter century. The
application process opens
today and will run through
February 1.

FCCHK suspended the
awards, which recognize the
best in human rights reporting
in Asia, following the Chinese
government's imposition of a
draconian national security
law in Hong Kong in June
2020. Since then, Hong Kong
authorities' assault on press
freedom has shuttered one of
the city's largest papers, Apple
Daily, along with at least eight
other outlets. Such risks led to
FCCHK's decision not to
administer the awards.

The Human Rights Press

Awards have a long and distin-
guished history of recognizing
outstanding

reporting on

human rights issues in Asia.
Previous winners include
Philippine journalist and
Nobel Prize winner Maria
Ressa and Malaysian-born Los
Angeles Times photojournalist
Marcus Yam, winner of this
year's Pulitzer Prize for break-
ing news photography.

"Human Ri;:hl‘; Watch is

¥ of Editors

ofeditors.org

Emnxanmﬁ
1T e

-

cially at this critical time in
Asia," said Tirana Hassan, act-
ing executive director of
Human Rights Watch. "In a
time of disinformation and
propaganda, powerful fact-
based reporting on what is
happening in China,
Afghanistan, Myanmar, and so
many other places is crucially

LS

pleased to continue the tradi-
tion of recognizing, rewarding,

and supporting great reporting

on human rights issues, espe-

important."”

The goal of the awards is to
increase respect for people's
basic rights and to focus atten-

tion on threats to those free-
doms. It receives hundreds of
eniries every year from across
Asia. There are 16 categories
ranging from breaking news to
commentary and include all
mediums - writing, photogra-
phy, video, audio, and multi-
media. There are no fees for
submitting nominations, and
entries may be in English or
Chinese.

"The Cronkite School is more
than just one of the premier

journalism and mass commu-

nication programs in the U.S. -
we aim to be a global force for
change. This partnership with
Human Rights Watch fits with
that mission by providing a
rock-solid foundation for the
Human Rights Press Awards'
second quarter-century," said
Dr. Battinto L. Batts, Jr., Dean
of the Cronkite School. "The
next 25 years will see these
awards recognized as the
world's pre-eminent honors for
human-rights reporting."”

The 2023 winners will be
announced on May 3, 2023,
World Press Freedom Day.
Human Rights Watch and the
Cronkite School will also rec-
ognize 2022's winners who
were not formally recognized
following the cancelation of
the awards in Hong Kong.

www.hrpostpk.com



Reflecting on progress and renewing

commitments to gender equality

“A gender equal world is a
more accessible, more free,
and more peaceful world,”
said Pashtana Dorani. “It is a
fascinating world, where men
and women have equal pay; a
world where girls and boys are
not told which color is for
which, or told they cannot play
sports or do anything.”

Dorani is a 24-year-old politi-
cal and civil rights activist

“We are witnessing the coura-
geous women and girls in
Afghanistan and in the Islamic
Republic of Iran who are
demanding an end to systemat-
ic discrimination against them
as well as socioeconomic and
legal reforms to ensure their
rights and justice,” said UN
High  Commissioner for
Human Rights, Volker Tiirk.

However, women’s rights and

heights, with escalation of
attacks against gender equality
and women’s rights globally,
said Hannah Wu Section Chief
of Women’s Human Rights
and Gender Equality at UN
Human Rights.

“The international community
must take powerful actions to
address the urgent situations
where women and girls are
risking their lives for demand-

from Afghanistan. She is the
founder and CEO of LEARN,
an NGO that promotes learn-
ing for girls in Afghanistan,
and continues to do so, despite
the ongoing ban on secondary
education for girls that took
effect in the country after the
Taliban takeover in 2021.

The efforts of women human
rights defenders like Dorani
continue to be indispensable
for the rights of women and
girls.

gender equality are under
threat, he added.

Societies are seeing the resur-
gence of conservative narra-
tives that relegate woman to a
secondary’s role, with the rise
of “authoritarian, patriarchal
and misogynistic narratives
that reward toxic masculinity
and legitimize sexism,” said
Tiirk.

The backlash against women’s
human rights and gender
equality has reached new

ing human rights and equali-
ty,” she said.

Progress can never be
achieved if we do not tackle
the root causes of gender-
based discrimination and
inequality, she added.

“The misuse of culture and
religion, is where the scourge
of gender-based discrimination
starts,” explained Wu. She has
called for a more holistic
approach to  advancing
women’s and girls’ human

rights with a focus on preven-
tion rather than reaction.
Reflecting on progress

In order to continue the fight
for gender equality with unwa-
vering determination, societies
and individuals alike, must
draw inspiration from the
progress that has been made in
women’s rights throughout the
years. Acknowledging the
tremendous advancement that
has been made, yet
knowing that there still
remains a long way to
£o.

Nearly 75 years ago, the
Universal Declaration
of Human Rights was
drafted, setting out, for
the first time, the funda-
mental rights to be uni-
versally protected. The
UDHR has inspired
laws, legislation, even
movements that have
strived to ensure digni-
ty, freedom, and justice
for all.

Women played an inte-
gral role in the drafting
of the UDHR. The
drafting committee was
lead by Eleanor
Roosevelt. And it was
the suggestion of drafter
Hasna Mechta from
India, that the original
language of the docu-
ment was changed from
“all men” to *“all human
beings” throughout the
document, demonstrat-
ing that gender equality
was non-negotiable.
“The UDHR is a great path-
way to accessing all the human
rights.,” said Dorani, the
Afghan activist.

Yet, this promise of dignity
and equality for all is not the
reality for many women
around the world, who find the
space for protest and expres-
sion severely curtailed or dis-
appeared, she said. It is partic-
ularly true for women and girls
in her home country, she
explained.




"So What If He Hit You?"

Addressing Domestic Violence in Tunisia

y father was very
M violent with me, and
my mother treated

me differently from my sib-
lings. I thought that by getting
married I'd escape my family's
violence. But it only got
worse. My husband started
beating me on our wedding
night. I had my period and did
not want to have sex, but he
wouldn't accept it. He hit me,

el N
\;S\J"‘f"’ | %Organisez-vous, mobilisez-veus .
5% ekl

held me down, and forced me
to do things. He calls me a
worthless whore all the time.
In bed, he forces me to do
things that make me so
ashamed [ cannot pray and
face God for days. | clean
every inch of our house but he
always finds a reason to beat
me.

I didn't want to complain, but
in March 2021, he hit me on
the head with a brick. He said
he could see the devil in me
and that he wanted to destroy
me. | had no choice but to
complain. I got a medical cer-
tificate from the hospital that

. S

prescribed seven days of rest. [
went to the police to show
them the certificate and the
death threats that my husband
had sent me on WhatsApp. But
afier my husband spoke with
them, the police dissuaded me
from filing a complaint. The
following day, I went to court
to file a complaint there.
Meanwhile, my husband apol-
ogized, and I dropped the com-

happen to me? Who else will
look after me? How will [ sur-
vive with two kids on [his
post-divorce financial support]
of 250 dinars (US$80) a
month? My family doesn't
want to take me and my chil-
dren in. If I didn't have kids, I
would just live on the street.
I've called shelters but they
rarely answer the phone and

when they do, they say they

S
-

-~ 2 EnaZeda
3o

plaint.

He became more violent. In
September 2021, T went to a
different police station to ask
for a protection order. They
refused to help me, so | went to
court. When they refused to
help me too, 1 opened the win-
dow to jump off the tribunal's
second floor. Someone held
me back.

I know my husband won't
change. He tells me he isn't
seared of the police. He knows
I won't try to complain any-
more because | have no money
and nobody to support me. If I
did put him in jail, what would

Ires

can't take me in. [ feel like I am
walking to my own grave.

As of September 2022,
"Nahla," a 40-year-old from
Ben Arous interviewed by
Human Rights Watch, was still
living with her husband.

Key Findings

Nahla's experience reflects
how the compounded failures
of different authorities can
leave women with no alterna-
tive than living with an abu-
sive partner, leaving them at
risk of abuse and femicide.
Women have reported harrow-
ing experiences of domestic
abuse to Human Rights Watch.

Men had locked them up; beat-
en them with objects; threat-
ened to kill them; raped them;
forced them to work for them
in austere conditions without
compensation; deprived them
from food while pregnant;
confiscated their money: aban-
doned their household; or ver-
bally humiliated them, daily, at
times in public.

During 2021, the police regis-

e’ ! -‘\\'.'.

A bas
L le patriarcal

g

tered nearly 69,000 complaints
of violence against women and
girls.[3] The most recent
national survey on violence
against women, published in
2010, reported that half of
Tunisian women had experi-
enced at least one form of vio-
lence in their lives.[4] The real
magnitude of domestic vio-
lence is however difficult to
gauge, in part due to poor data
collection and the social and
economic pressure on women
to tolerate

men's violence.

This report examines Tunisian
authorities' response to domes-

www.hrpostpk.com



tic violence, five years after
the adoption of Law 2017-58
on the Elimination of Violence
Against Women (hereafter
Law-58), one of the most pro-
gressive legal framework aim-
ing to eliminate physical,
moral, sexual, economic, and
political forms of violence
against women in the Middle
East and North Africa.
Law-58 has introduced pro-
gressive prevention, protec-
tion, and prosecution provi-
sions, and assured survivors'
access to appropriate services.
It introduced unprecedented
protection measures and orders
aimed at keeping abusers away

from the spousal domicile and
survivors. It toughened sen-
tences for some crimes where
the abuser is a family member
or (ex-)spouse/fiancé and
introduced new crimes relating
to economic and psychological
violence. The law also abro-
gated provisions that had
allowed for the termination of
proceedings or the quashing of
convictions if a survivor with-
drew her complaint; and provi-
sions that had allowed for
impunity or lenient punish-
ment of abusers such as provi-
sions that exempted a rapist
from punishment if he married
the survivor.

The adoption of Law-58
appears to have marked a dis-
tinct shift in public awareness
of violence against women in
Tunisia. The 2019 #EnaZeda
(#MeToo) movement and the

public communications around
the five-fold increase in report-
ing of violence against women
under Covid-19 lockdowns in
Tunisia, likely also contributed
to this change.

Overall, the report finds that,
despite considerable legisla-
tive and institutional progress,
and the genuine commitment
of individual state officials and
service providers to assist sur-
vivors, the insufficient alloca-
tion of financial means toward
Law-58's implementation
problematic attitudes among
the police and judiciary have
has led to inconsistencies and
failures in the state's response

to domestic violence.
Ultimately, a woman's ability
to exercise the rights granted
to her by Law-58 is contingent
on the will of service-
providers addressing her com-
plaint; the proximity of savvy
nongovernmental organiza-
tions to accompany her; and
her individual characteristics
and persistence.

Tunisia's 2022 constitution
guarantees equality of women
and men before the law, and
Law-58 obligates the state to
adopt measures to prevent vio-
lence against women including
to take every necessary meas-
ure to eliminate all discrimina-
tory practices against
women.[6] However, women
continue to face diserimination
in law and practice that can
leave them vulnerable to vio-
lence. Moreover, some of

Tunisia's Constitutional provi-
sions could be used to limit
women's rights based on inter-
pretations of religious precept.
The Ministry of Women in its
2020 report remarked that dis-
criminatory codes and laws
against women hindered the
implementation of Law-58.

Tunisia's 1956 Personal Status
Law, adopted shortly after its
independence from France,
was historic in how progres-
sive it was in advancing
women's rights compared to
countries across the region as
well as France and other
European countries. However,
that

remain - for instance deeming
men as heads of households.
language that can suggest an
obligation on spouses to con-
form to stereotypical gender
roles, and discriminatory
inheritance provisions - leave
women more exposed to vio-
lence. Moreover, public moral-
ity laws and the criminaliza-
tion of same-sex relations
under Article 230 of the penal
code may deter lesbian, bisex-
ual, or transgender women
(hereafter LBT women), as
well as women abused by part-
ners to whom they are not
engaged or married, from
reporting domestic violence to
authorities to avoid risks of
facing prosecution instead of
receiving protection or justice.
State  policies  reinforce
women's role as providing
unpaid domestic care, and

leave women financially
dependent on men, contribut-
ing to their exposure to male
violence against women,
which comes with significant
social, economic, and develop-
mental costs for
the state.
Law-58 also directed min-
istries and state institutions to
prevent and combat violence
against women including
through education, training,
detection, awareness raising,
and providing information,
care, and ongoing support to
SUrVivors.
However, efforts to inform
women of their rights and the
3\ llservices

deficient,
especially
among rural
and illiterate
populations.
‘Street  sig-

age and
anners
- indicating
“the location
‘of support

~ key provi-

% sions in

vcnues are
‘rare.  The
detrimental
impact  of
weak public
communica-
() “®ition efforts
is compounded by the failure
of overwhelmed, under-
trained, or negligent frontline
respondents to clearly inform
women of their rights to pro-
tection orders, legal aid, shel-
ter, and other support.

In a positive move, only six
months into the law's imple-
mentation, the Ministry of
Interior established 128 spe-
cialized units across the coun-
try for the elimination of vio-
lence against women dedicated
to the investigation of cases of
violence against women, as the
law required. However, the
specialized units are only oper-
ational during administrative
hours and not all units guaran-
tee privacy or include female
staff to interview com-
plainants. Problematic atti-
tudes and practices in the
response by specialized units
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and regular police officers to
domestic violence persist.
They include lack of commu-
nication of survivors' rights,
dismissive attitudes, and con-
tinued recourse to pledges or
family mediation that force
women to reconcile with their
abusers rather than informing
them of their rights to protec-
tion under the law.
Mechanisms to identify risks
of femicide requiring immedi-
ate protection have not been
rolled out throughout the coun-
try.

Law-58 provides for tempo-
rary prolection measures that
the police can request from

)

prosecutors at the survivor's
request, as well as longer-term
protection orders that courts
can issue without the survivor
needing to file a criminal com-
plaint or divorce. This permits
authorities to forbid alleged
abusers from approaching sur-
vivors and their children,
while allowing survivors to
remain safely in their homes
while they decide on their next
steps. UN Women describes
protection orders as "among
the most effective legal reme-
dies available to com-
plainants/survivors of violence
against women."[7] However,
lack of available data on the
number of protection measures
or protection orders issued pre-
vents an accurate assessment
of their use and impact.

One of the biggest barriers that
six women complained about
is that police insisted on arbi-
trary evidentiary requirements
- namely, recent medical cer-

tificates - to launch investiga-
tions or provide protection
measures, even though Law-
58 does not require this.
Women reported differing time
limits that police considered to
be valid for medical certifi-
cates, sometimes as little as 48
hours, in order to take action.
Such requirements deprive
women from protection as
authorities may turn them
away if their medical certifi-
cates are deemed too old, ulti-
mately exposing them to fur-
ther risks of violence.
Survivors often need time until
they decide whether or not
they want to complain against

their abusers.

"Ahlem," 26, from Sidi
Bouzid, who was beaten,
humiliated, and forced to work
without compensation for
seven years by her husband,
said the police had turned her
down when she had decided to
file a complaint against him in
August 2021:

When 1 got to the police sta-
tion, the police told me I could
not do anything with my [four]
medical certificates [issued in
2020 and 2021] because all of
them had been issued more
than 15 days ago. I felt so dis-
couraged. I am illiterate and no
one had told me my certifi-
cates would lose their validity
after a couple of weeks. Why
aren't women allowed to keep
them as weapons under their
pillows to use once they are
ready to fight back?

Law-58 provided for sur-
vivors' right to medical, psy-
chological, and social support

and follow-up. However, in
most regions, only medical
certificates have been issued
free of charge to survivors of
domestic violence, and some
women have reported having
had to pay for medical certifi-
cates. Fees for additional med-
ical examinations, along with
transportation costs, can have
a dissuasive effect on sur-
vivors. In 2022, the Ministry
of Women and the Ministry of
Health issued a ministerial
note (n°5-2022) to address this
gap in implementation and
reaffirm survivors' right to free
initial medical certificates and
to flexible payment schemes

for other medical expens-
es.[10] Overstreiched medical
staff rarely inform survivors of
their rights or refer them fto
psychologists or other support
services. The police and judici-
ary overly rely on medical cer-
tificates to launch an investiga-
tion or in conviction, and yet
access to forensic expertise is
limited in most of the country.
Due to the lack of forensic
doctors, the prevailing practice
is for general physicians to
examine complainants of
domestic violence, yet both
general physicians and foren-
sic doctors lack guidelines on
how to determine physical
incapacitation in domestic vio-
lence cases. In 2020, the only
public counseling center in
Tunisia dedicated to survivors'
psychological wellbeing
closed due to lack of funding,

Law-58 signilicantly broad-
ened the scope of criminal law
to combat male violence

against women in its physical,
moral, sexual, economic, and
political forms, and set out free
support services for survivors.
However, the judiciary's
response to domestic violence
has been characterized by
lengthy proceedings, alleged
reluctance of some family
judges to implement the law,
failure to investigate with-
drawn complaints, and the
complainants facing chal-
lenges accessing provision of
free legal aid or had ineffective
legal assistance. During the
first weeks of Covid-19 lock-
downs in 2020, the Ministry of
Justice failed to prioritize
cases of domestic
violence.

Shelters for sur-
Jvivors are essential
to an effective

response to domes-
tic violence. Law-
58 set out that sur-
vivors have a right
to emergency shel-
ter, but did not
specify the number
of shelter spaces to
Mlbe made available
or their funding
mechanism.
Without  enough
& s_he]ters, orgapizq-
- Wtions and state insti-

have
nowhere to refer
women to. The

. number of opera-
tional shelters for survivors
has fluctuated since the law's
adoption, especially outside of
the capital, and remains insuf-
ficient. In 2021, only five shel-
ters, with a cumulative hosting
capacity of approximately 107
women and children, were
operational - only one of
which was outside of the gov-
ernorate of Tunis. In a positive
move, in the summer of 2022,
the Ministry of Women and its
international partners support-
ed the opening of five addi-
tional shelters.[11] At time of
writing, the total hosting
capacity of shelters across the
country is estimated at 186
women and children, based on
Human Rights Watch's map-
ping of available shelters.[12]
The Ministry of Women plans
to open more shelters to ensure
at least one shelter is opera-
tional in each of Tunisia's 24
governorates by 2024,



The Universal Declaration:
A catalyst for environmental
human rights action

“Social justice is climate jus-
tice. Climate change is a
human rights issue as the cli-
mate crisis exacerbates
inequalities,” said environ-
mental human rights defender,
multimedia journalist and film
director, Sophia Li.

Li is the co-founder and co-
host of All of the Above, the
first sustainability talk show.

tion of human rights defenders
working online and on the
frontlines of environmental
crises. Many of them advocate
for climate justice at great risk
to themselves.

In July 2022, the UN General
Assembly (GA) adopted a
landmark resolution recogniz-
ing the right to a healthy envi-
ronment. The GA’s adoption

United Nations.

These resolutions were possi-
ble thanks to the efforts of a
diverse array of civil society
organisations, including youth
groups, national human rights
institutions, Indigenous
Peoples’ organizations, busi-
nesses, and many others
worldwide who have been
advocating for international

The right to a clean, healthy
and sustainable environment is
generally  understood  to
include the right to clean air; a
safe and stable climate; access
to safe water and adequate san-
itation; healthy and sustainably
produced food; non-toxic envi-
ronments in which to live,
work, study and play; and
healthy  biodiversity and

She also is the host of Meta’s
podcast, Climate Talks and
serves on the Board of
Directors of environmental
NGO Slow Factory, and is on
the advisory board of Better
Shelter.

Li is part of a growing genera-

follows a similar resolution by
the Human Rights Council in
October 2021. Although these
resolutions are not legally
binding, they can catalyse
changes in national and inter-
national law and represent a
political consensus at the

recognition of this right. It was
supported by UN entities
working together under the
Secretary-General’s Call to
Action for Human Rights,
including UN Human Rights.
Accountability for environ-
mental harm

ecosystems. It also includes
access to information; the right
to participate in decision-mak-
ing; and access to justice and
effective remedies including
the secure exercise of these
rights free from reprisals and
retaliation.
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Realizing the right to a healthy
environment also requires
international cooperation, soli-
darity and equity in environ-
mental  action, including
resource mobilization. States
also have the legal obligation
to prevent their actions from
causing environmental harms
around the world.

“States that fail to protect indi-
viduals under their jurisdiction
from the adverse effects of cli-
mate change may be violating
their human rights under inter-
national law,” said Hélene
Tigroudja, member of the
Human Rights Committee, the
UN body that oversees States’
compliance with the
International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights.

In September 2022, the
Committee rendered a decision
against Australia following a
complaint filed by eight
Indigenous Australian nation-
als and six of their children liv-
ing in four small, low-lying
islands in the Torres Strait
region. For the past 2000
years, these islands have been
the home of indigenous peo-

ples who had been living in
harmony with the ocean.

The complainants claimed
their rights had been violated
as Australia failed to adapt to
climate change by, among oth-
ers measures, upgrading sea-
walls on the islands and reduc-
ing greenhouse gas emissions.
They said changes in weather
patterns have direct harmful
consequences on their liveli-
hood, their culture, and tradi-
tional way of life. Severe
flooding caused by the tidal
surge in recent years has
destroyed ancestral burial
sites, and heavy rainfall and
storms have degraded the land
and trees reducing the amount
of food available from tradi-
tional fishing and farming.
Although the Torres Strait
islands case was only the sec-
ond environmental case
brought under the individual
complaints procedure of the
Human Rights Committee, it
forms part of a growing num-
ber of national and internation-
al litigations that have been
seeking to hold governments
and businesses accountable for

their climate inaction.

According to New York
University’s Climate
Litigation Accelerator, some
200 cases are being adjudicat-
ed worldwide. The body of
legal precedents developed in
these cases, including with
respect to the right to a healthy
environment, will play an
important role in future efforts
to advance accountability for
environmental harms.

“The right to a healthy envi-
ronment can be a unifying
force across international envi-

ronmental and international
human rights law,” said
Benjamin Schachter,

Environment Team leader at
UN Human Rights. “Orienting
environmental action around
the fulfilment of the right to a
healthy environment can be
transformative particularly for
those who have contributed the
least to the triple planetary cri-
sis, many of whom are already
struggling to cope with its
worst impacts.”.

Rights in jeopardy

Climate change, biodiversity
and ecosystem loss, and pollu-

tion are affecting the human
rights of all people globally,
mcluding the rights to life,
food, water, an adequate stan-
dard of living, a healthy envi-
ronment, development, and
health. These crises coupled
with unsustainable develop-
ment represent serious threats
to the ability of present and
future generations to enjoy
these rights first enshrined in
the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (UDHR) almost
75 years ago.

Displacement is one of the
central issues of recent times.
To the tens of millions primari-
ly displaced by war, conflict
and persecution, a new and
growing category of displaced
people can now be added:
those fleeing climate-related
disasters. The Global Report
on Internal Displacement by
the Internal Displacement
Migration Centre indicates that
30 million people were newly
displaced by climate-related
disasters in

Designing transformative solutions
for disability inclusion

“l lost my job to ableism,”
Keely Cat-Wells said.
Cat-Wells, a British national,
moved to Los Angeles, United
States, to explore career oppor-
tunities in the entertainment
industry. There, she was
offered a job. However, that
offer was rescinded when she
disclosed her impairment.
Having recently moved to the
United States, Cat-Wells was
unaware that she could file a
discrimination suit against her
former employer under the
Americans with Disabilities
Act. Further, she did not want
to risk her immigration status
and was afraid of being black-
listed in Hollywood.
Undeterred, Cat-Wells found-
ed C Talent, a talent manage-
ment and consulting company
that represents high-profile
online creators, performers
and entertainment industry
professionals with disabilities.

The company not only pro-
motes the employment of her
industry clients in diverse roles

but also advocates for the
appointment of disability offi-
cers to ensure that sets are

accessible. She also helps
companies become accessible
beyond legal compliance. In

partnership with UN Human
Rights and other organizations,
C Talent also serves as a

founding member of
#WeThel5, a campaign that
aims to promote greater inclu-
sion and access to services for
people with disabilities.

In its General Comment num-

ber 8, the UN Committee on
the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities described
‘ableism’ as “a value system
that considers certain typical
characteristics of body and
mind as essential for living a
life of value. Based on strict
standards of appearance, func-
tioning and behaviour, ableist
ways of thinking consider the
disability experience as a mis-
fortune that leads to suffering
and disadvantage and invari-
ably devalues human life,”
which adversely affects the
opportunities for many persons
with disabilities to have mean-
ingful work and employment.
Advocating for inclusion and
representation in  creative
industries revealed itself to be
an innovative way for Cat-
Wells to create change from
various angles and do away
with stereotyping people with
disabilities.
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This year’s

Human Rights Day slogan is

“Dignity,

he 75th anniversary of
the Universal
Declaration of Human

Rights will be celebrated on 10
December 2023. Ahead of this
milestone celebration, starting
on this year's Human Rights
Day on 10 December 2022, we
will launch a year-long cam-

Stand Up
for Human

Rights

- SANCL B0 Tel ek (PRALNE

paign to showcase the UDHR
by focusing on its legacy, rele-
vance and activism.

“The Universal Declaration of
Human Rights is a miraculous
text,” said Volker Tiirk, UN
High  Commissioner for
Human Rights. “At a time
when the world emerged from
cataclysmic  events, the
Declaration set out universal
rights and recognized the equal
worth of every person.”

On Human Rights Day (10
December), UN Human Rights
will launch a year-long cam-
paign to promote and recog-
nise the 75th anniversary of
the Universal Declaration of

Freedom, and Justice for All”

Human Rights (UDHR 75),
which will be celebrated on 10
December 2023. The year-long
campaign will showcase the
UDHR by focusing on its lega-
cy, relevance and activism
using the slogan, “Dignity,
Freedom, and Justice for AlL"
“The Declaration — which was

7
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drafted by representatives
from all over the world —
embodies a common language
of our shared humanity, a uni-
fying force at the heart of
which lies human dignity and
the duty of care we owe each
other as human beings,” Tirk
said.

It is the global blueprint for
international, national, and
local laws and policies. The
Declaration is also a founda-
tion of the 2030 Agenda for
sustainable development,
which promotes an economy
that invests in human rights
and works for everyone.

The UDHR 75 campaign will

ARTICLE 1

ALL HUMAN BEINGS
ARE BORN FREE AND EQUAL
IN DIGNITY AND RIGHTS.

UNIVERSAL DECLARATION
OF HUMAN RIGHTS

increase global awareness of
the UDHR by showing how
the Declaration has guided the
work of the Office. It will then
promote the universality of
human rights and empower
everyone, especially young
people, to stand up for human
rights.

nomic instability, misinforma-
tion, racial injustice, and glob-
al setbacks on women’s rights.
People are frustrated and have
lost trust with what’s being
seen as the inaction and irrele-
vance of governments and
institutions  in  protecting

UNIVERSAL
DECLARATION OF
HUMAN RIGHTS

Since the adoption of the
UDHR in 1948, human rights
have been more guaranteed
and recognised around the
world including improvements
in the rights of women, chil-
dren, and young people, of
indigenous people to guard
and maintain their land and
culture, and the abolition of the
death penalty in many coun-
tries.

But the promise of the UDHR,
of dignity and equality in
rights, has been under attack.
The world is facing a climate
crisis, the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, increasing conflicts, eco-

DIGNITY, FREEDOM & JUSTICE FOR ALL

human rights. Young people
don’t feel heard or know the
existence of the Declaration.

“Even as the 30 articles of the

Declaration have sparked
transformation in all areas of
our lives, the embers of
racism, misogyny, inequality,
and hatred continue to threaten
our world,” Tiirk said. “The
language and spirit of the
Declaration have the potential
to overcome division and
polarization. It can make peace
with nature, our planet, and
point the way to sustainable
development for future



Laos: After 10 years, civil society worldwide

is still asking: '""Where is Sombath?"

head of the 10-year
anniversary of the
enforced disappear-

ance of Lao civil society leader
Sombath Somphone, we, the
undersigned civil society
organizations and individuals,
renew calls on the Lao govern-
ment to determine his fate and
whereabouts and deliver jus-
tice, truth, and reparation to his
family. We deplore the Lao
authorities' repeated failure to
act on their human rights obli-
gations to thoroughly investi-
gate Sombath's disappearance
and provide adequate, effec-
tive, and prompt reparation for
Sombath and his family over
the past decade.

Since Sombath, a pioneer in
community-based develop-
ment and youth empowerment,
was abducted from a busy
street in Vientiane on 15
December 2012, numerous
United Nations (UN) member
states and human rights moni-
toring mechanisms  have
repeatedly expressed their con-
cern over his enforced disap-
pearance and urged the Lao
government to conduct a
prompt and effective investi-
gation into this grave human
rights violation and crime
under international law.

In December 2014, three UN
human rights experts urged the
Lao authorities to "release
more information about the
progress of [the] investigation,
especially to his family," and
to request international assis-
tance to determine Sombath's
fate and whereabouts.[1]
During the Universal Periodic
Review (UPR) sessions exam-
ining the human rights per-
formance of Laos in 2015 and
2020, a total of 11 UN member
states made 15 recommenda-
tions that called on the Lao
government to investigate
Sombath's disappearance.[2]
In July 2018, following the
review of Laos' initial report
under  the International
Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR), the
UN Human Rights Committee
regretted "the paucity of rele-

vant information" provided by
the government regarding its
investigation into Sombath's
case, and called on the govern-
ment to "step up efforts to con-

duct a thorough, credible,
impartial and  transparent
investigation" into his

enforced disappearance.[3]
Following his official visit to
Laos in March 2019, then-UN
Special Rapporteur on extreme
poverty and human rights
Philip Alston urged the gov-
ernment to "finally allow a
meaningful investigation" into
Sombath's disappearance.[4]
Four special procedures of the
UN Human Rights Council
have sent three communica-
tions to the Lao government to

1

before ordinary civilian courts,
including under the ICCPR
and the UN Convention
against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment, to
which Laos is a state party.
While Laos is yet to ratify the
International Convention for
the Protection of all Persons
from Enforced Disappearance
(ICPPED), which it signed in
2008, under international law
it is obliged not to defeat the
treaty's object and purpose.

The impact of enforced disap-
pearances on the relatives of
the disappeared often also con-
stitutes torture. The UN
Working Group on Enforced
and Involuntary
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demand it provide information
on Sombath's fate and where-
abouts and about any investi-
gations carried out into his
enforced disappearance, one as
recently as 2021.[5]
Regrettably, the Lao govern-
ment's response to the interna-
tional community's extraordi-
nary expressions of deep con-
cern has been characterized by
a catalogue of apparent inac-
tion, negligence, cover-ups,
and misleading statements,
and an overall lack of political
will to effectively address
Sombath's enforced disappear-
ance.

The Lao authorities have com-
pletely failed to uphold their
international legal obligations
to investigate Sombath's disap-
pearance and to bring those
suspected of criminal responsi-
bility to justice in fair trials

T R

Disappearances has recog-
nized that official demial of
information to relatives of the
disappeared about the truth of
their fate and whereabouts
adds to the "continuous tor-
ture" enforced disappearance
inflicts upon relatives. The
ICPPED further requires offi-
cials to ensure family members
are informed on the progress
and results of all appropriate
measures  authorities  are
obliged to take to search for,
locate, and release disappeared
persons.

Since December 2012, the Lao
authorities have met with
Sombath's wife, Shui Meng
Ng, only four times - the last
instance in December 2017.
Officials have not provided her
with any updates on her hus-
band's situation since then,
despite her repeated requests.

The government's last public
remarks on Sombath's case
were made during the third
UPR of Laos in September
2020, when a government rep-
resentative merely said the
search for Sombath was "the
duty of the Lao government."

Now, more than ever, we stand
in solidarity with Sombath's
family and all other victims of
enforced disappearances in
Laos. We reiterate our call on
the Lao authorities to deter-
mine the fate or whereabouts
of all victims of enforced dis-
appearances in Laos, identify
the perpetrators of such serious
crimes, and provide victims
with an effective remedy and
full reparations. We also urge
the government to accelerate
the process of ratification of
the [CPPED without making
any reservations and to imple-
ment it into national law.

We have been pressing for jus-
tice and accountability for 10
years. We will not stop
demanding the truth until
Sombath is found and justice is
delivered for him and his fam-
ily. Once again, we are united
in asking a simple and straight-
forward question to the Lao
government:  "Where s
Sombath?"

Background

Sombath Somphone was last
seen at a police checkpoint on
a busy street of Vientiane on
the evening of 15 December
2012. Footage from a CCTV
camera showed that police
stopped Sombath's vehicle at
the checkpoint and that, within
minutes, unknown individuals
forced him into another vehi-
cle and drove him away in the
presence of police officers.
CCTV footage also showed an
unknown individual later
arriving, and driving
Sombath's vehicle away from
the city center. The presence of
police officers at Sombath's
abduction and their failure to
intervene is prima facie evi-
dence of the involvement of
state agents' participation in
Sombath's fate, rendering it a
presumptive case of enforced
disappearance.
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"We Can Arrest Anyone We Want"
Widespread Human Rights Violations Under

El Salvador's "State of Emergency"

Between March 24 and 27,
2022, 92 people were killed in
El Salvador, seemingly by
gangs. The Kkillings, which
amounted to the deadliest peak
in lethal violence in the coun-
try's recent history, were a
bleak  reminder of EI
Salvador's failure to take sus-
tainable and rights-respecting
measures to fulfill its duty to
protect the population from
chronic gang violence.

In response, and at the request
of President Nayib Bukele, the
Legislative Assembly prompt-
ly adopted a 30-day "state of
emergency,” suspending a
range of constitutional rights,
including the rights to freedom
of association and assembly, to
privacy in communications,
and to be informed of the rea-
son for arrest, as well as the
requirement that anyone be
taken before a judge within 72
hours. The Assembly, where
President Bukele's New ldeas
(Nuevas Ideas) party has a
two-thirds majority, also
expanded counterterrorism
legislation in ways that violate
basic rights, including by
allowing judges and prosecu-
tors to try to jail children ages
12 and above.

Between March and
November, police officers and
soldiers have conducted hun-
dreds indiscriminate raids, par-
ticularly in low-income neigh-
borhoods, arresting over
58,000 people, including more
than 1,600 children. Officers
have ofien targeted communi-
tiecs where people have, for
years, suffered insecurity and
lack of economic and educa-
tional opportunities.

This joint report by Human
Rights Watch and Cristosal
documents widespread human
rights violations committed
during the state of emergency,
which the Assembly has

extended eight times and
remains in place at time of
writing. These human rights
violations include arbitrary
arrests, enforced disappear-
ances, torture and other ill-

treatment of detainees, and
significant due process viola-
tions. In addition, the circum-
stances of many deaths in cus-
tody during the state of emer-

gency suggest state responsi-
bility for those deaths.

Between March and
November 2022, Human
Rights Watch and Cristosal

interviewed more than 1,100
people from all 14 states in El
Salvador, including during a
Human Rights Watch visit to
San Salvador in October.
Interviewees included victims
of abuse, their relatives and
lawyers, witnesses, prosecu-
tors, judges, journalists,
human rights defenders, and
government officials.

Whenever possible,
researchers also reviewed rele-
vant case files, medical

records, and death certificates,
and in some cases consulted
international forensic experts.

‘We found that human

.
rights
violations were not isolated
incidents by rogue agents.
Rather, similar violations were
carried out repeatedly and
across the country, throughout
a period of several months, by
both the military and the
police.

Official policies and the rheto-
ric of high-level government
authorities, including
President Bukele, who com-
mands the National Civil
Police and the armed forces,
have In some cases incen-
tivized abuses.

Between March and late
September, some police com-
manders appear to have estab-
lished a policy of quotas,
requiring officers to arrest a
given number of people daily.
Instead of taking measures to
prevent abusive arrests, the
president has publicly backed
the security forces and acted in
intimidating ways toward the
few remaining independent
judges and prosecutors in the
country who could investigate
violations. He has also pro-
moted dehumanizing rhetoric
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sand people, less than 4 per-
cent of those detained during
the state of emergency, had
been released from prison,
often on bail.

prison

against detainees and their
families, and stigmatized inde-
pendent journalists and civil
society groups that document
abuses.

Despite this record, President
Bukele remains very popular,
largely because some indica-
tors of violence appear to have
improved in the short term.
Homicides, which have been
decreasing in El Salvador
since 20135, have fallen further,
although government restric-
tions on accessing homicide
and other data and changes in
the ways killings are counted
make it harder to estimate the
true extent of the reduction and
the prevalence of other crimes.
The authorities' campaign of
mass, indiscriminate arrests
has led to the detention of hun-
dreds of people with no appar-
ent connections to gangs' abu-
sive activity. In many cases,
detentions appear to be based
on the appearance and social
background of the detainees,
or on questionable evidence,
such as anonymous calls and
uncorroborated allegations on
social media. In these cases,
police and soldiers did not
show people a search or arrest
warrant, and rarely informed
them or their families of the
reasons for their arrest. A
mother who witnessed the
detention of her son said that
police officers told her, "We
can arrest anyone we want."
In some cases of people
detained by security forces,
officers refused to provide
information about the

detainees' whereabouts, in

what amount to enforced dis-
appearances under internation-
al law. Authorities left such
victims defenseless and caused

their family members inhu-
mane and abusive uncertainty
and suffering.

Lack of information about
detainees' whereabouts and
their conditions in detention

drove hundreds of people,
mostly women, to sleep out-
side detention facilities in the
hope of receiving some infor-
mation about their loved ones.
In many cases, the seemingly
arbitrary arrest of breadwin-
ners severely curtailed the
income of families already suf-
fering from poverty and lack
of economic opportunities.

As of November 2022, judges
had charged over 51,000 peo-
ple arrested during the state of
emergency with gang member-
ship and sent them to pretrial

detention, often appearing to
apply a recent and abusive
amendment to the Criminal
Code that expanded mandatory
pretrial detention. Two thou-

The population

increased from 39,000 in
March 2022 to an estimated
95,000 detainees as of
November. The latest public
figures, from December 2020,
indicate that prisons in El
Salvador have capacity for
27,000, less than one-third of
the number actually detained
at the end of 2022. Thousands
were held incommunicado for
weeks or months or were only
allowed to see their lawyer for
a few minutes before their
hearings. At time of writing,
many continue in incommuni-
cado detention.

This mass incarcer-
ation has aggravat-
ed historically poor
conditions in
detention, includ-
ing extreme over-

crowding, vio-
lence, and poor
access (o goods

and services essen-
tial to rights, such
as food, drinking
water, and health
care. Some of the
few people who
were released from
detention reported
inhumane condi-
tions and, in some cases, tor-
ture and other forms of ill-
treatment.

According to Salvadoran
authorities, 90 people have

died in custody during the state
of emergency. Authorities have
failed to meaningfully investi-
gate these deaths. In some
cases, detainees who died in
prison did not receive access to

the medication they needed,
family members said.

Judges and prosecutors repeat-
edly and  impermissibly
infringed on due process pro-
tections under international
law, wviolating detainees'
human rights and making it
difficult, if not impossible, for
them to adequately defend
themselves during criminal
proceedings. Most detainees
had public defenders who
faced an immense workload
and often failed to provide an
adequate defense.

Hearings were conducted in
groups that were at times mas-
sive, with up to 500 detainees
participating, often virtually, in
each. Such conditions make it
difficult or nearly impossible
for judges, prosecutors, and
detainees' lawyers to fairly
assess or present evidence and
arguments related to each indi-
vidual detainee,

These widespread human
rights violations were enabled
by President Bukele's swift
dismantling of democratic
institutions since taking office
in 2019, which has left virtual-
ly no independent government
bodies that can serve as a
check on the executive branch
or ensure redress for victims of
abuse.

Since President Bukele's party
obtained a two-thirds majority
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in the Legislative Assembly in
May 2021, legislators from his
party have severely under-
mined the separation of pow-
ers. They have summarily
removed and replaced all five
judges of the Constitutional
Chamber of the Supreme

Court, as well as the Attorney
General, and have passed laws
that allow the Supreme Court
and the Attorney General to
arbitrarily transfer or dismiss

lower-level

independent
judges and prosecutors.

In September 2022, President
Bukele announced he will seek
re-election in 2024, relying on

a 2021 ruling by the new
Constitutional Chamber that
departed from longstanding
jurisprudence interpreting the
Constitution as forbidding
immediate re-election.

The Bukele administration has
also undermined transparency
and accountability, including
by weakening the agency in
charge of ensuring access to
public information. It has cre-
ated a hostile environment for
journalists and civil society
members, who have become
targets of digital and physical

harassment, surveillance,
seemingly spurious criminal
investigations, and other

attacks in response to their
work on corruption and human
rights violations. President
Bukele and other authorities
have assaulted the credibility
of independent media and civil
society groups, accusing them,
without any evidence, of being
"gang supporters."

President Bukele has tried to
justify human rights violations
as supposedly acceptable

question the long-term effec-

"errors" committed during
what the government calls a
"war against gangs." He also
said that the government will
be "watching judges who favor
criminals,” in what appears to
be an effort to intimidate

judges and prosecutors from

investigating human rights
violations or releasing people
who are arbitrarily detained.

There are serious reasons to

tiveness of President's Bukele
security measures. Iron-fist
strategies attempted by prior
governments have proven Lo
be ineffective and have at
times led to more violence.
Gangs have in the past benefit-
ed from policies of mass incar-
ceration by using prisons to
recruit new members. Failure
to invest meaningful resources
in prevention and rehabilita-
tion policies, as well as to
address illegal economies and
the lack of legitimate econom-
ic opportunities that allow
gangs to thrive, have con-
tributed to the spiraling of
atrocious cycles of violence.
At the same time, the disman-
tling of judicial independence
in El Salvador means that vic-
tims of gang violence or
human rights violations by
security forces will have little,
if any, access to meaningful
remedy.

The administration of
President Bukele should
ensure Salvadorans' safety by
taking sustainable and rights-
respecting steps to protect the
population and dismantle
gangs, which continue to be
responsible for heinous abus-
es. This requires developing

and implementing a new secu-
rity policy that promotes
strategic criminal prosecutions
focused on prosecuting higher-
level gang leaders and investi-
gating violent crimes, as well
as addressing the illegal
economies that allow these
groups to thrive, including
extortion, money laundering,
and contraband in weapons. To
do so, having a truly independ-
ent judiciary is key.
Additionally, the
government should
bolster efforts to
reduce gang mem-
bership by taking
steps to address the
structural causes
that push people.
particularly chil-
dren and youth,
into gangs. These
include lack of
economic opportu-
nities, social mar-
ginalization, and
abusive and inef-
fective security
policies.

The government
should also expand
current programs,
such as the "Urban Centers of
Wellbeing and Opportunity"
(Centros Urbanos de Bienestar
y Oportunidades, CUBO), that
seek to prevent violence by
increasing economic and edu-
cational opportunities for
vouth in vulnerable communi-
ties, and it should strengthen
reintegration programs for for-
mer gang members.
International action is needed
to protect the country's rapidly
deteriorating rule of law and
prevent further human rights
violations. Despite his enor-
mous  popularity in El
Salvador, President Bukele is
not totally immune to interna-
tional pressure.

The administration of United
States President Joe Biden and
the European Union should
rally multilateral pressure,
including from governments in
Latin America, to focus atten-
tion on the situation in El
Salvador, including at the
United Nations Human Rights
Council.

Foreign governments and
international financial institu-
tions, in particular the Central
American Bank for Economic
Integration (CABEIL), should
suspend any existing loans or

donations to government enti-
ties directly involved in abus-
es, including the Justice and
Public Safety Ministry, the

National Civil Police, the
Ministry of Defense, the
prison system, and the

Attorney General's Office, and
condition any further coopera-
tion with these institutions on
significant  human  rights
progress.

The US government has adopt-
ed positive steps by redirecting
some funding away from
Salvadoran institutions such as
the National Civil Police and
toward civil society groups.
The European Union has redi-
rected its funding of the
National Civil Police toward
the Ministry of Education.
Meanwhile, in recent years,
the Central American Bank for
Economic Integration
approved significant funding
to the National Civil Police,
the Ministry of Defense, the

prison system, and the
Attorney General's Office.
Several funds had not been

disbursed at time of writing
and the Bank's authorities said
that some of the loans were
being  '"reformulated" to
replace the WNational Civil
Police, Ministry of Defense,
and the prison system as the
entities charged with executing
the funds. Its board of direc-
tors, composed of representa-
tives from Central American
governments, as well as
Mexico, Taiwan, Argentina,
Colombia, Spain, Dominican
Republic, and the Republic of
Korea, should condition pro-
grams on the Salvadoran gov-
ernment taking concrete steps
to prevent and investigate tor-
ture, deaths in custody,
enforced disappearances, and
arbitrary detentions.

Foreign governments should
also step up efforts to support
independent journalists and
civil society groups, which
remain virtually the sole check
on abuse of power and human
rights  violations in El
Salvador.

The international community
should redouble its efforts to
support the rule of law in El
Salvador and help ensure that
Salvadorans are safe from
heinous crimes by gangs.
human rights violations, and
other abuse of power.
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Dowry, The Only Down About Marriage

Saqib Azhar
Marriage is an institution that
requires more than consent ina
brown household. Pakistan,
Bangladesh, and India are the
biggest example of marriage as
a union of families not cou-
ples. Generally, the prevailing
dowry is the amount of cash,
gold, assets, automobiles, and
other valuables that the bride’s
family gives to the groom and
his family in return of the
“favour” that groom’s family
thinks they extend to bride’s
family. But do we need such
favours for our daughters?
That’s the question.

Dowry System in Pakistan
Since we have entered into the
official wedding season in
Pakistan, the custom of
exchanging gifts between the
bride and groom’s family is
being observed as a harmless
exercise; calling it “part of our
tradition’. And it all starts soon
after engagement. The bride’s
family spend thousands of
rupees just to host the groom’s
family and make them happy
till the wedding day.

The struggle doesn’t end here.
Before marriage, the father

arranges at least one million
rupees for dowry, half a mil-
lion for dinner and other food
events of the wedding, a wrist-
watch and a ring as gifts, a

Walima Day breakfast, a
Maklava Day feast, clothes
and food while Rukhsati and
whatnot. These desires to
make ‘new relatives content-
ed’, lead the bride’s father
towards taking loan from
friends and even banks. The
people in his surroundings add
fuel to fire by asking questions
like whether the wedding
would be lavish or not. The

" A T ¢
father fights to repay his debt
till he succumbs to debt.

A daughter’s marriage disturbs

the entire economic circle of

the family. If the bride has

younger siblings still in educa-

tional institutes, the situation
gets worst. A few close rela-
tives get angry for not getting
attention and the poor bride
feels sick to her stomach that
she’s the cause of all this has-
sle and difficulties.

Dowry is a Social Menace
Why does the family feel satis-
fied taking a loan for such a
toxic marriage?

The answer is awful and would

make you doubt the mental
state of the families—the
entire society. They think, at
least she's getting married.

According to a report pub-
lished in a newspaper, at least

v

2000 deaths are reported
because of the depression
caused by failure to afford
heavy dowry and not getting
married timely. Unfortunately,
dowry is a social threat in
Pakistan affecting generations
and this deep rooted tradition
is part of our culture now,
which is toxic to say the least.
Parents need to spend on the
girls’ education and they
should facilitate them to the
point that they become finan-
cially independent through
education and skills.

Factors Affecting Dowry
Mentality

A video has been circulating
on IG nowadays in which the
heavy gold sets were being
shown off. When people watch
such videos, they feel like they
can fulfil all of their greed and
desires by demanding such
extravagant items from the
bride’s family. Their only road
to success starts from ruining
the bride’s family’s financial
health with the help of their
beloved son. The situation is
actually alarming in Pakistan
and greed is increasing rapidly.
We need effective measures to
put an end to these customs,
and let’s set a trend to educate
our daughters as much as we
like to educate our sons. And if
you are groom’s family, have a
heart!
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UKkraine: Russian Attacks on Energy

Grid Threaten Civilians

Leveraging Civilian Harm as a Tactic of War;
Millions Without Electricity, Water, Heat

ussian forces' wide-
spread and repeated
targeting of Ukraine's

energy infrastructure appears
primarily designed to instill
terror among the population in
violation of the laws of war,
Human Rights Watch said
today. Numerous missile and
drone attacks in October and
November have deprived mil-
lions of civilians of at least
temporary access to electricity,
water, heat, and related vital
services ahead of the cold win-
ter months.

The attacks have also killed at
least 77 civilians and injured
272. According to the United
Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs, the attacks on
November 23, 2022 alone
killed or injured over 30 civil-
ians and interrupted access to
power for millions throughout
Ukraine. The entire population
of Kyiv, estimated at around 3
million, had no access to water
for the day, and parts of Kyiv,
Lviv, Zaporizhzhia, and Odesa
regions were completely dis-
connected from electricity, the
UN said.

"By repeatedly targeting criti-
cal energy infrastructure
knowing this will deprive
civilians of access to water,
heat, and health services,
Russia appears to be seeking
unlawfully to create terror
among civilians and make life
unsustainable for them," said
Yulia  Gorbunova, senior
Ukraine researcher at Human
Rights Watch. "With the cold-
est winter temperatures yet to
come, conditions will become
more life-threatening while
Russia seems intent on making
life untenable for as many
Ukrainian civilians as possi-
ble."

The laws of war prohibit
attacks on objects indispensa-
ble to the survival of the civil-

ian population and violence or
threats, "the primary purpose
of which is to spread terror
among the civilian popula-
tion."

Russian politicians, lawmak-
ers, and other commentators
on Russian state media widely
applauded the prospect of
Ukrainian civilians being left
without heat and water in win-
ter. One member of parhament

stated that ordinary people
should "rot and freeze", anoth-
er said the strikes were neces-
sary to destroy the Ukrainian
state's capacity to survive.
Average winter temperatures
in Ukraine hover around minus
3 degrees Celsius and can
plunge to minus 20 degrees.
Human Rights Watch gathered
data from the public domain,
analyzed police and fire
brigade reports and official
statements, and interviewed an
energy company official, two
energy experts, local authori-
ties, rescue workers, and civil-
ians in Kyiv, Lviv, Kharkiv,
Odesa, Kherson, and
Mykolaiv, to build a picture of
the widespread and cumulative
impact of the attacks on the
power grid. Human Rights

Watch also visited the site of at
least one of the attacks that
severely damaged civilian
homes and killed civilians in
November.

On November 16, Ukraine's
office of the prosecutor gener-
al reported that Russia had car-
ried out 92 attacks on
Ukraine's energy infrastructure
in October and November.
Olexander Kharchenko, direc-

tor of the Energy Industry
Research Centre, an independ-
ent research and consulting
company, told Human Rights
Watch that power was disrupt-
ed in 10,700,000 households
throughout Ukraine, roughly
half of the country's popula-
tion, due to Russia's attacks.

According to information post-
ed by DTEK, the largest pri-
vate energy company in
Ukraine, as of November 15,
the company's energy facilities
had been attacked 13 times
over one and a half months,
with significant damage. In a
response to a written request
from Human Rights Watch, the
company also stated that
because of Russian attacks on
power  infrastructure  on
October 10 alone, more than

40 pereent of Ukraine's energy
system had been damaged. The
company also said that
October and November strikes
killed 3 DTEK employees and
injured 22.

People waiting for taxi in cen-
tral Kyiv on November 24.
Russia's attacks on Ukraine's
energy grid on November 23,
2022 killed or injured over 30
civilians and  interrupted

access to power for millions
throughout Ukraine. © 2022
Andre Luis Alves/Anadolu
Agency via Getty Images.

On November 21, Kharchenko
told Human Rights Watch that
after strikes on November 15,
Ukraine's overall power-gener-
ation capacity had decreased
by 50 percent. During the sub-
sequent week, authorities were
able to restore only 10 to 20
percent of what had been dam-
aged. He said it was difficult to
estimate the overall damage to
any particular infrastructure
facility because they are inter-
connected, adding that further
strikes. if they happen in quick
succession, could result in an
uncontrolled blackout, and
could take 3 to 10 days to
restore the system. "The whole
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of Ukraine would be without
electricity, water, and heating
for that period." he said.
Power infrastructure is consid-
ered dual use - military and
civilian-and may lawfully be
the target of attacks in an
armed conflict. However, such
attacks are subject to the laws
of war, which prohibit indis-
criminate or disproportionate
attacks. Human Rights Watch
is not in a position to assess
any concrete and direct mili-
tary advantage that Russia
might have anticipated in con-
ducting the attacks on
Ukraine's electricity and heat-
generating grids, nor of any
actual military gains made
because of these attacks.
However, the civilian harm
was foreseeable, as is the
increasing severity of that
harm with the cumulative
impact of each strike wave,
including on the ability of
civilians to remain in Ukraine
and survive the winter.

The World Health
Organization's Europe direc-
tor, in a public statement,
expressed grave concern that
millions of Ukrainians are
without power as winter tem-
peratures drop. He under-
scored that "continued attacks
on health and energy infra-
structure mean hundreds of
hospitals and health-care facil-
ities are no longer fully opera-
tional - lacking fuel, water, and
electricity to meet basic
needs." Noting that "cold
weather can kill," he added
that the winter ahead "will be
about survival."

Human Rights Watch spoke
with a Kyiv resident and full-
time caregiver for her parents,
who described how lengthy
electricity blackouts affected
her 75-year-old mother, who
has stage 4 lung cancer and is
oxygen-dependent: "We have a
stationary oxygen concentrator
at home that becomes useless
when there is no power.
Without that, her oxygen lev-
els drop to 70 percent within
minutes. If there is no electric-
ity for over two hours, we are
trapped and all I can do is
watch my mother struggling to
breathe." Sustained blood oxy-
gen levels at 70 percent could
result in organ damage and
death.

Her family has crowdsourced
funds for a car battery which

can keep the concentrator
working for two hours. But it
is not sufficient. she said,
because power cuts can last for
hours. A Ukrainian charity
recently gave her mother a
portable concentrator that has
a charge of up to six hours, but,
as she said, such concentrators
are in very limited supply in
Ukraine: "I understand that
someone else who is oxygen-
dependent might urgently need
it soon," she said. "Maybe a
child with cystic fibrosis or
another cancer patient. And
then what are we going to do?"
According to the United
Nations humanitarian agency,
the attacks on Ukraine's energy
infrastructure also affected

water pumping, "adding to the
previous challenges faced by
millions of people to access

clean water or run their heating
systems at home."

A 34-year-old Kyiv resident
who lives with her 84-year-old
mother said that her family
was concerned about surviving
the cold in their flat during the
winter, when the temperature
in Ukraine drops below zero,
as well as about "cooking
meals, especially for families
who have small children or
care for older people, and stor-
ing food when refrigerators
don't work for prolonged peri-
ods of time."

The International Committee
of the Red Cross Commentary
on Additional Protocol 1, to
which both Russia and
Ukraine are parties, notes that
although attacks on facilities
that provide services to civil-
ians but also direct support to
military action can be legiti-
mate, attacks and acts of
destruction that are bound to
have such serious effects on

the civilian population that
they would die or be forced to
move, are not. The commen-
tary also states that the laws of
war "prohibit acts of violence
the primary purpose of which
is to spread terror among the
civilian population without
offering substantial military
advantage. This calls to
mind some of the proclama-
tions made in the past threaten-
ing the annihilation of civilian
populations.”

"Russia continues to flagrantly
bomb energy infrastructure all
over the country, putting mil-
lions of Ukrainian civilians'
security and, in some cases,
their very survival, on the
line," Gorbunova said.

For more information and
additional details, please see
below.

The degree to which house-
holds are without power
depends on the scope of the
damage and the pace of
repairs, Even where power has
been restored, the authorities
in many cities have been insti-
tuting up to 18-hour power
outages to prevent overloading
the hmited capacity of the
country's energy infrastructure
that remains operational.

The laws of war prohibit
attacks on civilian objects, but
also on military targets if the
attack may be expected to
cause excessive civilian casu-
alties, damage to civilian
objects, or a combination, in
relation to any concrete and
direct military advantage
anticipated. Russia has an obli-
gation to do everything feasi-
ble to assess such proportion-
ality before conducting any
attack, and intentionally
launching a disproportionate
attack in the knowledge that

civilian casualties and damage
would be clearly excessive
constitutes a war crime.

The laws of war also prohibit
attacks on objects indispensa-
ble to the survival of the civil-
ian population and violence or
threats, "the primary purpose
of which is to spread terror
among the civilian popula-
tion."

Attacks in October

Ukraine's Prime Minister
Denys Shmyhal, stated on
October 21, that between
October 10 and 20, Russian
missiles and drones damaged
dozens of energy infrastructure
objects in 16 of Ukraine's 24
regions.

The second wave of October
attacks, starting from October
22, further reduced Ukraine's
energy capacity, leading to
extended blackouts in Kyiv,
Zhytomyr, and Chernihiv
regions.

Human Rights Watch reviewed
police and fire brigade reports,
authorities' statements, and
news reports from October,
and identified at least 22 sepa-
rate attacks in the month that
damaged such infrastructure
objects as thermal power
plants and hydro power sta-
tions in Kyiv and Kyiv region,
Lviv, Dnipro, Krivyi Rih,
Pavlohrad, Kharkiv and
Kharkiv region, Konotop,
Zhytomir, and Kremenchuk.
Some of these attacks were
also noted in a Washington
Post investigation. published
on October 17, which used
satellite imagery and fire-
tracking data to identify ener-
gy facilities in six regions of
Ukraine that had been dam-
aged or destroyed since
October 10. Human Rights
Watch did not independently
corroborate The Washington
Post's findings.

Ukrainska Pravda reported that
on the morning of October 10,
in Kyiv, drone and missile
attacks severely damaged
power plant number 5 and heat
supply station number 1 (pre-
viously known as power plant
number 3), which supplies
heating and hot water to four
districts of Kyiv.

Also on October 10, at around
the same time, two missiles hit
Trypilska cogeneration power
plant in the Kyiv region, dam-
aging the power plant's main
building and the transformer
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substation and resulting in a
fire, which four regional fire
departments were involved in
extinguishing. The Trypilska
plant is the only one that pro-
vides the city of Ukrainka,
population 14,000, with heat
and hot water. It also provides
power to Kyiv, Cherkasy, and
Zhytomir regions.

According to Kyiv municipal
authorities, on October 31, a
series of attacks destroyed 80
percent of Kyiv residents'
water supply.

On the morning of October 10,
three strikes were carried out
on Kharkiv's energy infrastruc-
ture objects, cutting off’ water

and electricity in some parts of
the city.

In an October 21 interview,
Ukraine's energy minister,
German Galushenko, estimat-
ed the damage to Ukraine's
energy infrastructure to be "at
least half of thermal (power)

generation capacity, even
more."
On November 4, Kyiv's

mayor, Vitalii Klychko, stated
on his Telegram channel that
more than 450,000 Kyiv resi-
dents had no electricity, adding
that the number was 1.5 times
higher than in previous days.
Attacks in November

On November 15, a wave of
missile attacks hit critical
infrastructure across the coun-
try. According to the Ukrainian
government and the Ukrainian
Air Force, the strikes involved
approximately 100 missiles
that mostly targeted infrastruc-
ture but also damaged civilian
buildings and caused civilian
casualties in at least 16

regions. The attacks caused
widespread power outages in
Kyiv, witnessed by Human
Rights Watch researchers, and
hit three apartment buildings
in Kyiv's Pechersky district,
killing at least one civilian.
On November 16, the office of
the prosecutor general reported
there had been 92 attacks on
Ukraine's energy infrastructure
carried out in October and
November.

On November 23, Russia
launched at least 70 missiles
on infrastructure targets in
Ukraine, leaving millions of
people without electricity and
water, for hours and some-

times for days, depending on
the region. For example,
according to official data,
nearly 80 percent of the popu-
lation of Kyiv lost access to
electricity and water supply
immediately following the
attack.

Lviv Energo said that as of
November 29, most energy
consumers in Lviv had daily
emergency power shutdowns
due to network overload. One
central Lviv resident told
Human Rights Waich that in
the six days since the
November 23 attacks, her fam-
ily, including a 4-year-old
child, has faced eight to 10-
hour power cuts daily, and
when the electricity comes on,
there is not enough to heat
their two-bedroom apartment.
The outdoor Lviv temperature
in late November hovered
between 0 and minus 3 degrees
Celsius.

A woman who lives in another
Lviv neighborhood said that

on November 28, residents in
her building did not have
power for 16 hours. For two
weeks before that, her building
had 10-to-18-hour power cuts
every other day.

The November 23 attacks also
led Ukraine's four operational
nuclear power plants to be dis-
connected from the national
energy grid. Although the
power was restored a day later,
Kharchenko of the Energy
Industry Research Centre con-
sulting group said that this rep-
resented "a huge problem for
[Ukraine's] energy supply as a
whole."
Interior

Minister  Denys

Monastyrskyi said that the
November 23 attacks damaged
three residential buildings and
killed 10 people. One of the
attacks on November 23 hit
just outside a four-story resi-
dential building in Vyshgorod,
Kyiv region. While Human
Rights Watch is not in a posi-
tion to identify the intended
target, the attack may have
been aimed at Kyyivs?ka
Haes, a pumped-storage power
station, or the Kyiv
Hydroelectric Power Plant, 3.8
and 2.3 kilometers from the
site, respectively.

The aftermath of the
November 23 attack outside of
the residential building at
Mykhaila Hrushevs'koho
Street 1, Vyshgorod, Kyiv
region. November 24, 2022. ©
2022 Yulia  Gorbunova/
Human Rights Watch
On November 24, Human
Rights Watch researchers visit-
ed the site of the attack, a resi-
dential building at Mykhaila

Hrushevs'koho Street 1. and
observed the extensive damage
to it. The munition hit less than
a meter from the building, sig-
nificantly damaging the build-
ing's roof and facade and caus-
ing a fire that further damaged
the building and the cars
parked outside. The two neigh-
boring residential buildings, at
Mykhaila Hrushevs'koho
Street, 3 and Mykhaila
Hrushevs'koho Street, 5 were
also damaged by the explosion
wave.Human Rights Watch
researchers examined the
impact crater, approximately
1.5-2 meters wide, and saw
and photographed remnants of
the weapon that was still in it.
Rescue workers on site provid-
ed researchers with a photo of
a remnant of the weapon that
included numeric markings.
Rescue workers and residents
on site said that at least three
of the building's residents were
killed in the attack, but that the
real numbers were likely to be
higher. On November 27, the
Kyiv police chief stated on his
Telegram channel that the
attack killed seven residents of
the building and injured 35,
including six children.

"I was in my living room when
I heard the explosion. It was
around 2:10 or 2:15 in the
afternoon. I was near the win-
dow. It [the explosion] hit so
strong that it made me somer-
sault backwards across the
room." Fyodor said that the
explosion blew out all the win-
dows in his apartment and that
his children, ages 2 and 8, who
were at home with him and in
the same room, were covered
in glass.

It was his daughter's birthday.
Fyodor grabbed the children
and ran outside, where he saw
the building's entrance and
cars parked nearby were on
fire. He also said that his first-
floor neighbor, Volodymyr K.
was smoking outside when the
attack occurred and was
instantly killed. His sisters
identified his body in the
morgue, Fyodor said. A
woman in her late 40s told
Human Rights Watch that her
mother, who lived on the sec-
ond floor of the same building
and was alone at home during
the attack, was pinned to the
floor by a wardrobe that fell on
her and that she had suffered
an injury to her calf.
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“Thousands have lived without love,

not one without water”’

It is alarming that only 20 per cent of the entire population has access to clean drinking water.

MUHAMMAD USMAN

ater is essential, a
source for all life. It
covers more than

two thirds of the planet, where
most is undrinkable salt water
from oceans and seas. Only 0.5
per cent of the earth's total
water is fresh water that can be
used in daily activities.
Pakistan was once considered
the most water-rich country,
but it is now facing water
shortage problems in its urban
and rural areas. Despite being
a heated topic, there is still
uncertainty about the nature of
the country's water crisis, and
exploring the water crises in
Pakistan will offer possible
solutions and better under-
standing to these basic water
problems.

Pakistan owes its water crisis
to the inaccessibility of drink-
able water, water scarcity.
institutionalisation and poor
management of water
resources, and the impending
dangers of climate change. It is
facing severe problems with
the management and accessi-
bility of clean water, particu-
larly in the expanding metrop-
olis like Karachi where the
problem is more severe. It is
alarming that only 20 per cent
of the entire population has
access to clean drinking water.
Industrial and residential trash
being thrown into rivers and
lakes is the main reason for the
poor quality of the water. This
aspect directly affects people’s
health as they are at risk of
contracting water-borne dis-
eases. As per figures, 15 per
cent of the child population
dies due to diarrhoea.

When the British departed the
Indian Subcontinent. they did
not anticipate how India and
Pakistan would share the Indus
River System. As all the rivers
flow from India to Pakistan,
India cut off complete water
supply to Pakistan soon after
independence from the British.
After this incident, both coun-

tries plunged into a war that
allowed the World Bank to
work as arbitrators to solve the
issues. This led to the Indus
Water Treaty, according to
which Pakistan received the
western rivers of the Indus
River System (Indus, Jhelum,
Chenab), while India received
the eastern ones (Ravi, Beas,
Sutlej).

The population of India has
grown significantly over time,

and as a result, their water

needs have also increased
tremendously. India has con-
structed multiple dams on
rivers in Pakistan because of
its increasing water and power
demands. Due to a long histo-
ry of conflicts between the two
nations, this act of India has
become a source of disagree-
ment. Pakistan's water
demands have not yet been
affected by the Indian dam
plans, but it will indeed affect
Pakistan in the future.

Water is a significant point of
contention in local politics.
Dam construction is the top
political concern in Pakistan.
Smaller provinces like Sindh
and Balochistan worry that
some dam development proj-
ects will dry up their agricul-
tural fields. The Indus River
System Authority (IRSA) dis-
tributes water between all four
provinces. Sindh, however,
claims that Punjab is consum-
mg more than its fair share

through tlood irrigation.

Pakistan also lacks water stor-
age facilities like dams, which
often result in water scarcity
and flooding across the coun-
try. In 1976, the water storage
capacity of Pakistan was 16.27
million acre-feet (MAF),
which has decreased to 13.67
MAF, a hardly 30 days’ stor-
age capacity. Pakistan must
enhance its water storage
capacity to prevent extremes

like droughts and floods. The
recent flooding of 2022 caused
$45 billion to Pakistan's unsta-
ble economy. These floods will
only worsen if we work on
enhancing the country's water
storage capacity. Moreover,
the institutional arrangements
for managing the water
resources of Pakistan are one
of the biggest problems. The
poor management of the water
resources has increased the
political problems that make it
challenging to find solutions to
the water dilemma.

One of the most alarming
issues is climate change at
present. Pakistan is ranked
among the 10 countries most
vulnerable to the effects of cli-
mate change. The recent flood-
ing of 2022 is one of the signs
of what is to come. Water
problems will surely get worse
due to climate change. Supply
of fresh water is being deplet-
ed and flooded due to the melt-
ing glaciers in the north. In

short, Pakistan has a challeng-
ing future ahead in terms of
water problems.

Possible solutions for Pakistan
must begin with gathering
information and conducting a
requirements  analysis  to
address the country's waler cri-
sis. Basic information on
Pakistan's water resources and
depletion rate has yet to be
made available. Most of the
data used in the water projects
are hypothetical or based on
expert judgement. Water
requirements for all needs are
also necessary. The Pakistan
Council of Research in Water
Resources (PCRWR) is assess-
ing crop water requirements,
which is essential for residen-
tial consumption and all eco-
nomic sectors.

Pakistan also needs to manage
its water resources effectively.
The economy. employment,
and size of the agriculture sec-
tor are all declining, but still it
is responsible for most water
usage. We should switch to a
shower in place of the flood
irrigation technique. But we
need to implement the shower
technique in rice farming.
Another measure is to charge a
use-based price for water
usage instead of a fixed fee.
This measure will encourage
water conservation.

Pakistan must also build water
filtration facilities to give its
citizens safe drinking water.
Moreover, it must clean the
lakes and rivers that supply
water to its cities. We must
also build more storage facili-
ties. Smaller and bigger dams
should be constructed that do
not spark political conflict.

We are facing a severe water
problem, but our timely atten-
tion can manage this problem.
Problem-solving is difficult
due to the politics around
water, and resource misman-
agement is making matters
worse, A water conservation
mindset must be instilled in the
people, and water waste in
agriculture must be considered
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Climate justice: Is the world ready
to compensate Pakistan?

Leading COP27's agenda was a historic moment for Pakistan.

Annie Shabbir

he establishment of the
T Fund for Loss and

Damage by COP27 has
been lauded as a great achieve-
ment of Pakistan's foreign pol-
icy. This fund will address
losses and damages due to cli-
mate change in developing
countries. Pakistan expressed
its hope that the fund's opera-
tionalisation would reduce dis-
parities in the climate finance
architecture. Pakistan vows to
contribute constructively to
global climate change negotia-
tions and policy actions.
Pakistan's Foreign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has
remarked that including the
fund on the COP27's agenda is
a sign of optimism. Amid all
the hopes of equitable treat-
ment to deal with the existen-
tial threat of climate change,
here the question arises: is the
world ready to compensate
P_algistan for a man-made cri-
sis/]
Despite being one of the most
vulnerable countries to climate
change, Pakistan has champi-
oned the case of climate justice
not only for itself but all G77.
Pakistan has to pass a lengthy
process between conceptualis-
ing an idea and turning it into
policy action. Certain con-
straints make the practical pos-
sibilities of climate justice a
long and tortuous process.
Before discussing these con-
straints, we first need to under-
stand what Pakistan expects in
terms of climate justice. The
tentative features of climate
Justice are debt relief, time-
bound financing for energy
transition, de-growth and cut-
ting down emissions in the
Global North.
When a highly indebted devel-
oping country like Pakistan is
affected by climate change,
debt relief becomes an essen-
tial part of policy response to
meet its emergency needs.
Repayment of loans coupled

with the cost of rebuilding
makes it difficult for an econo-
my to recover. A Debt Service
Suspension Initiative (DSSI)
was carried out by World Bank
and International Monetary
Fund (IMF) in 2020 to let
countries use financial
resources to fight the Covid-19
pandemic. Such an initiative
was not extended to extreme
climate events, with Pakistan
currently needing a fiscal
space to adapt to climate
shocks and debt relief would
be crucial to overcoming the
fiscal deficit.

One of the biggest constraints
for any international initiative
for debt relief is the Russia-
Ukraine war and the interna-
tional economic situation
developed consequently.
According to the Organisation
of Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD), the
world's leading economies are
going through a recession and
steep inflation due to the
Russia-Ukraine war. It has cut
growth by more than previous-
ly predicted. The OECD fur-
ther remarked that central
banks need to hike rates to

overcome inflation, predicting
that major central banks' poli-
cy rates would be increased at
least four per cent in 2023,
Although the World Bank has
warned that such a rate hike
would hurt the economy of
developing countries the most.
In this regard, another con-
straint is the geopolitical rival-
ry between eastern and west-
ern creditors. The Paris Club is
a group of rich western credi-
tor countries. Their biggest
apprehension is that debt relief
would end up benefitting
Chinese firms, which have
been funding infrastructural
build-ups in developing coun-
tries for the past decade.

China, on the other hand,
shows concerns that if it pro-
ceeds with a cut in principal
and interest payments, then the
money would go to American
dominant financial institutions
like the IMF and World Bank.
These apprehensions between
both sides have hurt debt relief
efforts which began under the
DSSI.  The International
Energy Agency (IEA) has
urged countries worldwide to
speed up their transition to

clean energy to ward off the
disastrous effects of climate
change. Energy is profoundly
essential in poverly allevia-
tion, it achieves better health
and education facilities, builds
infrastructure and industries,
ensures food security and deals
with extreme climate events.
Finding ways to ensure these
essentials in developing coun-
tries while avoiding high-car-
bon emissions is one of the
biggest challenges in today's
world.

Transitioning to clean energy
is crucial for sustainable devel-
opment in Pakistan and other
developing countries.
However, the strength of the
investment in the energy sector
is weaker because of the public
health crisis, which also trig-
gered a global economic reces-
sion. All around the world,
there is less fiscal space to sup-
port economic activities. The
Covid-19  pandemic  has
heightened pressure on financ-
ing and major investment play-
ers, practically reversing
progress in expanding access
to clean energy in developing
countries,
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The historical Carbon Dioxide
(CO2) emissions in the atmos-
phere are due to economic
activities carried out by highly
industrialised countries or the
Global North. Yet developing
countries or Global South are
facing most of the wrath
unleashed by climate change
due to these emissions. The
general consensus  among
developing countries is that the
Global North should lead
efforts to reduce carbon emis-
sions and bear more responsi-
bility for helping the Global
South through the financing of
infrastructure, clean energy
and other emerging technolo-
gies.

The US alone is responsible

for 25 per cent of global emis-
sions, the highest in the world.
It also plays an important role
in climate negotiation and
global policy-making. The US
has come up with a climate
law which roughly offers $400
billion worth of incentives to
finance the transition to green
energy. It also includes subsi-
dies for manufacturing electric
cars and promoting industries
such as renewable energy and
batteries. French President
Macron has expressed con-
cerns that such policies will
create fragmentation in the
West. Tt will disrupt market
competition through massive
subsidies to American compa-
nies and will undermine

European industries.

“Perhaps this law will solve
your problems but it will make
mine worse,” he said.

He has called on the EU to for-
mulate the ‘Buy FEuropean
Act,” which will offer similar
subsidies to domestic indus-
tries. Thus, the economic inter-
ests of the West make the tran-
sition to green energy very
complex.

Leading COP27's agenda was
a  historic moment for
Pakistan. It urged the develop-
ing countries to mobilise on
the issue of climate justice.
The Pakistani officials high-
lighted the urgency to tackle
climate-related issues, or else

they will continue suffering
the consequences of climate
change. Pakistan's robust for-
eign policy action on climate
change is commendable. At
the same time, Pakistan needs
a holistic approach which
looks at climate change from
all angles going from micro to
macro. It should also aim to
address a constructive aspect
of climate security, i.e. some-
thing is considered a security
problem when it is securitised.
The securitisation would allow
policymakers to view
Pakistan's environmental chal-
lenges through a three-level
framework: local, international
and structural.

'Pakistan may face alarming level
of water scarcity by 2025’

Dr Zulfigar A Bhutta, founding

director of the Aga Khan
University’s  Institute  for
Global Health and

Development, Tuesday under-
scored the nexus of water
security and nutrition in
Pakistan. stressing that one
cannot be managed without
sustaining the other.

"Water is an equal threat as
nutrition to the development of
the country. By 2016, there
were only 1,000 cubic metres
of water left for each person in
Pakistan — which is the border-
line requirement," Dr Bhutta
said, addressing a seminar
titled ‘Climate Change and
Water-related Challenges in
Pakistan: Tangible Solutions’.
Pakistan may face alarming
level of water scarcity by 2025
The two-day conference
brought together national and
global scientists, policy advi-
sors, experts, as well as cli-
mate change officials from the
provincial and federal govern-
ments to share their evidence-
based views on how water
safety, security, and population
health can be achieved.

The conference was organised
by the AKU's IGHD and the
national hub of the United

Nations’ Sustainable
Development Solutions
Network.

Experts at the seminar reiterat-
ed that water scarcity has
become a serious threat to

Pakistan’s sustainable devel-
opment and economic growth.
In addition to surface water,
Pakistan's groundwater

resources — the last resort of

water supply — are severely
overdrawn, mainly to supply
water for irrigation.

If the situation remains

unchanged, as per
Pakistan may face an alarming
level of water scarcity by
2025.

These views were expressed
by scientists and policy advi-
sors speaking at a seminar on
‘Climate Change and Water-
related Challenges in Pakistan:
Tangible Solutions’ organised
by the Aga Khan University’s
Institute for Global Health and
Development and the national
hub of United Nations’
Sustainable Development
Solutions Network.

Also present at the event, Aga

experts,

Khan  Professor at the
Massachusetts [nstitute of
Technology Professor James
Wescoat spoke about climate
change and critical water prob-
lems in the Indus Basin of

Pakistan.
He expressed serious concerns
about increased flooding and

drainage problems getting
worse by 2050, especially in
the lower Indus Basin.

"We must support bold and
pragmatic  approaches to
reconstruction, including
water and climate research net-
works and Indus Basin models
with health and well-being at
the core,” he said in his
keynote address.

Karachi Ubran Lab's Dr
Nausheen H Anwar under-
scored that Pakistan needs
resilient cooling pathways in
the face of rising temperature
and extreme heatwaves. "For

cooling resiliency and adapta-
tion, Pakistan needs reliable,
affordable, and sustainable
energy," she said.

Experts at the event shared that
Pakistan ranked l4th among
the 17 ‘extremely high base-
line water stress’ countries of
the world, as per the World
Resources Institute.

However, water stress is just
one dimension of water securi-
ty. Like any challenge, its out-
look depends on management.
Some of the most arid and
water-stressed countries,
including Saudi Arabia and
Namibia, have effectively
secured their water supplies
through proper management.
Around 96% of Pakistan's
freshwater is used for agricul-
ture, a sector which constituted
nearly 23% of its GDP in
2021. Nevertheless, the coun-
try continues to depend on a
single river system and unreli-
able water infrastructure.
Adding to these factors are
impacts of climate change,
including frequent floods,
droughts, and the accelerated
melting of glaciers in the coun-
try's north. The health and
nutrition consequences of the
large-scale devastation caused
by a recent episode of floods
are unfortunate examples and
call for urgent and collabora-
tive action at all governance
and policy levels.
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